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ABSTRACT

Ikbal Elif Mahir Metinsoy, “Poor Ottoman Turkish Women during World War I:
Women’s Experiences and Politics in Everyday Life, 1914-1923”

This dissertation examines the social impact of World War I in the Ottoman Empire on
ordinary poor Turkish women and their everyday response to the adverse wartime
conditions and the state policies concerning them. Based on new archival sources giving
detailed information about the voice, experience and agency of these women and based
on the history from below approach, this study focuses on poor, underprivileged and
working Turkish women’s everyday experiences, especially their struggle against and
perception of wartime conditions, mobilization and state policies about them. By doing
so, it contributes to filling the great gap in late Ottoman historiography and women
studies, which rarely examine ordinary women and their everyday problems and
struggles for survival and rights. This monograph, in this respect, is centered on two
major themes. First, it scrutinizes how ordinary women experienced the war and argues
that, in contrast to the modernization accounts that overlook women’s sufferings at the
cost of post-war developments in women’s rights and liberties and of upper and middle
class educated women’s activities and experiences, ordinary Turkish women had great
difficulties during the war years. In this regard, it presents a major caveat to accounts
accepting the war years as a period during which Turkish women monolithically
experienced a gradual liberty and “emancipation.” Second, focusing on their everyday
activities to deal with difficulties, problems and sufferings, it brings the undiscovered
and unexamined forms and aspects of women’s critical and subjective views, their
everyday politics to circumvent the adverse conditions and state policies, to make their
voices heard, to pursue their rights, and to receive government support into the light.

Keywords: World War I, women’s history, Ottoman women, poor women, ordinary
women, social impact of the war, home front, women’s everyday politics, social policy.
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OZET

Ikbal Elif Mahir Metinsoy, “Birinci Diinya Savasi’nda Yoksul Osmanh Tiirk Kadmlar::
Giindelik Yasamda Kadimlarin Deneyimleri ve Politikalari, 1914-1923”

Bu doktora tezi Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda Birinci Diinya Savasi nin siradan yoksul
Tiirk kadinlari tizerindeki sosyal etkilerini ve kadinlarin olumsuz savag kosullarina ve
kendileriyle ilgili devlet politikalarina yonelik tavirlarii incelemektedir. Kadinlarin
sesleri, deneyimleri ve tarihsel rolleri hakkinda detayli bilgiler veren yeni arsiv
kaynaklarina ve agagidan tarih yaklagimina dayanan bu tez yoksul, temel sosyal
haklardan yoksun ve ¢alisan Tiirk kadinlarinin giindelik deneyimlerine, 6zellikle de
savas kosullari, seferberlik ve devlet politikalarini algilayis ve bunlarla miicadele
bicimlerine odaklanmaktadir. Dolayisiyla, bu tez, siradan kadinlar1 ve onlarin giindelik
problemleriyle hayatta kalma ve hak miicadelelerini ¢ok az inceleyen Osmanli tarihgiligi
ve kadin aragtirmalarindaki biiyiik bir boslugu doldurmaya katkida bulunmaktadir. Bu
tez, bu anlamda, iki temel temaya odaklanmaktadir. Oncelikle, siradan kadinlarm savast
nasil deneyimlediklerini mercek altina almakta ve onlarin ¢ektikleri acilar1 savas sonrast
kadin hak ve ozgiirliikklerindeki ve iist ve orta sinif egitimli kadinlarin etkinlik ve
deneyimlerindeki gelismelerin bir bedeli olarak algilayip gézden kagiran modernlesme
anlatilarinin tersine siradan kadinlarin savas yillarinda biiytik giicliikler ¢ektigini
savunmaktadir. Bu baglamda, bu ¢alisma, Tiirk kadinlarinin savag yillarinda biitiin
olarak gorece bir “0zglirlesme” yasadiklarini kabul eden anlatilara 6nemli bir uyaridir.
Ikincil olarak, bu tez, kadinlarm zorluklarla giindelik miicadelelerine odaklanarak
kadinlarm elestirel ve 6znel tutumlarinin ve olumsuz kosullar ve devlet politikalarindan
kagmak, seslerini duyurmak, haklarmin pesine diismek ve destek gorebilmek amagl
giindelik politikalarinin kesfedilmemis bigim ve yonlerini giin 15181na ¢ikarmaktadir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Birinci Diinya Savasi, kadin tarihi, Osmanli kadini, yoksul kadmlar, siradan
kadinlar, savasin sosyal etkileri, i¢ cephe, kadmlarin giindelik yasam politikalari, sosyal politika.
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RESUME

Ikbal Elif Mahir Metinsoy, “Les femmes défavorisées ottomanes turques pendant la

Premicre Guerre mondiale : les expériences des femmes et la politique féminine dans
la vie quotidienne, 1914-1923”

Cette these de doctorat porte sur I’expérience de la vie quotidienne des femmes
défavorisées turques (les femmes de la classe ouvriere, les paysannes, les femmes a
faibles revenus, les migrantes pauvres, les veuves de guerre) pendant la Premiére
Guerre mondiale dans I’Empire ottoman jusqu’a la signature du traité de paix final a
Lausanne en 1923. Elle examine a la fois les souffrances et les réactions quotidiennes
des femmes ordinaires face & 1’impact social de la guerre, aux mesures de 1’Etat
concernant les femmes, aux conditions négatives dans lesquelles elles vivaient et au
traitement défavorable qu’elles ont regu. A cet égard, cette thése étudie les
expériences de guerre des femmes, leurs stratégies pour survivre, leurs négociations
avec I’Etat et leur résistance contre les difficultés socio-économiques, la mobilisation
de guerre et autres pratiques exploitantes, oppressives et contraignantes dont elles
souffraient dans la vie quotidienne.

L’argument principal de cette theése est que les femmes turques défavorisées
ont vécues des grandes difficultés pendant la guerre tout en devenant des actrices
sociales et politiques importantes par leurs expériences quotidiennes de la
mobilisation et leurs stratégies pour survivre et renforcer leurs pouvoirs. Cependant,
la grande majorité des études historiques concernant les expériences de guerre des
femmes dans I’Empire ottoman portent sur les femmes qui ont contribué a la
mobilisation ou sur les activités des femmes des classes supérieures ou moyennes qui
ont publié¢ des journaux ou fondé des associations. Contrairement a ces études, cette
thése, basée sur I’analyse de nouveaux documents officiels des archives nationales

turques, tente de lever le voile sur le réle des femmes pauvres et ordinaires en tant



qu’actrices historiques qui avaient leurs propres buts, différents de ceux qui leurs

étaient imposés par I’Etat et une société patriarcale. L’ histoire de ces femmes est

encore inconnue. L’objet principal de cette thése est de contribuer a combler cette
lacune.

Cette these de doctorat tente d’affirmer que les femmes turques n’ont pas eu
un expérience de guerre homogene qui peut étre expliquée par une certaine
« émancipation » et que les luttes quotidiennes des femmes défavorisées pendant la
Premiere Guerre mondiale faisaient aussi partie des luttes politiques de cette époque
et eurent une influence sur les lois et les mesures concernant les femmes. Ces
arguments sont fondés sur certaines approches théoriques qui ont été développées au
cours des derniéres décennies comme 1’approche de I’histoire du genre, I’approche
de I’histoire sociale de E. P. Thompson, la théorie et la méthodologie de I’école des
« subaltern studies », les nouvelles approches pour définir le concept « politique » et
le concept de « sphére publique », les outils théoriques qui ont ét¢ introduit par
James C. Scott pour montrer les moyens subtils ou secrets de faire de la politique par
les classes inférieurs contre les dirigeants et leur discours hégémonique et finalement
les outils théoriques de I’histoire de la vie quotidienne (A//tagsgeschichte).

Cette étude souligne d’abord que malgré 1’accent remarquable sur
I’émancipation des femmes au cours de la Premiere Guerre mondiale dans la
littérature, ces derniéres ont pergu la guerre comme source de la pauvreté incroyable
produisant famine, épidémies, migration, exploitation, harcelement sexuel et la
violence dans I’Empire ottoman et dans tous les autres pays combattants a des degrés
divers.

Ensuite, cette theése de doctorat montre que le mouvement des femmes avant

la fondation de la République de Turquie et I’introduction du « féminisme d’Etat »
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kémaliste ne peut pas étre réduit aux activités organisées des femmes de la classe
moyenne, ¢duquées et faisant partie de 1’¢lite. Ce travail de doctorat renforce 1’idée
que les efforts inorganisés des femmes défavorisées étaient également importants. En
examinant les diverses réactions des femmes pauvres face a la guerre, cette étude
révele que non seulement la participation des femmes a la mobilisation de guerre
mais aussi leur résistance a celle-ci ont forcé les politiciens a les considérer comme
des actrices importantes au cours du conflit.

Cette theése de doctorat démontre aussi, par une lecture critique des
documents officiels, que 1’aide évident des femmes défavorisée a la mobilisation de
guerre ou leur utilisation d’un discours nationaliste, religieux ou patriarcal pouvaient
avoir quelques raisons pragmatiques.

Finalement, cette étude confirme que dans diverses régions de I’Empire
ottoman les femmes pauvres turques avaient eu une expérience plus difficile et plus
brutale de la guerre que les femmes de la plupart des pays combattants de I’Occident.

La géographie étudiée dans cette étude concerne surtout 1’ Anatolie et la
Thrace. Entre les groups des femmes ottomanes de diverses ethnies et religions cette
theése de doctorat examine seulement les femmes turques. Finalement, et afin ne pas
isoler les femmes turques des femmes des autres pays belligérants, il nous a semblé
nécessaire de mener un certain nombre de comparaisons, sur une géographie ¢élargie
pour mieux comprendre les problémes similaires rencontrés par les femmes d’autres
régions. Les sources utilisées pour cette thése de doctorat sont principalement les
documents des archives nationales turques comme les Archives Ottomanes du
Premier Ministre (Basbakanlik Osmanli Arsivi), les Archives du Croissant Rouge
Turc (Tiirk Kizilay Arsivi) et les Archives de la Direction de I’Histoire Militaire et

des Etudes Stratégiques de I’Etat-major Général Turc (Genelkurmay Askeri Tarih ve
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Stratejik Etiit Bagskanligi Arsivi). Par ailleurs, on a utilisé les rapports, les mémoires
des observateurs contemporaines, la littérature de cette époque, journaux et
magasines, et les documents visuels comme les photographies, cartes postales et
caricatures qui représentent les femmes défavorisées.

Apres le chapitre d’introduction de cette theése de doctorat, le chapitre deux
porte sur ’impact de la Premiére Guerre mondiale sur le front intérieur des pays
combattants, tandis que le chapitre trois étudie I’impact économique de la guerre sur
la société ottoman, les conséquences démographiques des pertes humaines et la
mobilisation de guerre et la propagande concernant les femmes. Le chapitre quatre
présente la lutte des femmes contre la faim et les pénuries ; le chapitre cinq examine
les aides financieres aux familles des soldats et la perception des femmes de ces
mesures et leurs exigences et leurs plaintes sur eux ; le chapitre six se concentre sur
les problemes liés au logement et a I’éducation des enfants et la lutte quotidienne des
femmes pour percevoir les aides (logement et maternité) ; le chapitre sept analyse les
problémes des femmes pauvres, et leurs réactions, dans le cadre professionnel tels
que I’exploitation, les conditions négatives de travail, les bas salaires, les pratiques
discriminatoires, le mauvais traitement et les pertes d’emplois dans les régions
occupées par ’ennemi ; finalement, le chapitre huit traite de la résistance des femmes
a la mobilisation de guerre : conscription de leurs hommes, impdts de guerre €levés,
réquisitions des outils agricoles et des animaux, obligation du service agricole et

contrdle d’Etat de la moralité des femmes et la vie conjugale.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

This dissertation explores ordinary Turkish women’s everyday experience of World
War I in the Ottoman Empire until the final peace treaty was signed in 1923. It
focuses on not only women in the capital city but also in Anatolia and eastern
Thrace. It examines the history of the largest group of civilians on the Ottoman home
front who had sent their men to the front and who had become very important for the
war mobilization as labor force or as wives and mothers at home. It sheds light on
two different but interrelated aspects of ordinary Turkish women’s experience that
have not been examined yet in Ottoman-Turkish history. It scrutinizes both the
suffering and daily responses of ordinary women to the social impact of the war, the
state policies concerning them, the adverse conditions in which they lived, and the
unfavorable treatment of them. In this regard, this is a sort of monographic survey of
these wartime experiences of ordinary women, most of whom were lower-class and
poor, their sufferings, survival and resistance forms, and negotiation strategies in the
face of war-related economic and social hardships, war mobilization, and other
exploitive, oppressive and restrictive practices that afflicted them in daily life.

The main argument of this dissertation is that ordinary lower-class poor
Turkish women faced great difficulties in the war years, but became important social
and political actors of the war through their everyday experience of war mobilization
and their subjective strategies for survival and empowerment. Nevertheless,
historians generally have ignored most of their agency. Even those studies on
Ottoman-Turkish women’s agency in this period generally have been captured by the

influence of the modernization paradigm and nationalism. These studies have



conventionally focused on upper and middle class, educated women. Taking their
experience into account exclusively, scholarly accounts generally have accepted the
war years as a “progressive” phase for the “emancipation” of Turkish women
through their contribution to work life, mobilization efforts, or through the limited
secular reforms undertaken by the Unionist Ottoman government. Surely, World War
I provided an important experience which helped some privileged and educated
women to claim or acquire comparatively further civil, political or economic rights
and positions. However, for the majority of Ottoman women the war, in fact, was a
disaster.' In this sense, this study attempts to discover this lost and unwritten chapter
of ordinary women’s stories in their own terms which have been overshadowed and
overlooked by modernist, nationalist and elitist narratives so far. By doing this, what
it unveils is the ambiguities, contradictions and mostly new problems, for ordinary
women, posed by socio-economic upheavals, transformation, and modernization in
the war years which were mostly praised as a step forward the formation of a new
secular nation-state and of emancipated women.”

On the other hand, women’s war time experiences consisted of not only
disastrous deprivations, sufferings and difficulties. These were accompanied by
women’s struggles for survival and economic rights. In this regard, it is important to
remember that the development of the women’s movement for citizenship rights had
a long process in the Western context that was not restricted to women’s struggle for

political emancipation, but included their fight for socio-economic rights and their

! For the wartime reforms concerning women, see Kumari Jayawardena, Feminism and Nationalism in
the Third World, 3 ed. (London; New Jersey: Zed Books Ltd., 1989), pp. 31-33.

? For critical accounts which discuss the complex, contradictory and ambiguous characteristic of
modernity for women and feminism in the Middle East, see Lila Abu-Lughod, ed., Remaking Women:
Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
1998).



everyday struggles for survival as well.’ Unfortunately, women’s, especially ordinary
women’s social and economic struggles have not been noticed in most of the
historical accounts on Turkish women. This shows itself significantly in the
inadequate scholarly interest on lower-class women’s World War I experience.
However, the war forced many low-income women more than ever to deal with
adverse economic conditions, state bureaucracy and to create their own strategies to
cope with the increasing hardships. Women’s bodies as workforce or as families of
the soldiers became an integral part of wartime politics. Despite this political
importance of the great masses of lower-class women, the historical accounts of
wartime women’s experience in the Ottoman Empire have been restricted to women
who contributed to the war mobilization and to the associational and publishing
activities of upper or middle-class women.* This was partly because ordinary women
did not pursue organized and intellectual activities, as elite women did. Another
reason for this is the difficulty of locating records of lower-class women’s life
experiences since it is hard to access to the historical sources about them.

In this regard, this dissertation aims to broaden the horizons of the
historiography on Turkish women by going beyond the history of the middle class
and educated women and by scrutinizing lower-class Ottoman-Turkish women’s
daily experiences and their everyday politics to circumvent the adverse conditions,
state policies, exploitation and oppression, on the basis of new archival sources that
give detailed information about these women and reach us their voice. Rather than

accepting the World War I years as a period during which Turkish women

3 For the account of this process of women’s movements in the European context, see Gisela Bock,
Avrupa Tarihinde Kadinlar, trans. Zehra Aksu Yilmazer (fstanbul: Literatiir, 2004), pp- 149-201; and
Riot-Sarcey, Histoire du féminisme (Paris: Editions La Découverte, 2002), pp. 54-75.

* For exemplary works that emphasizes the importance of class in writing women’s history, see
Leonore Davidoff, Feminist Tarihyaziminda Sinif ve Cinsiyet, ed. Ayse Durakbasa, trans. Zerrin
Ateser and Selda Somuncuoglu and with a foreword by Ayse Durakbasa; and an article by Ferhunde
Ozbay, 2" ed. (istanbul: iletisim Yaymlari, 2009); and Aksu Bora, Kadinlarin Sunifi: Ucretli Ev
Emegi ve Kadin Oznelliginin Insasi, 3" ed. (istanbul: Iletisim Yayinlari, 2010), pp. 53-58.



monolithically experienced a gradual liberty and “emancipation” regardless of their
social and economic status, this study emphasizes the socio-economic problems,
pressures, exploitation, and patriarchal restrictions that ordinary women endured and
struggled against in this period. In other words, this dissertation attempts to shed
light on lower-class women’s role as historical actors who had their own subjective
goals other than those imposed on them by the state and a patriarchal society.
Therefore, it brings into light the lower-class and poor women'’s roles and their
indirect influence in politics through their everyday struggles, which had an impact
on the formation of women’s citizenship rights in the long-run. I argue that women
were not emancipated automatically by the war; however, women’s sufferings and
accompanying struggles for survival forced the governments to consider them more
than ever before due to their indirect political importance.

On the other hand, this study does not argue that ordinary lower-class women
were as organized as Ottoman feminists in attaining their political rights.
Nevertheless, it attempts to give the background of the future developments of the
Republican period and Turkish feminism later on by examining the wartime
activities and strategies of the impoverished ordinary women. The stories of the
disadvantaged women include vital and undiscovered information about the changing
social structure and the problems that ordinary people endured in a period in which
the Ottoman Empire collapsed. However, the ordinary women have been
underrepresented in the scholarly works on the World War I until now. The primary

object of this dissertation is to contribute to fill this gap.



Problems with the Existing Literature

There are several reasons why the existing literature on the wartime period from
1914 to 1923 has failed to notice the historical experience of lower-class women. In
fact, not only lower class women, but also the experiences of lower class men,
children and soldiers await detailed examination. The main reason for this is that
works of social history on this period are very few, compared to political, economic,
diplomatic and military history accounts. Furthermore, for long decades the official
nationalist historiography mainly concentrated on writing the history of the National
Struggle, which resulted in the emergence of the Turkish Republic, rather than
focusing on the social consequences of World War 1, triggering the final
developments that resulted with the demise of Ottoman Empire.

However, the lack of interest in the war experiences of poor women is related
not only to these general characteristics of historical writing. Although in recent
decades new works have emerged on the Ottoman women’s movement, even the
feminist literature that has studied the late-Ottoman and early-Republican period
largely have remained silent about the historical experience of ordinary women due
to some methodological and ideological reasons.

Until the 1980s, literature on the social and economic consequences of World
War I on Ottoman society remained rather limited. A book by Ahmed Emin
[Yalman] titled Turkey in the World War was the first study on this subject written
by a Turkish scholar and journalist, and have remained the sole comprehensive work
for many decades.’ Outside this book, there were a few second hand contemporary

accounts, albeit less comprehensive, to trace the wartime social developments and

> Ahmed Emin, Turkey in the World War (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1930).



conditions in Turkey. A few American researchers wrote books on social and cultural
landscape of Turkey in the early 1920s. Constantinople To-day or the Pathfinder
Survey of Constantinople: A Study in Oriental Social Life, written under the direction
of Clarence Richard Johnson, who was a professor of sociology at Robert College in
istanbul, described the social conditions in Istanbul in 1920.° One year later,
American professors of the International College of izmir also prepared a similar
study on Izmir, with the title 4 Survey of Some Social Conditions in Smyrna, Asia
Minor — May 1921." In addition to these two monographs, another study that gave
information about the social developments during the World War I was Modern
Turkey: A Politico-Economic Interpretation, 1908-1923, published in 1924, with the
contributions of Ottoman and American experts on the Ottoman Empire under the
editorship of Eliot Grinnell Mears.*

It was only after the 1980s that new works were published on the social and
economic impact of the war in the Ottoman Empire. Some initial studies emphasized
the wartime reforms of the Young Turk politicians. Zafer Toprak, in an article titled
“The Family, Feminism, and the State during the Young Turk Period, 1908-1918”
showed how women and family became important parts of the politicians’ agenda
during the Second Constitutional period and especially during the war years.’
Likewise, Feroz Ahmad in an article titled “War and Society under the Young Turks,

1908-18" discussed the legal impact of the wartime reforms undertaken by the

6 Clarence Richard Johnson, ed., Constantinople To-day or the Pathfinder Survey of Constantinople:
A Study in Oriental Social Life (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1922).

" Rifat N. Bali, ed., 4 Survey of Some Social Conditions in Smyrna, Asia Minor - May 1921 (istanbul:
Libra Kitapcilik ve Yayncilik, [2009]).

¥ Eliot Grinnell Mears, ed., Modern Turkey: A Politico-Economic Interpretation, 1908-1923 Inclusive
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1924).

? Zafer Toprak, “The Family, Feminism, and the State during the Young Turk Period, 1908-1918,” in
Premiere rencontre internationale sur I’Empire ottoman et la Turquie moderne, ed. Edhem Eldem
(istanbul-Paris: Edition ISIS, 1991), pp. 441-452.



Committee of Union and Progress (Ittihdd ve Terakki Cemiyeti) on Ottoman society
and to some extent on women. '

Wartime social conditions in the big cities constituted another issue in which
scholars have been interested. In a volume of articles edited by Stéphane Yerasimos
titled Istanbul, 1914-1923: capitale d’'un monde illusoire ou l’agonie des vieux
empires (Istanbul, 1914-1923: Capital of an Illusory World or the Agony of the Old
Empires) social and cultural change in the capital city of the Ottoman Empire
between 1914 and 1923 was studied.'' Mehmet Temel also wrote on the social
conditions in the Armistice period Istanbul, focusing on such phenomenon as food
shortages, migrants, fires, gangs and banditry, epidemics and venereal diseases in his
book Isgal Yillarinda Istanbul 'un Sosyal Durumu (Social Conditions of Istanbul
during the Occupation Years).'* Furthermore, a book by Nur Bilge Criss, Istanbul
under Allied Occupation, 1918-1923, revealed important information about the
socio-economic and political situation in Istanbul and to some extent the patriotic
demonstrations and underground national resistance activities of middle and upper-
class women in the city." Finally, Engin Berber examined the administrative
developments in Izmir from the beginning of the Armistice to the occupation of the
city by Greek army in Yeni Onbinlerin Gélgesinde Bir Sancak: Izmir (30 Ekim 1918
— 15 Mayis 1919) (A County under the Shadow of the New Ten Thousands: izmir,

30 October 1918 — 15 May 1919)."

1" Feroz Ahmad, “War and Society under the Young Turks, 1908-1918,” in The Modern Middle East:
A Reader, ed. Albert Hourani, Philip S. Khoury, and Mary C. Wilson (London: 1. B. Tauris Co.,
1993), pp. 265-286.

' Stéphane Yerasimos, ed., Istanbul, 1914-1923: capitale d 'un monde illusoire ou I’agonie des vieux
empires (Paris: Autrement, 1992).

12 Mehmet Temel, Isgal Yillarinda Istanbul 'un Sosyal Durumu (Ankara: Kiiltiir Bakanligi, 1998).

1 Nur Bilge Criss, Istanbul under Allied Occupation, 1918-1923 (Leiden; Boston: Brill, 1999).

14 Engin Berber, Yeni Onbinlerin Gélgesinde Bir Sancak: Izmir (30 Ekim 1918 — 15 Mays 1919)
(istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari, 1999).



The most informative and comprehensive accounts of the social history of the
war period have been those studies which focused on the economic impact of World
War 1. A study by Vedat Eldem titled Harp ve Miitareke Yillarinda Osmanlh
Imparatorlugu nun Ekonomisi (The Economy of Ottoman Empire during the War
and Armistice Years) on the economic impact of World War I and the National
Struggle years; a book by Zafer Toprak titled [ttihad-Terakki ve Cihan Harbi: Savas
Ekonomisi ve Tiirkiye'de Devlet¢ilik, 1914-1918 (ittihad-Terakki and World War I:
War Economy and Statism in Turkey, 1914-1918); and an article by Sevket Pamuk,
“The Ottoman Economy in World War I”” are the most important of these."> All these
studies provide important information to grasp the social and economic change and
conditions and the state policies, which is vital for interpreting the wartime poverty
of women in this study.

Another group of scholars are interested in the mobilization efforts of the
Ottoman Empire, which also required the support of the Ottoman women who had
sent their breadwinners to the front. Erol Koroglu studied the impact of war
propaganda during World War [ in the literature of the time in his book Ottoman
Propaganda and Turkish Identity: Literature in Turkey during World War I.'°
Mehmet Besikgi also wrote on the Ottoman mobilization of manpower during World

War I and its impact on state-society relations in his dissertation, “Between

' Vedat Eldem, Harp ve Miitareke Yillarinda Osmanli Imparatorlugu’'nun Ekonomisi (Ankara: Tiirk
Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1994); Zafer Toprak, [ttihad-Terakki ve Cihan Harbi: Savas Ekonomisi ve
Tiirkiye 'de Devlet¢ilik, 1914-1918 (istanbul: Homer, 2003); and Sevket Pamuk, “The Ottoman
Economy in World War 1,” in The Economics of World War I, ed. Stephen Broadberry and Mark
Harrison (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005), pp. 112-136.

' Erol Kéroglu, Ottoman Propaganda and Turkish Identity: Literature in Turkey during World War I
(London; New York: Tauris Academic Studies: in the United States of America and Canada
distributed by Palgrave Macmillan, 2007).



Voluntarism and Resistance: The Ottoman Mobilization of Manpower in the First
World War.”"”

Problems like food shortages, poverty, migration and epidemics due to the
war also have been studied to some extent. Safiye Kiranlar wrote the history of social
measures during the war years in her dissertation, “Savas Yillarinda Tiirkiye’de
Sosyal Yardim Faaliyetleri, 1914-1923” (Welfare Work Activities in Turkey during
the War Years, 1914-1923)."® Oya Daglar Macar examined the wartime epidemics
and measures against them in her book War, Epidemics and Medicine in the Late
Ottoman Empire (1912-191 8)." Likewise, Hikmet Ozdemir studied the impact of
wartime diseases on Ottoman military casualties in World War I in his book The
Ottoman Army, 1914-1918: Disease & Death on the Battlefield.* The wartime
migrations during World War I and the population exchange between Turks and
Greeks that followed the war also have been examined in recent years in various
studies.”’ Finally, Stanford Shaw wrote the Ottoman Empire’s war experience from

prelude to war to July 1916 in his two volumes book The Ottoman Empire in World

7 Mehmet Besikei, “Between Voluntarism and Resistance: The Ottoman Mobilization of Manpower
in the First World War” (Ph. D. diss., Bogazig¢i University, 2009).

' Safiye Kiranlar, “Savas Yillarinda Tiirkiye’de Sosyal Yardim Faaliyetleri (1914-1923)” (Ph.D.
diss., Istanbul University, 2005).

19 Oya Daglar-Macar, War, Epidemics and Medicine in the Late Ottoman Empire (1912-1918)
(Haarlem; Netherlands: Turkestan and Azerbaijan Research Centre, 2008).

? Hikmet Ozdemir, The Ottoman Army, 1914-1918: Disease & Death on the Battlefield (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 2008).

2! For the migration of Muslim and Turks into the Anatolia and Thrace, see Tuncay Ogiin, Unutulmus
Bir Gog Trajedisi: Vilayat-1 Sarkiye Miiltecileri (1915-1923) (Ankara: Babil Yaymecilik, 2004); and
Erol Kaya, Birinci Diinya Savasi ve Milli Miicadele de Tiirk Miiltecileri: Vilaydt-1 Sarkiyye ve Aydin
Vilayeti Miiltecileri, 1915-1923 (Ankara: Ebabil, 2007). For the population exchange between Turkey
and Greece after World War I, see Renée Hirschon, ed., Crossing the Aegean: An Appraisal of the
1923 Compulsory Population Exchange between Greece and Turkey (New York: Berghahn Books,
2003); Onur Yildirim, Diplomacy and Displacement: Reconsidering the Turco-Greek Exchange of
Populations, 1922-1934 (New York: Routledge, 2006); and Bruce Clark, Twice a Stranger: The Mass
Expulsions that Forged Modern Greece and Turkey (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
2006). See also Justin McCarthy, Death and Exile: The Ethnic Cleansing of Ottoman Muslims, 1821-
1922 (Princeton, New Jersey: The Darwin Press, Inc., 1996).



War I, but the third volume in which he planned to study the Ottoman society during
the war was not completed, since he passed away in 2006.%

Undoubtedly, all of these studies provide partial and indirect knowledge on
ordinary Ottoman-Turkish women by focusing on the social and economic
conditions and the state policies, which surrounded and affected the women.
However, ultimately these women have remained one of the least known subjects in
this literature. As Murat Metinsoy first draws attention, the experiences and struggles
of the Ottoman-Turkish ordinary people, specificly lower-class women during the
World War I, have been barely touched in the Ottoman-Turkish historiography.23

As for specific accounts on ordinary Ottoman-Turkish women during the war
years, although few in number, there were some earlier studies, which motivated the
writing of this dissertation. Ottoman working-class women’s conditions during
World War I were first discussed in 1918 by a German woman scholar, Charlotte
Lorenz, in her work, “Die Frauenfrage im Osmanishen Reiche mit besonderer
Berucksichtigung der arbeitenden Klasse” (The Women’s Question in the Ottoman
Empire with Special Reference to the Working Class).** This study remained the first
and only specific account on lower class Ottoman-Turkish women until the recent
years.

In the last ten years, Yavuz Selim Karakisla has written the history of

working women and state policies regarding the employment of women in his

22 Stanford Shaw, The Ottoman Empire in World War I, 2 vols. (Ankara: Turkish Historical Society,
2006-).

» Murat Metinsoy, Ikinci Diinya Savasi 'nda Tiirkiye: Savas ve Giindelik Yasam (Istanbul: Homer
Kitabevi, 2007), pp. 20-21. He writes, although World War I and National Struggle caused a deep
social transformation in Turkey, a social history of ordinary people and their everyday experiences in
these extraordinary years have not been examined in detail in the lights of new methods and sources.
Metinsoy states that although Turkish historians conventionally focus on especially the military and
diplomatic aspects of the Great Offensive (Biiyiik Taarruz), little is known about preparation of this
final battle and experiences of lower classes during the mobilization.

?* Charlotte Lorenz, “Die Frauenfrage im Osmanischen Reiche mit besonderer Berucksichtigung der
arbeitenden Klasse,” Die Welt des Islams, Bd. 6, H. 3/4 (Dec. 31, 1918), pp. 72-214.
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various works about the late-Ottoman period including World War 1. His book
Women, War and Work in the Ottoman Empire: Society for the Employment of
Ottoman Muslim Women, 1916-1923 examined Muslim women’s entry into
professional life in large numbers by being employed through the Society for the
Employment of Ottoman Muslim Women (Osmanli Kadinlar: Calistirma Cemiyet-i
Islamiyesi) during World War I. This is the only book written after the work of
Lorenz on lower-class Turkish-Muslim women in the Great War.”

Finally, although it is not a study of lower-class women, Fatma Tiire’s
dissertation, “Images of Istanbul Women in the 1920s” examined the popular
obscene literature of the 1920s and revealed the concerns and fears of society due to
the increasing sexual autonomy and potential moral decadence of Turkish women in
those years.”® Evidently, the problems regarding women’s morality in the 1920s were
to a large extent related to the legacy of the war, and they influenced many poor
Turkish women.

It should be noted that not only historians but also feminist scholars have
remained silent about Ottoman ordinary women. Works concerning the Ottoman
women’s struggle for their rights during the late-Ottoman and early-Republican
period mainly have focused on some women writers, like the famous Turkish writer
Halide Edib [Adivar], reforms in women’s education, women’s associations founded
for patriotic and philanthropic goals, women’s journals and periodicals, and changes

in women’s clothing.”” Surely, many of these works reveal that there were

» Yavuz Selim Karakisla, Women, War and Work in the Ottoman Empire: Society for the
Employment of Ottoman Muslim Women, 1916-1923 (Istanbul: Ottoman Bank Archives and Research
Centre, 2005).

*® Diiriye Fatma Tiire, “Images of Istanbul Women in the 1920s” (Ph. D. diss., Bogazi¢i University,
2007).

27 See for example, Serpil Cakir, “Bir Osmanli Kadin Orgiitii: Osmanh Miidafaa-1 Hukuk-u Nisvan
Cemiyeti,” Tarih ve Toplum 11, No. 66 (June, 1989), pp. 16-21; Serpil Cakir, “Osmanli Kadinlar1
Esirgeme Dernegi,” Toplum ve Bilim, No. 45 (Spring 1989), pp. 91-97; Serpil Cakir, “Osmanli Kadin
Dernekleri,” Toplum ve Bilim, No. 53 (Spring 1991), pp. 139-157; Sefika Kurnaz, II. Megrutiyet
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considerable efforts by Ottoman women, though limited to the upper class and a
small number of educated women, to attain some rights and acceptance prior to the
Republican reforms concerning women.”® They especially show that Turkish women
did not attain their political rights only as an “endowment” of the Republican
poli‘[icians.29 However, while the ideological, cultural, legal and political struggle of
middle and upper-class women were discovered in these studies, the struggle of
lower-class Turkish women is not studied in detail. Even the feminist scholars have
been under the influence of the conventional versions of the Ottoman-Turkish
historiography, which regard the direct involvement in the organized movements or
intellectual and publishing activities as the sine qua non of being historical agents.
This is also related to the methodological restrictions of making research on
ordinary women such as difficulties in accessing to organized and reliable sources in
the archives that give detailed data on women. Another main obstacle is related to
conducting research on Muslim women in the Middle East with theoretical tools
borrowed from the West. As Deniz Kandiyoti argues, the development in feminist
scholarship has been integrated in studies about Middle Eastern women only partially

and selectively, which primarily is due to “the historical connection between

Déneminde Tiirk Kadini (Istanbul: Milli Egitim Bakanlig1, 1996); Sefika Kurnaz, Cumhuriyet
Oncesinde Tiirk Kadini: (1839-1923) (Istanbul: Milli Egitim Bakanlig1, 1997); Leyla Kaplan,
Cemiyetlerde ve Siyasi Teskilatlarda Tiirk Kadini (1908-1960) (Ankara: Atatiirk Kiiltiir, Dil ve Tarih
Yiiksek Kurumu Atatiirk Arastirma Merkezi, 1998); Ayse Durakbasa, Halide Edib: Tiirk
Modernlesmesi ve Feminizm, 2™ ed. (Istanbul: iletisim Yayinlari, 2002); and Sefika Kurnaz,
Yenilesme Siirecinde Tiirk Kadini, 1839-1923 (Istanbul: Otiiken, 2011). For a preliminary study, see
Bernard Caporal, Kemalizmde ve Kemalizm Sonrasinda Tiirk Kadini (1919-1970) (Ankara: Tiirkiye Is
Bankasi Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 1982).

*¥ See for instance, Serpil Cakir, Osmanli Kadin Hareketi (istanbul: Metis Yayimnlari, 1993); Sirin
Tekeli, “Kadin Hareketi,” in Diinden Bugiine Istanbul Ansiklopedisi, Vol. 4 (istanbul: Tiirkiye
Ekonomik ve Toplumsal Tarih Vakfi Yayinlari, 1994), pp. 349-354; and Aynur Demirdirek, “In
Pursuit of the Ottoman Women’s Movement,” trans. Zehra F. Arat, in Deconstructing Images of “The
Turkish Woman,” ed. Zehra F. Arat (New York: Palgrave, 2000), pp. 65-81.

2 Zafer Toprak, “Halk Firkasi’'ndan Once Kurulan Parti: Kadinlar Halk Firkasi,” Tarik ve T oplum 9,
No. 51 (Mar., 1988), pp. 30-31; Aysegiil Yaraman, Tiirkiye de Kadinlarin Siyasal Temsili (Istanbul:
Baglam Yayinlari, 1999), pp. 39-50; Aysegiil Yaraman, Resmi Tarihten Kadin Tarihine: Elinin
Hamuruyla Ozgiirliik (Istanbul: Baglam Yayinlari, 2001); and Yaprak Zihnioglu, Kadinsiz Inkilap:
Nezihe Muhiddin, Kadinlar Halk Firkasi, Kadin Birligi (Istanbul: Metis Yaynlar1, 2003).
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feminism and nationalism” and “enduring legacy of concerns around the effects of

3% In other words, the history of women also has remained

cultural imperialism.
under the influence of the nationalist, modernist and state-centered narrative,
homogenizing women’s particular and different experiences and discouraging the
exploration of local variables and class differences through grand narratives of social
and national development and transformation.

Until now, scholars writing on Middle Eastern women have shown that these
women were under a “dual hegemony,” by which is meant both the imperialist
hegemony of the West and the patriarchal hegemony of their society.”’ They have
explained how women were accepted and depicted as the cultural bearers and
symbols of national identity.’* Furthermore, they have revealed the particular
difficulties of women in the colonized countries of Middle East in their struggle for
rights in a political, cultural and ideological environment in which both the colonial
rulers and the local elites strived to maintain gender hierarchies.>® They have showed
how some modernizing states devoted importance to the transformation of the

Muslim family by adopting “state feminisms” in countries like Turkey and Iran in the

interwar period.** However, while making these contributions, the subjects of history

%% Deniz Kandiyoti, “Contemporary Feminist Scholarship and Middle East Studies,” in Gendering the
Middle East: Emerging Perspectives, ed. Deniz Kandiyoti (London; New York: I. B. Tauris
Publishers, 1996), p. 18.

3! Fatma Miige Gogek and Shiva Balaghi, “Introduction: Reconstructing Gender in the Middle East
Through Voice and Experience,” in Reconstructing Gender in the Middle East: Tradition, Identity,
and Power, ed. Fatma Miige Gogek and Shiva Balaghi (New York: Columbia University Press, 1994,
p.-1

32 See for example, Beth Baron, Egypt as a Woman: Nationalism, Gender, and Politics (Berkeley; Los
Angeles; London: University of California Press, 2005).

3 See for example, Elizabeth Thompson, Colonial Citizens: Republican Rights, Paternal Privilege,
and Gender in French Syria and Lebanon (New York: Columbia University Press, 2000); and Beth
Baron, The Women'’s Awakening in Egypt: Culture, Society, and the Press (New Haven; London: Yale
University Press, 1994).

** Deniz Kandiyoti, “End of Empire: Islam, Nationalism and Women in Turkey,” in Women, Islam
and the State, ed. Deniz Kandiyoti (Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire: Macmillan, 1991), pp. 22-
47; Mervat F. Hatem, “Modernization, the State, and the Family in Middle East Women’s Studies,” in
Social History of Women and Gender in the Modern Middle East, ed. Margaret L. Meriwether and
Judith E. Tucker (Boulder, Colo.: Westview Press, 1999), pp. 63-87; and Ellen L. Fleischmann, “The
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in their works has been mostly the modernizing-nationalist elite, intellectual-elite
women as leaders of the women’s movements, and the associational and intellectual
activities of middle and upper-class women, like writing books, publishing women’s
periodicals, and founding women’s associations.

In contrast with these ideological limits in writing the history of women in the
Middle East, from 1970s onwards, feminist historians in Europe and the United
States who have written women’s history and gender history have produced works
on a wide spectrum of issues, although these studies largely have been restricted to
the Western context.”> Revisionist works of some Western feminist scholars on the
experiences of women during World War I have started to underline not only the
emancipation of women through their contribution to the war mobilization and war
work, but also the negative impact of the war on women in terms of economic
problems that particularly influenced lower-class women, and the wartime
patriarchal pressures and violence that women suffered.*® However, because of the
hegemony of the modernization paradigm and nationalism, combined with grand,
homogenizing, elite-centered narratives or Marxian overemphasis on socio-economic
transformation which has been assumed deterministically as a catalyst of the

emergence of women'’s liberties and rights, women’s specific experiences and

Other ‘Awakening’: The Emergence of Women’s Movements in the Modern Middle East, 1900-
1940,” in ibid., pp. 89-139.
35 For example, see George Duby and Michelle Perrot, eds., Histoire des femmes en Occident, S vols.
(Paris: Plon, 1991-1992); Marilyn J. Boxer and Jean H. Quataert, Connecting Spheres: European
Women in a Globalizing World, 1500 to the Present, 2" ed. (New York; Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2000); Jess Wells, Kadin Goziiyle Bati Avrupa’da Fahiseligin Tarihi, trans. Nesrin Arman, ond
ed. (Istanbul: Pencere Yayinlari, 1997); and Yannick Ripa, Les femmes, actrices de I'Histoire France,
1789-1945 (Paris: Armand Colin, 2004).
% For example, see Ute Daniel, The War from within: German Working-Class Women in the First
World War (Oxford; New York: Berg, 1997); Deborah Thom, Nice Girls and Rude Girls: Women
Workers in World War I (London; New York: I. B. Tauris Publishers, 2000); Belinda Davis, Home
Fires Burning: Food, Politics, and Everyday Life in World War I Berlin (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Pres, 2000); Evelyne Morin-Rotureau, ed., 1914-1918: combats de femmes: les
femmes, pilier de I'effort de guerre (Paris: Editions Autrement, 2004); and Chantal Antier, Les femmes
dans la Grande Guerre ([Saint-Cloud]: 14-18 Editions, 2011). For violence against women, see
Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau, L ‘enfant de [’ennemi, 1914-1918 (Paris: Aubier, 1995).
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struggles have not been studied particularly in the historical literature on World War
L

A close look at the negative impact of the war shows that there was a great
divergence between the real conditions of poor women and the depiction of them in
the official discourse and press as “the honor of the country” and “devoted helpers of
the country.” Yet, this negative impact of the war has not been studied for Ottoman
women, and especially for Turkish women who were symbolized as the self-
sacrificing “mothers of the nation.” Most of the works on World War I and the
National Struggle periods rather emphasized women’s contributions to the war and
their patriotic activities by taking the official sources and the limited number of
middle and upper class women’s magazines for granted. What the historical writing
generally have meant by the concept of “women’s agency” is either their self-
denying contributions to the war effort or their intellectual activities. The conflicts
and struggles between the lower class Turkish women and the Ottoman state and
then the nationalist forces, their discontent with and resistance to the state policies,
wartime measures, propaganda, social and economic conditions or appropriation of
these measures for their self interests or very survival have not been examined so

37
far.

37 For example, see Bekir Sitki Baykal, Milli Miicadele’de Anadolu Kadinlar: Miidafaa-i Vatan
Cemiyeti (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1986); Fevziye Abdullah Tansel, Istikldl Harbi’'nde
Miicahit Kadinlarimiz (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi, 1988); Aynur Misiroglu, Kuva-y:
Milliye 'nin Kadin Kahramanlar: (Istanbul: Sebil Yaymevi, 1994); Milli Miicadele’de ve

Cumbhuriyet 'in Ilk Yillarinda Kadinlarimiz (Ankara: T.C. Milli Savunma Bakanlig1, 1998); Osman
Alagdz, Milli Miicadele’de Kinali Eller (Istanbul: Kaynak Yayinlari, 20006); Zeki Sarthan, Kurtulus
Savagsi Kadinlar, 3" ed. (istanbul: Remzi Kitabevi, 2007); Ferit Erden Boray, Kuvvay: Milliye ve
Oliimsiiz Kadin Kahramanlar (Istanbul: Kum Saati Yaynlari, 2008); Ziimriit Sénmez, Kizil Toprak
Ak Yemeni: Savasin Kadinlar: (Istanbul: Yarimada Yayncilik, 2008); Necmeddin Sahiner, Tarihi
Degistiren Kadinlar (Ankara: Elips Kitap, 2008); and Bahrem Yildiz, Kadinin Adi Anadolu: Kurtulus
Savasi 'nda Kadinlarimiz (Istanbul: Ozan Yaymcilik, 2011).
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Theoretical Background

This dissertation claims that Turkish women did not have a homogenous wartime
experience which can be explained with “self-sacrifice” and “emancipation,” and that
the everyday struggle of lower-class women during World War I was also part of the
political struggles of this period and had an impact on the laws and measures
concerning society, particulary women. These arguments are based on new archival
sources and some theoretical approaches developed in recent decades.

Women'’s history started with the aim of showing women’s historical agency
in the 1970s, but it was challenged from the 1980s onwards with gender history,
which studied not only the social construction of the dominance of men over women
in a given context but also the differences and power relations among women of
different class, race, religion and culture.”® Although the term “gender” has an
Anglo-Saxon origin and it suits much more American society where hierarchies
according to “class, race, and culture” have a particular political importance, gender
history has had an impact on feminist historians of countries other than the United
States.”” Women’s particularities and their differences has entered into historical

writing with gender history, which has sought the diversified experiences of women

38 Joan W. Scott, “Women’s History,” in New Perspectives on Historical Writing, ed. Peter Burke, nd
ed. (University Park, Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2001), pp. 50-57. See also, Joan
Wallach Scott, “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical Analysis,” in Feminism & History, ed. Joan
Wallach Scott (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 152-182.

% For the impact of gender history, see Fabrice Virgili, “L’histoire des femmes et I’histoire des genres
aujourd’hui,”Vingtieme Siecle Revue d’histoire, No. 75, Numéro spécial: Histoire des femmes,
histoire des genres (Jul. — Sep., 2002), pp. 5-14; Paula Schwartz, ““Women’s Studies, Gender
Studies’: le contexte américain,” ibid, pp. 15-20; Francoise Thébaud, Ecrire [ 'histoire des femmes,
with the preface of Alain Corbin (Paris: ENS Editions, 2001); Michéle Riot-Sarcey,
“L’historiographie frangaise et le concept de ‘genre’,” Revue d histoire moderne et contemporaine,
No. 47-4 (Oct. — Dec., 2000), pp. 805-814; “Genre,” in Les mots de I’Histoire des femmes (Toulouse:
Presses Universitaires du Mirail, 2004), pp. 42-43; and Frangoise Thébaud, “Conclusion,” in

L histoire sans les femmes est-elle possible?: colloque organisé par Anne-Marie Sohn, Frangoise
Thélamon, Rouen, 27-29 novembre 1997 ([Paris]: Perrin, 1998), pp. 389-400.
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rather than a homogenous experience under the category of a single “womanhood”
that is constant from one period to another or one context to another.*

Second, this study is inspired by a social history approach as used by E. P.
Thompson in The Making of the English Working Class, which is a social history of
lower-class people.*! In addition, theoretically and methodologically, the subaltern
studies school is an important source of inspiration in unearthing disadvantaged
women’s voices and agency.

Surely, this dissertation puts more emphasis to women’s experiences than
Thompson or members of subaltern studies school do in their work. Indeed, as Joan
W. Scott argues, even the above-mentioned monumental work of Thompson is
gender-blind in the evaluation of working-class women’s role in history.* As for
subaltern school, as Lila Abu-Lughod criticizes, “it remained strangely silent on
women’s agency.”43

Indeed, even in working-class history, the wife of the “unknown soldier” has
been silenced for a long time. The experience of the struggle and survival of
proletarian women have not been examined thoroughly.** Therefore, a social history

of lower-class women’s everyday experiences provides not only historical

knowledge on women, but also links women’s history to larger historical writing and

0 See for example, Denise Riley, “Does a Sex Have a History?” in Feminism & History, ed. Joan
Wallach Scott (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), pp. 17-33.

* For the evaluation of E. P. Thompson’s works, see Harvey J. Kaye, The British Marxist Historians:
an Introductory Analysis (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995), pp. 167-220.

** Joan Wallach Scott, “Women in The Making of the English Working Class,” in Gender and the
Politics of History, writ. by Joan Wallach Scott, Rev. ed. (New York: Columbia University Press,
1999), pp. 68-90.

* Lila Abu-Lughod, “Introduction: Feminist Longings and Postcolonial Conditions, ”” in Remaking
Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East, pp. 23-24.

* Fatmagiil Berktay, “Tarihyaziminda Farkli Bir Perspektif,” in Tarihin Cinsiyeti (Istanbul: Metis
Yaynlari, 2003), p. 20; Fatmagiil Berktay, “Kendine Ait Bir Tarih,” Tarih ve Toplum, No. 183 (Mar.,
1999), p. 48; and Andrée Michel, Le féminisme, 8 ed. (Paris: Presses universitaires de France, 2003),
p. 6.
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working-class history in general.45 In this respect, this dissertation is inspired from
both the labor history and subaltern studies theoretically and methodologically. On
the other hand, their common indifference to women’s agency prompted the author
of this dissertation to contribute to fill this gap.

It is possible to conceive of women’s everyday struggle as political on the
basis of recent theories concerning state-society relations and the division of public
and private spheres. After Michel Foucault introduced the concept of
“governmentality” for studying modern states, the intellectual boundaries between
the political affairs of the state and private realm of the society became blurred.*
Feminist scholars have also shown that the division between public and private is
actually socially constructed.*’ They also convincingly proved that there is “no social
sphere which is protected from state intervention.”** Consequently, women with their
role in the family as mothers, with their bodies, and with their morality were studied
for their political importance for the modern states.*’ Feminist scholars also have
shown the political role of women in history, in the sense that women’s bodies
became subjects of politics. This approach has a particular importance for World
War I, because of the critical role that women played in the war effort. In that sense,
it is important to look at the wartime experience of women’s bodies such as

exploitation at work, poverty and hunger, which eventually forced those working-

* Louise A. Tilly, Brigitte Yvon-Deyme, and Michel Deyme, “Genre, histoire des femmes et histoire
sociale,” Genéses, No. 2 (1990), pp. 148-167.

4 See for example, Graham Burchell, Colin Gordon, and Peter Miller, eds., The Foucault Effect:
Studies in Governmentality, with two lectures and an interview with Michel Foucault (Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1991).

7 Ann-Louise Shapiro, “Introduction: History and Feminist Theory, or Talking Back to the Beadle,”
History and Theory, Beiheft 31, History and Feminist Theory, ed. Ann-Louise Shapiro (Dec., 1992),
pp- 4-5.

* Nira Yuval-Davis, Gender & Nation (London; Thousand Oaks; New Delhi: Sage Publications,
1997), p. 80.

* For example, see the introduction chapter of, Jacques Donzelot, La police des familles (Paris: Les
Editions de Minuit, 1977).
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class women whose bodies became “sites of intensified intervention and regulation”
of the state during the war to develop a kind of political consciousness.”’

New approaches in defining the public sphere also have enlarged its
definition.”' Social historians have showed that there are multiple public spheres
rather than one single “public sphere.”* As Nancy Fraser has written, these public
spheres might even be in conflict with each other as there are some “subaltern
counterpublics formed under conditions of dominance and subordination.””’
Women’s public spheres constitute an important example. Mary P. Ryan has shown
that women in the nineteenth century also could be active in politics although they
were not endowed with political rights through their voluntary work in the United
States.>* Taking this perspective a step further, Belinda Davis has pointed out that
women found ways to participate in politics with their resistance to the wartime
economic hardships. She has shown how lower-class women in Berlin during World
War I, who were called “woman of lesser means,” who unlike the “soldier’s wife”
received no financial help from the state in the face of severe shortage of food in

wartime conditions ultimately became active agents of street protests and leading

figures of everyday politics of German people.™

%0 Kathleen Canning, “Feminist History after the Linguistic Turn: Historicizing Discourse and
Experience,” Signs 19, No. 2 (Winter 1994), p. 394. See also, Kathleen Canning, Gender History in
Practice: Historical Perspectives on Bodies, Class & Citizenship (Ithaca, N. Y.: Cornell University
Press, 2006).

*! Harold Mah, “Phantasies of the Public Sphere: Rethinking the Habermas of Historians,” The
Journal of Modern History 72, Issue: 1 (Mar., 2000), p. 157; and Geoff Eley, “Nations, Publics, and
Political Cultures: Placing Habermas in the Nineteenth Century,” in Habermas and the Public Sphere,
ed. Craig Calhoun (Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1992), p. 303.

>2 Craig Calhoun, “Introduction: Habermas and the Public Sphere,” in ibid., p. 37.

>3 Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing
Democracy,” in ibid., p. 127.

> Mary P. Ryan, “Gender and Public Access: Women’s Politics in Nineteenth-Century America,” in
ibid., pp. 259-288.

55 Belinda Davis, “Reconsidering Habermas, Gender, and the Public Sphere: The Case of Wilhelmine
Germany,” in Society, Culture and the State in Germany, 1870-1930, ed. Geoff Eley (Ann Arbor,
Mich.: University of Michigan Press, 1996), pp. 397-426.
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These approaches to diversified public spheres have been used for women of
Muslim societies as well as those who live in much greater seclusion than Western
women. As Elizabeth Thompson writes, the boundary between public and private is
blurred in the Middle Eastern context.> This, however, does not render women the
passive subjects of history. Historians like Leslie P. Pierce have shown for earlier
centuries that Muslim women’s seclusion from public and political life has not
prevented them from being active beyond this private sphere.’’

Scholars like Partha Chatterjee have also shown that the symbolic role
women did have in nation-building and modernization process of their societies
made the women of colonized societies an important actor in politics, because
political conflict over women continued much more at households than outside.™
Many scholars have shown that women’s activities in the private sphere, in roles
such as mothers or wives, had a particular public and political importance in
countries like Iran, Egypt, and Turkey.” Studies on women’s press and their
associations in the Ottoman Empire also have revealed women’s role in the Ottoman
public sphere.®” However, the alternative public spheres of the Ottoman lower-class

women have not been examined yet.

>% Elizabeth Thompson, “Public and Private in Middle Eastern Women’s History,” Journal of
Women’s History 15, No. 1 (Spring 2003), p. 53.

>" Leslie P. Pierce, The Imperial Harem: Women and Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (New York;
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993).

3% Partha Chatterjee, Ulus ve Par¢alari: Kolonyal ve Post-Kolonyal Tarihler, trans. ismail Cekem
(Istanbul: iletisim Yaynlari, 2002), p. 229.

>’ See for example, Afsaneh Najmabadi, “Crafting an Educated Housewife in Iran,” in Remaking
Women. Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East, ed. Lila Abu-Lughod (Princeton, New Jersey:
Princeton University Press, 1998), pp. 91-125; Omnia Shakry, “Schooled Mothers and Structured
Play: Child Rearing in Turn-of-the-Century Egypt,” in ibid., pp. 126-170; and Ferhunde Ozbay,
“Gendered Space: A New Look at Turkish Modernisation,” Gender & History 11, No. 3 (Nov., 1999),
pp- 555-568.

%0 See for example, Serpil Cakir, Osmanli Kadin Hareketi (istanbul: Metis Yaymlari, 1993); and
Elizabeth Brown Frierson, “Unimagined Communities: Women and Education in the Late-Ottoman
Empire, 1876-1909,” Critical Matrix: The Princeton Journal of Women, Gender, and Culture 9, No. 2
(1995), pp. 55-90.
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Finally, writing the history of lower-class women during World War I
requires being familiar with the everyday politics of the subaltern people and
historical writing on it. Especially the works of subaltern studies scholars on the
everyday politics of peasants and their strategies of resistance®’ have potentials to
unveil the subtle forms of ordinary and peasant women’s agency in Ottoman-Turkish
history. In addition, the concepts of “weapons of the weak,” “everyday forms of
resistance,” and “hidden transcripts” are useful to grasp covert and informal political
means of the lower classes against the power-holders, particularly low-income
women’s own means of pursuing their rights, seeking the maximization of interests
or minimization of loses, and survival methods that sometimes indirectly affect high
politics and state decisions.®* Furthermore, the theoretical framework and approach
introduced by German historians of everyday life history (4/ltagsgeschichte) to
understand the micro class formation processes and struggles in everyday life can
also be useful to detect the working class women’s everyday politics. For instance,
Alf Liidtke emphasizes the potentials of alternative everyday and informal actions of
the working class, like “the small economic advantages that workers were able to
acquire for themselves and their families ‘underhandedly’ and in the face of the
demands of capital.” The Alltagsgeschichte historians studied much more class and
gender relations in order to attain a better understanding of “politics” which includes

ordinary people.”

8! See for example, Ranajit Guha, Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India, with
foreword by James Scott (Durham and London: Duke University Press, 1999); and Benedict J. Tria
Kerkvliet, “Everyday Politics in Peasant Societies (and Ours),” The Journal of Peasant Studies 36,
No. 1 (Jan., 2009), pp. 227-243.

62 James C. Scott, Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasant Resistance (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1985). See also, James C. Scott, Domination and the Arts of Resistance: Hidden
Transcripts (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1990).

83 Alf Liidtke, “Introduction: What is the History of Everyday Life and Who are Its Practitioners?” in
The History of Everyday Life: Reconstructing Historical Experiences and Ways of Life, ed. Alf
Liidtke, trans. William Templer (Princeton; N. J.: Princeton Univeristy Press, 1995), p. 19. See

21



Historians of a few other countries also have shown specifically that ordinary
women from working class and peasant families have played a particular role in
lower-class politics and especially in resistance practices in different periods and
contexts. For instance, Barbara Alpern Engel has written about how Russian peasant
women participated in the peasant rebellions from 1870 to 1907, and how they used
their womanhood and motherhood to defend their community by taking advantage of
“gender-related conventions that allowed them greater immunity from repression by

outside authorities.”**

Likewise, Mark Pittaway has shown that in Stalinist Hungary
working class households began to center their protest on the private sphere as
collective protest became increasingly difficult, which also showed itself in women’s
involvement with the household for its maintenance rather than accepting to work
outside as advocated by the Stalinist state.®” Based on these approaches of the history
of everyday life and subaltern studies, this dissertation tries to reveal ordinary
Turkish women’s agency in wartime conditions. Drawing on the broader concept of
politics which encompasses not only legal and institutional activities of middle
classes, intellectuals and bureaucrats, but people’s everyday struggles for allocation
of resources as well, it argues that lower-class women’s self-seeking strategies and
everyday and informal struggles for survival, which indirectly affected state’s

decisions and macro political processes, might be accepted as part of politics.*

especially, Harald Dehne, “Have We Come Any Closer to Alltag? Everyday Reality and Workers’
Lives as an Object of Historical Research in the German Democratic Republic,” in ibid., p. 128.

% Barbara Alpern Engel, “Women, Men, and the Languages of Peasant Resistance, 1870-1907,” in
Cultures in Flux: Lower-class Values, Practices, and Resistance in Late Imperial Russia, ed. Stephen
P. Frank and Mark D. Steinberg (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1994), p. 47.

% Mark Pittaway, “Retreat from Collective Protest: Household, Gender, Work and Popular Opposition
in Stalinist Hungary,” in Rebellious Families: Household Strategies and Collective Action in the
Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries, ed. Jan Kok (New York; Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2002), pp.
200-201.

% For such a conception of politics, see Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet, Power of Everyday Politics: How
Vietnamese Peasants Transformed National Policy (Ithaca, N. Y.: Cornell University Press, 2005).
Benedict Kerkvliet shows how the everyday politics thwarted the state plans in the context of
Communist Vietnam. For a new study which unveils the political aspects and effects of the everyday
survival struggles of peasants and working class in early republican Turkey, see Murat Metinsoy,
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Methods and Sources

The main focus of this dissertation is the everyday life experiences, struggle for
survival, and resistance of lower class Ottoman-Turkish women in the face of the
adverse effects of the World War I and the state policies in the core lands of the
Empire, the Anatolian peninsula and Thrace, which constitute modern Turkey. It is
particularly difficult to reach a women’s historical experience with its all aspects due
to some methodological problems. It is not easy to delve into ordinary women’s life
experiences and voices in a period when women were deemed secondary people
secluded from public life and were exposed to exclusionary treatment. Especially
finding the appropriate and sufficient sources about them among diverse documents
dispersed in several archives, and making comparisons with the women of other
combatant countries for better understanding of the history of a particular group of
women were important difficulties this study undertook.®” Indeed, considering the
fact that writing on even lower class men poses a challenge because it is difficult to
find sufficient sources giving information about these mostly illiterate people,
searching for the experiences and voices of these men’s women, who were under
much more pressure, is more problematic. When some sources were found, their
reading also created new and difficult problems with which to cope.

During the research for this study as well, there was a danger of searching for
the right document in the wrong place due to the problem of anachronism. Even for
searching women in the catalogues of the archives, the Turkish word for “woman”

(kadin) does not give the expected results, because during World War I and long

“Everyday Politics of Ordinary People: Public Opinion, Dissent, and Resistance, 1925-1939” (PhD
dissertation, Bogazici University, 2010).

%7 For similar problems in writing women’s history, see Micheline Dumont, Découvrir la mémoire des
femmes: une historienne face a lhistoire des femmes (Montréal, Québec: Les Editions de Remue-
Ménage, 2002), pp. 26-27.
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before women were catalogued as “the family” (aile) of men as civilians or as
soldiers since these women were significant for the state bureaucracy particularly
because of their role in the family. This example is only one among many others that
warn the researcher about the necessity to understand first of all the mentality of the
studied epoch and its impact on cataloging the documents.

Furthermore, the documents in the archives or in historical sources are
gender-blind, and they are distributed throughout different archives or sources
according to the traditional military or political history paradigms. This situation
necessitated working in different archives and searching for documents scattered in
different catalogues in order to reach to a more complete picture of some of the
particular problems of women. Accordingly, the research for this dissertation took
place in three national archives: The Prime Ministry Ottoman Archives (Basbakanlik
Osmanli Arsivi), the Turkish Red Crescent Archives (Tiirk Kizilay Arsivi), and the
Turkish General Staff Military History and Strategic Studies Directorate Archives
(Genelkurmay Askeri Tarih ve Stratejik Etiit Baskanligi Argivi). Although a
considerable number of documents written in Ottoman Turkish were examined for
this dissertation, since they were in diversified places and catalogues, making in-
depth research on the problems of specific geographic regions was not possible due
to the limitations of the length, scope and duration of this study. Therefore, further
research is required on many points studied in this dissertation for a better
understanding of some local variations of women’s wartime experiences.*®

The existence of women from many different ethnic and religious groups in

the Ottoman Empire during World War I also forced me to limit the focus of this

5 In order to learn more about women of different Ottoman provinces it is important to reach to the
sources at the local archives as well, see Nicole A. N. M. Van Os, “Osmanli Kadin Dernekleri:
Gegmisten Gelen Kaynaklar, Gelecek I¢in Kaynaklar,” trans. Kaya Geng, Toplumsal Tarih 17, No. 99
(Mar., 2002), p. 13.
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study to one of these groups, the largest one, Muslim-Turkish women. Undoubtedly,
other women also experienced equal suffering and similar deprivation during the
period. However, in order to narrow down the subject of this dissertation and to
focus better on the historical experiences of lower-class women in the Ottoman
Empire, the wartime experience of other ethnic and religious communities are rarely
mentioned in this study.

Furthermore, the language barrier forced me to write especially on Turkish
women. Indeed, a study on all of the communities of the Empire requires knowledge
of languages like Armenian, Greek, Hebrew and Arabic. Finally, the symbolic
importance of Turkish women in the Turkish nationalism of this period and at the
foundation of the Republican Turkey, and Turkish women’s double subordination to
the Orientalism of both the Turkish nationalist accounts and the Western accounts
motivated me to examine Muslim-Turkish lower-class women, who constituted the
most ignored and one of the most silenced and oppressed groups of Ottoman society.
However, undoubtedly this research had no intention to overlook or underestimate
the experiences and voices of non-Turkish Ottoman women, whose wartime
experiences were as tragic as those of Turkish women.

Finally, in order to avoid studying Turkish women in isolation from other
contemporary women, additional research was done to make comparisons and to
understand some parallel problems that women of different geographies endured
during World War 1. The research on the women of other belligerent countries
allowed me to ask new questions about Turkish women as well. However, since
Turkish women lived in a poorer and unindustrialized society and since many of
them had a longer war experience, which could be extended to over a decade

between the years of 1911 and 1923, Turkish women’s war experience had important
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differences that cannot be compared easily with the World War I experience of
western women.

In order to understand the experiences and voices of lower-class women, a
wide range of sources were examined in this study. They included archive documents
such as women’s petitions and telegrams given and sent to the state bureaucracy; the
reports written on these women’s problems by the government agents; reports by
some associations like the Red Crescent society and women’s associations; reports of
parliamentary committees; memoirs of the contemporary observers among whom
were also foreigners living in the Ottoman Empire in war years; literature of this
epoch and that of the later years written by eyewitnesses of the war years,
newspapers and periodicals of the time including women’s press; and visual material
like photographs, postcards and caricatures that represented lower-class women.*
The information collected from these different sources was cross checked to prevent
the impact of possible biases, censures, inaccuracy and false information, which
could be found in the official documents due to wartime conditions.

Despite their variety, nearly each category of the sources used for this study
has its specific benefits and failures to provide knowledge about the lower-class

women’s historical experience. Women'’s periodicals of the Second Constitutional

period present important knowledge about not only women but the change through

% For other sources and methods which can be used in writing Ottoman women’s history, see Serpil
Cakar, “Tarih I¢inde Gériiniirliikten, Kadinlarmn Tarihine: Tiirkiye’de Kadin Tarihi Yazmak,” in Farkl
Feminizmler Agisindan: Kadin Arastirmalarinda Yontem, ed. Serpil Cakir and Necla Akgokce
(Istanbul: Sel Yayincilik, 1996), pp. 222-229; Serpil Cakir, “Tarih Yaziminda Kadin Deneyimlerine
Ulasma Yollar1,” Toplumsal Tarih 17, No. 99 (Mar., 2002), pp. 28-35; D. Fatma Tiire and Birsen
Talay Kesoglu, eds., Kadin Bellegini Olusturmada Kaynak Sorunu / Women'’s Memory: The Problem
of Sources (Istanbul: Women’s Library and Information Center Foundation in collaboration with
Kadir Has University, 2009); and D. Fatma Tiire and Birsen Talay Kesoglu, eds., Women’s Memory:
The Problem of Sources (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2011).
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which the Ottoman society went as well.”’ However, even the women’s press of the
time might not bring about in-depth knowledge about lower-class women, because
most of the issues in the wartime women’s press reflect first of all the problems of
middle-class or elite women of the time rather than lower-class women’s wartime
poverty and hunger.”' Furthermore, many of the Ottoman women’s periodicals
contain misleading articles that were written by Unionist male authors writing under
female pseudonyms.”

Usage of visual material also creates similar problems because most of the
photographs, postcards or caricatures that represent women, just like the literature on
women, were produced by men for war mobilization and propaganda. In that sense
women were not represented as what they were, but as how they were imagined.”
Indeed, women had an important symbolic role as they represented the nation in the
popular iconography of many different countries and the republic with the well
known figure of Marianne in the French context as an example.”* However, it is
difficult to find accurate knowledge about the real everyday practices of women in
most of the visual material.

Contemporary literature as well, just like the memoirs of contemporary

observers, provides important knowledge about the wartime Ottoman society and

7 Serpil Atamaz-Hazar, “Reconstructing the History of the Constitutional Era through Women’s
Periodicals,” in Kadin Bellegini Olusturmada Kaynak Sorunu, ed. D. Fatma Tiire and Birsen Talay
Kesoglu, p. 425.

' Elif Mahir-Metinsoy, “Kadimn Tarihi Arastirmalar1 Agisindan Tiirk Kadini Dergisi,” in Tiirk Kadint,
1918-1919 (Yeni Harflerle), trans. Birsen Talay Kesoglu and Mustafa Kesoglu, ed. Elif Mahir
Metinsoy (Istanbul: Kadin Eserleri Kiitiiphanesi ve Bilgi Merkezi Vakfi, 2010), pp. XXXi-Xxxv.

2 Fatma Kilig, “Maskeli Erkekler; Golgelenen Kaynaklar; II. Mesrutiyet Dénemi Kadimn Dergilerinde
Jon Tiirkler’in Agzindan Feminist Soylevler,” in Kadin Bellegini Olusturmada Kaynak Sorunu, ed. D.
Fatma Tiire and Birsen Talay Kesoglu, p. 433.

7 For a similar interpretation, see Michelle Perrot, Les femmes ou les silences de I’histoire
(Manchecourt: Flammarion, 1998), p. iii.

™ Annie Duprat, Images et Histoire: outils et méthodes d’analyse des documents iconographique
(Paris: Editions Belin, 2007), pp. 188-199.
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wartime women’s specific problems that the archive documents are unable to show.”
Nevertheless, they also represent more or less personal opinions or observations of
their authors and might have been politically biased or manipulated. This risk is
especially high for those literary works written especially after the foundation of the
Republic of Turkey in 1923, because most of them constructed the past in the light of
the reforms and nationalist ideology of the post-war years, not as it really was.

One of the main methodological challenges of this study was about finding
the voices of lower-class women in official documents, which also required
interpreting their discursive strategies. For instance, not only the state bureaucracy,
but also many women frequently claimed to be “soldiers’ families.” Again, they
often used discourses emphasizing their sacrifices for the Empire, Sultan, the nation,
the religion and their attachment to the country and the state. Especially their
discourse in the petitions and telegrams they sent to the state departments share some
of the nationalist and religious elements of the state elites. They used, for example,
patriarchal discourse such as motherhood, piety, and chastity. Does this mean that
they were under the full control of the hegemonic discourse and propaganda?
Undoubtedly, some women really believed in the words they used. However, when
some of these texts are read against the grain, as suggested by the subaltern studies
scholars, the use of hegemonic discourse by the ordinary people may have been a
resistance practice that was supposed to legitimize the demands and complaints of
the people. In that sense, even defining oneself as a “soldier’s family” was part of the
discursive strategies and the particular language with which women fought for their
rights as a disadvantaged group seeking justice from the state. Therefore, this similar

language is studied as an element of lower-class women’s everyday politics rather

7 For the usage of realist literature in historical writing, see Judith Lyon-Caen and Dinah Ribard,
L historien et la littérature (Paris: Editions La Découverte, 2010), pp. 15-18.
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than as proof that these women accepted the hegemonic discourse and propaganda of
the authorities.”®

It is difficult to know to what extent a particular case or event, even several,
recorded in the archival documents represent a common reality. Is it possible to reach
the general picture from the particular stories of women derived from the archives?
As Eric Hobsbawm states, “once our questions have revealed new sources of
material, these themselves raise considerable technical problems.””” One important
problem in this sense is whether new information discovered in the archives can
represent the reality or a common pattern worth examination. However, given the
fact that the state documents contain only a limited part of the ordinary people’s
voices and experiences, the information in them can be regarded as the tip of the
iceberg, but not isolated cases. In other words, although the cases reflected in the
archival documents are limited in number, they have the potential to represent a
common situation. In this respect, a history from below of ordinary Ottoman-Turkish
women who left a small amount of written material behind has to rely on this limited
information to draw some conclusions about the general or some partial but
important experiences of women.

Finally, it should be stressed that this study is a first, general monographic
survey and inventory of specific behaviors and experiences of a specific group of
women in a specific period. Therefore, it ventures to uncover the common and
widespread aspects, forms, characteristics, and dynamics of women’s experiences
and politics in everyday life. Although local variations of women’s experiences and

responses changing according to the place and time are taken into consideration, this

® Marc W. Steinberg, Fighting Words: Working-Class Formation, Collective Action, and Discourse
in Early Nineteenth-Century England (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1999), pp. 12-13.

7 Eric Hobsbawm, “History From Below-Some Reflections,” History From Below: Studies in
Popular Protest and Popular Ideology, ed. by Frederick Krants (Oxford; New York: Basil Blackwell,
1998), p. 17

29



study particularly gives priority to the common experiences and responses of women

throughout the Ottoman Empire during the war years.

Map of the Study

This study has two important parts. The first three chapters focus on the problems of
the home front both in the Ottoman Empire and other combatant countries. For this
aim, Chapter Two is on the impact of World War I on the home front of the
belligerent countries and especially on their lower-class women. In this chapter,
women’s war experience concerning welfare measures, work and mobilization in
different countries, most of them from Europe and the United States, are examined to
give a comparative perspective which enables us to understand the specific and local
problems of Ottoman women more effectively. In Chapter Three, the economic
impact of World War I on Ottoman society, the demographic consequences of
military and civilian casualties and the war mobilization and propaganda concerning
women are discussed in general to give a background to the struggles of women.

The following five chapters deal with the different problems that ordinary
poor Ottoman-Turkish women experienced in everyday life during World War I and
their response to these problems through negotiation with the state and other
institutions. Chapter Four studies women’s struggle with hunger and shortages due to
wartime inflation and black-marketeering. Chapter Five examines the monetary aid
such as wartime pensions to soldier’s families and the negotiation of this aid by
lower-class women. Chapter Six focuses on the women’s problems in housing and
raising children, which were largely demographic problems that negatively

influenced the Turkish women as well as non-Muslim families who were forced to
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deportation during the war years. Chapter Seven analyses poor women’s problems in
finding a work in an empire that was not as industrialized as other fighting European
countries and the United States were. It shows women’s attempts to improve their
working conditions mostly in the capital city and some industrial regions of the
Empire. Finally, Chapter Eight deals with women’s resistance to war mobilization
such as conscriptions, high wartime taxes and agricultural work obligation. It largely
deals with the problems and struggles of poor peasant women who were further
impoverished generally as a result of the corruptive practices of some civil servants

and army officers.
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CHAPTER TWO
WORLD WAR I AND ORDINARY WOMEN ON THE HOME FRONT:
A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

World War I had a deep impact on millions of women living in the combatant
countries. As a “total war,” it demanded the participation of women in the
mobilization efforts in various ways as labor force, mothers, or wives of the soldiers.
In addition, the war created various social problems for them. In order to ensure the
cooperation of women with the state’s war effort and to prevent social problems, the
warring states issued new laws and measures for the welfare of soldier’s families, to
force women to work in the war industries and agriculture, and to ensure women’s
morality in the absence of their men. None of the women in the belligerent countries
were exempted from such nationalist or patriarchal expectations of the states or of
the societies in which they lived. Although the war partially and temporarily
decreased the patriarchal control over women by their conscripted men, the state and
many associations substituted for this role so as to sustain the war effort. Again,
despite the new opportunities for some middle and upper class women who
cooperated with the war efforts, the vast majority of women generally suffered from
the social circumstances, economic policies and war mobilization measures.

In spite of the socio-economic burden that the war brought to their lives, the
entry of millions of women to jobs left by men during World War I and women’s
attainment of their political rights during or after the war in many countries in the
West have long been considered as the main indicators of the “emancipation” of
women. However, in recent years scholars have began to question whether this
“emancipation” was real and long lasting. In many studies, it is argued that the

changing social and economic roles of men and women during the war years were
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reversed quickly after the war with the emergence of pro-natalist politics, the
authoritarian-conservative states, or the demand by society to return to “normalcy,”
which meant the reconstruction of masculinity and the patriarchal institutions.

It is even possible to argue that World War I was a catastrophe for many
women on the home front, especially for ordinary women of the poorer belligerent
countries of different geographies. According to Frangoise Thébaud, the lack of
studies on countries other than Western Europe and the United States of America
also enforces the idea that the war brought “emancipation” to women as a whole. She
proposes that further research especially on the Eastern Europe or the occupied
regions might show that women’s emancipation was limited to only a selected
geography in the West and even for a particular period.”® Nevertheless, there are very
few scholarly works on the World War I experiences of women living in non-
Western geographies.”

This chapter proposes that the comparison with the Western countries might
help to reconsider the war experience of Ottoman women. It will examine the
common wartime developments that had an influence on women in all of the
Western combatant countries and how they experienced these developments
differently because of the exceptional conditions of their respective countries.
Comparing these particularities in terms of nation, class and social status might
actually provide new questions about the war experience of Ottoman Muslim-
Turkish women as the largest group of women in the Ottoman Empire who had sent

their men to the front.

" Francoise Thébaud, “Penser la guerre a partir des femmes et du genre: I’exemple de la Grande
Guerre,” Astérion [Online], No. 2 (2004). Online since 5 April 2005, consulted on 30 January 2012.
URL.: http://asterion.revues.org/103

" For one exceptional study, see Nancy M. Wingfield and Maria Bucur, eds., Gender and War in
Twentieth-Century Eastern Europe (Bloomington; Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2006).
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For this aim, this chapter starts with an examination of World War I as the
first “total war,” which blurred the distinction between the military front and the
home front and at the same time the gender roles between men and women. Second,
the women’s experiences of the welfare measures in different countries are examined
to show the functions of the state’s welfare measures for women in the war efforts.
Third, women’s wartime participation in work life, which is taken for granted as the
most important indicator of women’s liberation in the West, is examined in terms of
both the opportunities and the problems it brought to women. Finally, women’s
resistance to the war mobilization, war time social and economic policies, the
government’s discourse and war time survival struggle for their particular reasons are
examined briefly. Women’s experiences on all of these levels prove that the
conventional assumption of women’s emancipation because of their contribution to
the mobilization in wartime conditions is actually open to discussion even in the

context of many Western countries.

The First “Total War”

Many historians consider World War I to have been the first “total war” that had ever
been experienced although there is no consensus among the historians on the
definition of the concept.” Unlike the “limited wars” of the nineteenth century,
which required relatively smaller armies, World War I was almost limitless in terms

of the war’s destructiveness, its social impact, and the mobilization of economic

% Jeremy Black, The Age of Total War, 1860-1945 (Westport, Connecticut; London: Praeger Security
International, 2006), pp. 1-2. Although the term “total war” was born during World War I there is also
a debate among American historians over whether the American Civil War represented the first total
war. For example, see Roger Chickering, “World War I and the Theory of Total War: Reflections on
the British and German Cases, 1914-1915,” in Great War, Total War: Combat and Mobilization on
the Western Front, 1914-1918, eds. Roger Chickering and Stig Forster (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press for the German Historical Institute, 2000), pp. 35-36.
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sources and human power‘81 As Eric Hobsbawm claims, it was the first instance of
global war. All of the most powerful imperial countries of the world were involved in
World War I. In addition, all of the European countries, except for Spain, Holland,
Switzerland, Denmark, Norway and Sweden, became part of it.5 Whereas the social
impact of the wars was limited to the battlefield before this war, as of the onset of the
twentieth century, war became total and general and brought about a new concept of
“home front” as a civilian sphere upon which the combatants fought. It was this front
where other sorts of battles for propaganda, mobilization, and maintenance of social
order occurred.®

The development of war technology such as new weapons or technical factors
in terms of transportation and communication during the nineteenth century were
very important factors which made World War I a matter of mass warfare.* The
introduction of the new war technologies and their usage in an “unlimited warfare”
changed the nature of the warfare, making this war much longer and more brutal.®
Because of the use of machine guns, hundreds of thousands of soldiers of all

belligerent parts died in trench warfare campaigns like those at Somme and Verdun.

Poisonous gas also was used extensively for the first time in this war.* Starting from

8 Jan F. W. Beckett, “Total War,” in Total War and Historical Change: Europe, 1914-1955, eds.
Arthur Marwick, Clive Emsley and Wendy Simpson (Buckingham; Philadelphia, Pa.: Open
University Press, 2001), pp. 25-29.

%2 Eric Hobsbawm, Kisa 20. Yiizyil, 1914-1991: Asuriliklar Cag (Istanbul: Sarmal, [2002]), p. 37.

% See Brian Bond, War and Society in Europe, 1870-1970 (London: McGill-Queen’s University
Press, 1998), p. 168; and Peter Browning, The Changing Nature of Warfare: The Development of
Land Warfare From 1792 to 1945 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), pp. 92-93.

% Dennis E. Showalter, “Mass Warfare and the Impact of Technology,” in Great War, Total War, eds.
Roger Chickering and Stig Forster, p. 74.

% Burak Giilboy, Birinci Diinya Savas: Tarihi (Istanbul: Altm Kitaplar Yaymevi, 2004), pp. 206-207;
pp- 217-218.

% Alan Kramer, Dynamic of Destruction: Culture and Mass Killing in the First World War (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2007), pp. 211-221. For the first use of poisonous gas, see Robin Prior and
Trevor Wilson, The First World War (London: Cassell, 2003), p. 81; and Rolf-Dieter Miiller, “Total
War as a Result of New Weapons? The Use of Chemical Agents in World War 1,” in Great War, Total
War, eds. Roger Chickering and Stig Forster, p. 109.
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the Autumn of 1916, tanks were introduced to the battlefield.®’ Airplane technology
and air attacks made World War I the first three-dimensional war, occurring on land,
in sea, and in air.®

Apart from these technological novelties, because of the conscription of an
immense number of people, the war deeply affected the populations of the combatant
countries. Of the strongest belligerents of World War I, France mobilized 8 million
soldiers, Britain 5.7 million and Germany 13 million.%’ About 1,397,000 French
soldiers died during World War I’ whereas among the other strongest belligerents
about 2,040,000 German, 1,800,000 Russian, 1,100,000 Austria-Hungarian, 700,000
British, and 114,000 American soldiers died.”" Out of more than 33 1,000 Australian
men who were conscripted in by 1918, 60,000 soldiers never returned home.”® The
percentages of dead soldiers were not equal among the belligerent powers, although

the numbers of dead soldiers were higher among the strongest belligerents compared

to the smaller armies.”* The percentage of casualties was less in more powerful

7 0n 15 September 1916 British army used tanks in Somme campaign. For example, see Jean-Noél
Grandhomme, Chronologie de la premiére guerre mondiale (Rennes: Editions Ouest-France, 2004),
p. 8. For the new technology in trench warfare see also, Jean-Jacques Becker, L ’Europe dans la
Grande Guerre (Paris: Editions Belin, 1996), pp. 79-85.

88 Giilboy, Birinci Diinya Savagi Tarihi, pp. 224-225.

% Francoise Thébaud, “La Grande Guerre: le triomphe de la division sexuelle,” in Histoire des
femmes en Occident, eds. George Duby and Michelle Perrot, Vol. 5, Le XXe Siecle, ed. Frangoise
Thébaud (Paris: Perrin, 2002), p. 93.

% Jean-Baptiste Duroselle, La Grande Guerre des Frangais: I'incompréhensible (Paris: Perrin, 1998),
p. 421.

°! Gérard Vincent, “Une histoire du secret?” in Histoire de la vie privée, eds. Philippe Ariés and
Georges Duby, Vol. 5, De la Premiére Guerre mondiale a nos jours, eds. Antoine Prost and Gérard
Vincent (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1999), p. 174.

%2 Jonathan King and Michael Bowers, Gallipoli: Untold Stories from War Correspondent Charles
Bean and Front-line Anzacs: A 90™ Anniversary Tribute (Auckland; N.Z.: Random House, 2005), p.
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% Bruce Scates and Raelene Frances, Women and the Great War (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1997), p. 103, 140.

% For the minimum estimates of dead soldiers of the principal belligerents, see Martin Gilbert, The
First World War: A Complete History (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2004), p. 541.
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parties such as France and Britain compared to poorer ones like Serbia, Romania,
Bulgaria or the Ottoman Empire.”

With the addition of worldwide soldier and civilian loss due to wartime
epidemics and other factors, the human cost of the Great War reached up to 42
million people.”® The new war technology, especially the bombardment of cities,
made women and children more vulnerable to the war and changed the definition of
the concept of front.”” Furthermore, the battlefront in many cases was very close to
the places where civilians lived.”

Women and children were mostly victims of military attacks in the occupied
regions. The occupation of Belgium and the northern and eastern regions of France
by the German army, the violence against women in the forms of killing and rape at
the beginning of World War I, and the deportation of French women in Lille by the
German army to employ them compulsorily in other occupied regions in 1916 are
well known examples.” Civilian deaths due to the war were even worse in Eastern
Europe, the Austro-Hungarian Empire and the Ottoman Empire as empires
vulnerable to disintegration due to internal national and religious clashes.'® The

civilian deaths were even more numerous than military deaths in countries like

% Jay Winter, Geoffrey Parker, and Mary R. Habeck, eds., The Great War and the Twentieth Century
(New Haven; London: Yale University Press, 2000), p. 2.
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°7 Daniéle Voldman, “Les bombardements aériens: une mise a mort du ‘guerrier’?” in De la violence
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%" In addition to epidemics or military attacks which

Bulgaria, Russia and Serbia.
damaged the population, the decrease in the numbers of wartime births and
marriages, and the death of civilians due to malnutrition and poverty had an adverse
impact on the demography of combatant European countries such as France and
Germany even after the war years.'"

Since it lasted longer and depended on the new military technologies, unlike
the previous warfare, economic warfare also became an integrated part of the
struggle during World War 1. The economically stronger combatant powers were
able to send more ammunition to their soldiers at very long distances. The poorer
countries, on the contrary, had to rely much more on human power and thereby to
exploit their civilians much more. Such policies caused hunger in these countries
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more frequently. "~ For instance, the Ottoman Empire, which was economically and

militarily a weak party of the war, was among the forces that relied on its human
resources and therefore had a very high rate of human loss.'**

Because the economic peformance was decisive in World War I, the war
ended not due to military losses, but because the economies of the combatant

countries such as Germany could no longer support the war efforts.'” Indeed, the

Allied powers used blockade as an effective tool to exhaust German society and to

" Gitlboy, Birinci Diinya Savast Tarihi, p. 297.

192 For the long impact of the war in demography of some European countries see Gabriel Kolko, Un
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Economics of World War I, eds. Stephen Broadberry and Mark Harrison (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2005), p. 16.
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force the German political leaders to stop the war.'*® Likewise, shortages and hunger
in Russia paved the way for the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 and Russia’s
subsequent withdrawal from war.'”’

Because the economy was vital for the war efforts, war propaganda was taken
more seriously by the war governments to mobilize the population for both economic
and military causes. In this regard, another feature of this war was the extensive use
of propaganda for the first time through developing communication and publication
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facilities. Censure was very strong in all countries during World War I.
women such as those who worked for the associations like the Red Cross became
active agents of war propaganda.'® In general, the regulation of the home front and
everyday life of the civilians became as important as the military efforts.''?

Women played a significant role in this respect in the war economy as factory

workers in especially the industrialized warrior countries. Substituting for the men

sent to the battlefield, they worked in arms production factories as “munitionnettes”
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(munitions workers).'"!

Women’s agency in home front politics during World War I
also belied the binary opposition of home and front. “The male warrior and passive
female onlooker” segregation of the two sexes was challenged mainly by the
important number of these munitions workers whose active participation in the war
effort was an indispensable part of the war. Moreover, some women also played
active roles as paramilitary forces, especially in the last years of the war.''?

World War I transformed, to a large extent, women’s roles in the belligerent
societies and resulted in the questioning of the traditional gender roles.'"” It is true

that World War I was constructed as “men’s war.”''*

The themes of male solidarity
during the trench warfare, the myth of “fallen soldiers” and the depiction of war as “a
school to teach manhood” were more dominant than the construction of women’s
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Nevertheless, for some

agency in more passive roles such as nurses or prostitutes.
stronger Western societies, the war provided opportunities for women to some extent
by opening some fields of jobs to them, providing work opportunities because of

labor scarcity, and thereby giving them more responsibility and autonomy. Women

had to perform many duties, and jobs which only men had done before, while many
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men as soldiers on the front had to learn to do things regarded as women’s work in
peacetime, or suffered from combat-related physical or mental disability.''®

The fact that women had to take care of their possessions and manage the
household for long years, made the men who were far away from their families more
anxious and worried about household affairs than ever.!'” Indeed, their absence made
their women and children more vulnerable to impoverishment, exploitation, bad

treatment, sexual harassment, and violation of their rights. The void of men at home

was to be partly filled with the welfare state.

The Social Impact of the War and the Welfare Measures for Women

From the late nineteenth century onwards, in major European states like Germany,
France and Britain and in the United States of America many laws and measures
were issued for the welfare of the working-class. The war forced the governments to
abandon liberal economic policies and to adopt more interventionist policies and
social welfare measures.''® Undoubtedly, some middle class women who were
considered as the militant feminists of the nineteenth century had been very active in

5119

the development of the welfare state with their “maternalist policies.” = However,
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the control of these elite women over lower-class women was not unlimited and they
were not a unique dynamic behind the development of social welfare measures for
women. In many cases, poor and low income women were also very active in
demanding certain welfare rights according to their subjective needs and interests.'*

World War I accelerated the development of such welfare measures
especially due to the demographic problems it unleashed. The number of
philanthropic women’s associations increased, because of not only the state’s war
efforts but also of the economic demands of the disadvantaged and poor women.
Both the philanthropic women’s organizations and the state started to take greater
initiative in the welfare of poor women, particularly in terms of the food shortages,
pensions to the soldiers’ families, social assistances to the refugees or mothers in war
years.'?!

The shortage of food during World War I was one of the most important
reasons behind the state’s control of food and welfare measures concerning food
distribution. Indeed, most of women’s demands, struggles and protests in the
countries hit by food shortages were related to the food question. Surely, the societies
of the belligerent countries did not share the food shortages equally. During the war,

the municipality of Berlin had to provide food to 3.6 million people, the municipality

of Paris to 4 million people, and the municipality of London to about 7.2 million
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people. Although the number of people to feed was less in Berlin, people suffered the
most due to the Allied blockade, which caused the development of a black market

122

and inflation. ** There were food shortages in certain foods such as bread, butter,

meat, bacon, tea and sugar in Britain as well.'?

Nevertheless, there was less
difficulty in Britain in terms of providing food to the civilians.'** While food prices
also increased in London and Paris, the price differences were not as great as it was
observed in Berlin.'* Consequently, during the war about 700,000 German civilians

died due to hunger.'*®

In the later years of the war, the food deprivation grew so
serious that in Berlin, some women were forced to exchange sex for food.'”’

The shortages in food and basic consumption items diversely affected
especially poor women and children. During the war, the housework of many women
became more complicated in Germany because of these shortages.'*® For instance,
many working women who waited in long food rationing lines after the long work
hours had to return home in many cases without any bread to give to their hungry
children.'® The dual price system, which was devised to continue food distribution
without eliminating the privileges of the rich and therefore created inequality in the
distribution of food in cities like Berlin, was protested especially by poor women

. 130
such as housewives and women workers.
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Food shortages in items such as bread and milk caused rebellion among the
civilians throughout the war. The first serious food rebellion in Berlin happened in
October 1915."! The protestors in the cities realized that their demonstrations forced
the municipalities to provide much more food."** The inequalities due to food
distribution policies in Germany caused growing numbers of protests of mostly
working-class women, and eventually played an important role in the Revolution of
November 1918."** In Austria-Hungary as well, most of the wartime strikes were due
to hunger and there were even crowds of Australian women and children who

pillaged fields of potatoes in 1918."**

Working-class women in France were also
among the protesters and their food riots forced the French government to control the
distribution of food.'*

Although they were demanded by women, too, rather than satisfying the
masses, the welfare measures often created further inequalities and mistrust of the
government among ordinary women. According to Belinda Davis, the German public

29 ¢

detested the state’s war propaganda and attacked the “soldier’s wife,” “mother of
many children,” and the “munitions workers’ wife,” who were backed up by the
state. These women were seen as a common internal enemy.'*® Civilians were
especially against the “dual price system.” People protested the War Profiteering
Office (Kriegswucheramt) in which the officials themselves were part of the

hoarding process.'*’ The government’s public kitchens opened for the poor in Berlin

and in other regions of Germany also caused dissatisfaction and aroused criticisms
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among poor German women because of their inefficiency, which resulted in the
closure of these facilities by August 1917.'%*

Another welfare measure concerning war widows and those women who had
sent their men to the front was pensions and separation allowances distributed by the
state. According to a very rough estimate, the number of war widows was about 3
million and number of war orphans between 7 and 10 million in the belligerent
countries."”’ Germany and France each had about 600,000 war widows, while in

Britain their number exceeded 200,000.'4°

In Australia more than 8,000 women were
left without breadwinners after World War L'*' Since the war lasted for a very long
period, all combatant governments devised allowance and pension programs for
soldiers’ families and war widows, though in different amounts and varied means of

payment. 142

The need was so acute especially in Germany that even in 1915, the
number of families that received government assistance reached 4 million, that is to
say, 11 million people.'*

The women who received such assistances were not passive receivers and
were not contented with such programs. Nor did they accept these assistance
programs as they were planned by the governments. They negotiated these measures
of the governments. The allocation of pensions created important tensions among
lower-class women recipients, because the distributions of these pensions were

problematic. In Germany, for instance, because the pensions to widows were not

calculated according to the economic situations of their men who had died in the war,
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they produced important inequalities among widows.'* Furthermore, there was an
important difference between the pensions that soldiers’ wives and war widows
received. Despite the wartime inflation and women’s demands for inflation
supplement in Germany, the pension allocated to war widows did not increase,
whereas the allowances paid to living soldiers’ families were raised twice during
1916.'* The French government also discriminated among war widows in allocating
pensions to them by calculating their allowances according to the ways in which their
husbands had died. Consequently, those who died on battle were deemed more
privileged than those who had died due to various other reasons.'*®

Although these payments to women created a public outrage, as seen in
Germany, where the conservative individuals criticized women’s new
“independence” from men in using these pensions, many women who received such
pensions criticized the unequal practices inherent in these pension programs.'*’
Indeed, the pensions provided some autonomy or relief for only a limited number of
women. German women in the countryside were able to survive with the government

148

assistance, but those in the big cities could not. ™ Likewise, in France, the pensions

that the widows received were quite low as compared to the money that their

husbands had brought home before the war.'*

Efforts were made to close the gap
between the payments made by the government and the money really needed by war

widows and their families with philanthropic institutions, municipal administrations,

and charitable organizations at the local level. A kind of “fictive kinship” was
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invented to help the widows and children although the damage of the war was
beyond repair.'*°

What is more, one of the motives of the war governments for these pension
programs was to take women’s support for war mobilization by protecting the social
order and morality on the home front and by encouraging women to cooperate with
the government’s war effort. Therefore, their payment was linked closely to women’s
moral behavior or their contribution to war efforts. For instance, the French state cut
the pensions of those women who were seen drinking alcohol.""

In Austria-Hungary as well, the commissions that were given the task of
distributing the pensions to soldiers’ wives refused to support all women without
small children in order to force these women to work in war industry.'>
Nevertheless, the pension’s such sanction power over women was limited, because
the pensions served first to boost the morale of the soldiers by making them feel that
their families were safe in their absence. Thus, although those women who received
pensions were not willing to work in the war industry in Germany, for instance, the
government avoided cutting their pensions to prevent any demoralization among the
soldiers. On the other hand, many German women who were not able to survive on
such pensions had to work at jobs instead of receiving assistance from the state.'*®

Despite their severe need for economic support, war widows did not
constitute a passive group of women who were totally dependent on the pensions
from the state. They had survival strategies such as leaving one job for another,

selling household goods, getting married again, or moving to another house. In

France about 37 percent of all war widows were remarried within ten years, up until
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1927-1928.">* Before the Second World War, the percentage of remarried war
widows increased to 42 percent.155 In Germany as well, one third of about 600,000
widows were remarried by 1924."°° However, remarriage was more difficult for
British widows as a survival strategy. Already in 1914 there were 1.3 million
“excess” women in Britain who had little chance of getting married due to lack of
men."”’

The wartime population movements, particularly migrations forced the war
governments to take welfare measures. After Belgium was occupied by the Germans,
about 1,400,000 Belgians fled to other countries such as Britain and France and
about half million of these Belgian refugees had to stay abroad for the duration of the

war."*®

Furthermore, due to different campaigns on the Western front, about 3
million civilians had to leave their homes during the war.'” Refugees of different
geographies also fell victim to poverty, hunger or violence in many cases, but it was
women who suffered the most from the rapes by soldiers or gangs, and extreme

160
poverty and hunger.
Because women were the main victims of the war as poor refugees with their

indigent children and without breadwinners, the war governments and especially the

elite and middle-class women who were organized in associations dealt with the
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problems of them. In addition to the governments, philanthropic women were very
active in helping these women migrants. Along with Red Cross, much of the aid to
the migrants came from women’s voluntary organizations.'®'

War especially compelled the states to provide welfare measures for mothers
due to demographic concerns. However, these forms of aid remained limited due to
the war mobilization or national concerns, and created several inequalities. During
the war, French women became acquianted with new welfare measures about
motherhood and the percentage of those women who gave birth in maternity

162 Women were considered as main human

hospitals increased to at least 80 percent.
resource for armament and war mobilization. They were expected to give birth to
many more and robust children as future soldiers, and to produce arms in war
industry. Despite the state’s concern for women’s fertility and motherhood, women
were not provided with favorable working conditions except for the establishment of
nursing rooms in the factories.'® At the end of the war, even these nursing rooms,
which were the only substantial facility provided for French women workers, were
closed down.'®

The creation of welfare measures for helping mothers was supported and
requested from the state by working-class women as well. After universal
conscription was accepted in 1916 in Britain, concerns about demographic losses

increased remarkably. Although they were quite costly, the government started

investing in social assistance to mothers and in the protection of children. Especially
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12 Mindy Jane Roseman, “The Great War and Modern Motherhood: La Maternité and the Bombing of
Paris,” in Women and War in the Twentieth Century: Enlisted with or without Consent, ed. Nicole
Ann Dombrowski (New York; London: Routledge, 2004), p. 58.

19 Grayzel, Women and the First World War, pp. 49-50. See also, Susan Grayzel, Women's Identities
at War: Gender, Motherhood, and Politics in Britain and France during the First World War (Chapel
Hill; London: The University of North Carolina Press, 1999), pp. 103-119.

1% yvonne Knibiehler, Histoire des méres: du Moyen dge d nos jours (Paris: Hachette, 1982), pp.
294-295.

49



women officials of the Women’s Cooperative Guild were active in informing the
government about the needs of lower income and poor mothers. Many women of
working-class origin wrote letters to the Local Government Boards on their problems
concerning pregnancy, giving birth and taking care of their children, and they
requested help.'®

After the war, pro-natalist policies gained importance in many of the
belligerent countries. France had a special importance in this regard. The decrease in
birth rates in France during and after the war was not new, but had a long history
going back to the nineteenth century. This negative trend in birth rates was
exacerbated by the social impact of the war and women’s negative approach to
childbearing. This situation compelled the French government to start an intensive
propaganda encouraging the childbearing and to introduce new forms of family
assistance programs as incentives for childbirth.'®® The French politicians like
Georges Clemenceau declared in 1919 that the government had to support families
with many children. Regarding the French citizens as potential soldiers, he believed
that they could not win any war without population growth.'®” In July 1920, a law
prohibited the sale of contraceptives other than preservatives and the diffusion of

information about contraception.

In 1923, it was decided that women seeking
abortions were to be prosecuted.'® French mothers with five, eight or ten children

were honored with medallions and supported with premiums. Likewise, in Britain,
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the Maternal and Child Welfare Act was passed in 1918 and in the United States of
America, Sheppard-Towner Act, aiming at the population growth, was introduced in
1921 to support mothers.'”® Furthermore, Mothers’ Day, which had begun to be
celebrated in the United States from 1912 onwards, was internationally celebrated
from 1920 onwards.'”' However, almost no significant regulation was introduced to
improve the conditions of working mothers and pregnant workers.'’? The pro-natalist
measures of the French government failed to persuade women to give birth.'”

In Europe, another important consequence of the war was a remarkable
increase in the number of illegitimate children. Wartime poverty forced many
women to engage in prostitution, lead sexually immoral lives, and resort to abortion
more often than before. In France, illegitimate children constituted 8.4 percent of all

births while this percentage rose to 14.2 percent in 1917.'7*

Involuntary motherhood
was also an important problem in Britain during the war years.'” The percentage of
illegitimate German children also increased from 10 percent of all newborns before

World War I to 13 percent during the war.'"

In Germany, where hunger was a severe
problem for civilians, many young children were left uncared by their working
mothers without adequate food or heat. Those children who did not work in factories
spent much of their time on the streets competing against adults for food.'”’

The content and amount of the state’s assistance to these disadvantaged

women’s children also changed according to the status of their fathers.'”® Especially,

those women who had been raped and gave birth to illegitimate children suffered
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some discriminatory practices and resorted to infanticide. During World War I, even
some French doctors partially supported infanticide in cases in which the child was
the result of a rape by German soldiers.'” Surely, not all rape victims got rid of their
babies. It is not possible to give an estimate of how many of the 410,000 children
registered in 1919 in France were illegitimate or were the children of the enemy."'*

On the other hand, the children of war heroes were protected by the state.
However, just like the widows who received different amounts of pensions due to the
different causes of death of their soldier husbands, war orphans as well received
different forms of aid from the state. For example, of the six million war orphans in
France, only one million were accepted as Pupilles de la Nation (wards of the nation)
because their fathers had died in battle, but not in hospital beds due to any illness or
other reasons. Likewise, the French government totally undertook the education of
only these one million orphans out of the total six million."®!

In brief, the social and economic effects of the long war years hit especially
women and children, whom the conscripted men had left behind. The war
governments devised several social welfare measures to preserve the social order,
morality, and productivity on the home front and to prevent any demoralization
among the soldiers. These welfare measures were not flawless. Discriminatory and
unequal principles and practices, patriarchal restrictions and sanctions created
discontent among many of the ordinary women who criticized and protested such

rules and practices. In addition, the poor and low income women excluded from

welfare programs demanded their inclusion in these programs.
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Women, War and Work

Women’s labor was very important for the mobilization of war, because millions of
men were sent to the front. Especially the work of women in munitions factories had
strategic importance for the continuation of the war and it was decisive in the war

182

effort. °~ Perhaps for this factor, women’s employment in the war industry was

accepted as a turning point in the work life of many European women, although

183
Nevertheless, a

many of these women had been already working before the war.
lot of women started working in new sectors to which they were accepted more
easily to replace men during World War 1. Surely, certain opportunities became
available to women even in those sectors which had been seen peculiar to men.
However, after the war, many of them were forced to leave their work to war
veterans. Thus, the war conditions mostly offered women temporary job
opportunities, which did not end the traditional gendered division of labor to any
significant degree. Furthermore, the working conditions and terms during the war
years, as before, were not favorable for women. Working life brought about new
problems and suffering as well as temporary income and work experience.

Women’s entry into work life with World War I was experienced most

dramatically in Britain, where before the war, the number of female workers was far

182 Jane Gledhill, “The War and Women,” in Women Writers and the Great War, writ. Dorothy
Goldman, Jane Gledhill, and Judith Hattaway (New York: Twayne Publishers, 1995), p. 13.

183 Sylvie Schweitzer, “Les enjeux du travail des femmes,” Vingtieme Siecle Revue d’histoire, No. 75,
Numéro spécial: Histoire des femmes, histoire des genres (Jul. — Sep., 2002), p. 23; and Daniel, The
War from within, p. 89. For the limitation concerning French women’s work and education during the
19" century and before World War I, see Sylvie Schweitzer, Les femmes ont toujours travaillé: une
histoire de leurs métiers, XIXe-XXe siecles (Paris: Odile Jacob, 2002), pp. 18-38. For the number of
working women in different European countries before and after the war, see Anne-Marie Sohn,
“Entre deux guerres: les roles féminins en France et en Angleterre,” in Histoire des femmes en
Occident, ed. Georges Duby and Michelle Perrot, Vol. 5, Le XXe siécle, ed. Frangoise Thébaud, pp.
170-174.

53



less than it was in France or Germany.'®* The rate of working women increased from

26 percent of all the employees to 36 percent.'®

The increase especially in munitions
work was spectacular, from 82,589 in July 1914 to 1,587,300 by November 1918."%
This increase in the number of women workers accelerated in the last year of the
war. In Britain and the United States, there were two and a half times as many
women workers in 1918 than in 1917."" In all of these countries, it was primarily
munitions work that provided more jobs to working-class women than any other
work."® Among the European belligerent countries, Germany had the lowest
percentage of women munitions workers.'® Therefore, the state had to spread
propaganda for German women'’s entry into war factories with the foundation of new
associations for this purpose.'”® The number of German women workers increased to
3.5 million by mid-1917 and to about six million by the end of the war. Eventually,
German women constituted 50 percent of the labor force in the armament industry."”!
In France, the percentage of women as workers increased from 14 percent in January
1916 to 25 percent in September 1917, in the armament and munitions factories and

192

in public offices. "“ By 1918, 420,000 French women were working in munitions

factories.'” However, in Australia, other than those women who replaced men in
public offices and agricultural work, the war did not bring in any dramatic change in

.o 194
women’s work life.
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On the other hand, many existing jobs for women and girls in the service
sector of the economy were lost or endangered.'” Large numbers of women working
as domestic help or dress-makers in Britain were dismissed in this period, since the
upper classes cut back on the luxuries of pre-war life.'”® However, as the war
progressed, many of these working-class women found themselves in jobs in which
they were not traditionally accepted. For instance, in Britain, about 6000 women
worked as tramway ticket sellers and conductors in 1917."7 After the war, French
women had new job opportunities in certain sectors in which they had never worked
before the war such as, metallurgy, chemistry, electronics, and food industry and in
public offices and administrative departments.'”® Likewise, comparatively more
women worked in new white-collar jobs after World War 1.

Finally, comparatively more women continued to work in several new sectors
in the post-war period. This was to some extent a culmination of the industrial
development and women’s struggles in the nineteenth century. Before the war years,
apart from civil rights that included the right to vote, women also had fought for
equal access to education, the improvement of working conditions and the expansion
of working opportunities.'”” However, labor shortage that stemmed from the Great
War opened the doors of jobs that were closed to women. The war caused a shift in
the women’s fields of jobs from sectors such as domestics, textiles, tobacco, food

processing, agriculture and mining to more male-dominated fields. For example, in
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the United States of America in 1870 while about 50 percent of all working women
were domestics, in 1920 about 40 percent of this group started to be employed in
public and private offices. In France, by 1906 women occupied 40 percent of all
white collar jobs.*”® French women had already started to work in the PTT from 1892

201

onwards.” The war reinforced the idea that upper and middle class women also had

to have an education that could enable them to find jobs in the absence of their
men.”” During World War I, especially women from middle or upper classes found
new opportunities to educate themselves and to work at various jobs. French women
started to acquire education in commerce in 1915 and in many engineering
departments in the following years.””

A very important change in women’s work life during the war was their entry
into the army although not in combat positions. In Britain, women mostly were
accepted into army work in order to allow more men to go to the front.*** The
Women’s Land Army, which was founded in July 1917, employed 23,000 women
before October 1919.%% During the war, about 40,000 women were accepted into the
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps, which also was founded in 1917, and 8500 of them

were sent abroad.? At the end of the war, there were between 80,000 and 90,000

women who had served in the British army in the auxiliary services as clerks, store
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. . . 20
keepers, cleaners, cooks, waitresses, mechanics, telephone operators and drivers. 7

Most of these working class women were attracted by the salaries paid for these jobs,

208

which were higher than what was paid for many traditional jobs.”™ Likewise, more

209
d.””” Women were

than 11,000 women enlisted in the American Navy in this perio
only accepted as soldiers in Russia, where Maria Leont’evna Bochkareva became the
commander of the First Russian Women’s Battalion of Death in World War I. From
Spring 1917 to fall of that year, more than 5,000 Russian women volunteered to fill
the ranks of fifteen all-female combat units.*"

Furthermore, women’s army work increased their number in the medical

professions.”'! The French army employed 120,000 women,*"?

mostly as nurses in
the army.*"* By 1918, of about 100,000 French nurses, 30,000 were paid by the
army, whereas 63,000 were voluntary nurses serving for associations such as the Red

214
Cross.

The educational opportunities of these women also varied according to their
social status. Those women who belonged to the relatively lower income groups

were able to get their education only in municipal or departmental schools without

registration fees, while those nurses from upper-class could afford private courses or
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the nursing courses of the Red Cross. This last group was therefore preferred as more
qualified nurses by the doctors.*"

The number of women factory workers also increased due to the war efforts
of governments and Taylorism that divided the tasks into easy parts and made it
possible to accept large numbers of women in factories.”'® For instance, in France,
the number of women workers increased especially in metallurgy during the war
years.”'” While only 5 percent of the metallurgy workers were women in 1913 they

constituted 26 percent of the workers in 1917.2"

In the Seine region of France,
women workers made up 30 percent of all workers in metallurgy by 1918."” Many
middle-class women also found jobs in the factories as welfare supervisors of women
workers, work inspectors, social workers and security guards to control women
workers in countries like Britain, France, and Germany.220

Apart from the new job opportunities, one of the most important advantages
the war offered women workers was to gain access to those sectors paying

comparatively higher wages, such as munitions factories. Munitions work provided

women workers some economic autonomy allowing them some freedom from the
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help of male relatives or husbands.**'

In this sector, women received roughly three
times the wages they had earned before the war. About 400,000 domestic workers
left their positions during World War I and started working in arms production for
better wages.”” In Britain, women gravitated to high salaries in government
establishments and industries like metals, chemicals, textiles, and clothing, where
their number reached 1,302,000 by July 1918.%% For that reason, employers of the
“traditionally female” industries that paid lower wages lost most of their workers to

224

the munitions factories during the war.”" In the United States of America as well,

munitions factories rather than textile production attracted women who were in

225
search of more money.

In France, because the employers in other sectors feared
that their workers might shift to munitions factories due to the higher wages in this
sector, women workers in many other sectors as well continued to receive wages
comparatively higher than they had before the war.?*°

However, despite the higher wages in these new sectors, women still received
lower salaries compared to men, even in the munitions factories. In France, while
women in the armaments factories earned up to 600 percent of what they had earned
in traditionally female jobs like garment-making, they still earned less than their

227

male counterparts.” French women were accepted in the factories as second class
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workers with less education and lower wages than men.”*® They earned about half of
what men received for the same work. Even after the improvement of their wages by
the state in 1917, women’s wages still were lower than men’s wages between 15 and
25 percent.”” In July 1918, while a French woman munitions worker earned 7.5 to
12 francs a day, a man doing the same job took home from 8.5 to 18 francs.*’ British
women workers also earned less than their male counterparts in terms of wages. The

unions ignored this inequality, as long as men’s wage rates were not in danger.”' I

n
Germany, even after wartime ameliorations, women’s wages were about 47.7 percent
of what men earned.”*? Like French women, German women workers as well did not
receive a significant education on factory work.”** In Russia, women’s wages were
only between 30 to 50 percent of men’s wages.”>* Throughout the war women had to
struggle to receive the same pay as men for the same work.”> Last but not least,
given the high inflation rates, it is not difficult to say that these wages offered only a
slight economic advantage for women.

In addition to low wages, many women suffered in dangerous, heavy and
unsanitary working conditions and under extreme exploitation, which caused health

236
h.

problems, disability or even deat Women working in munitions factories were

prone to hard work at night, explosions, and dangerous poisoning by TNT and other
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lethal chemicals.”*” Despite such danger, British women in munitions factories were
not allowed to move from one factory to another without certificates of
permission.”® In France as well, women workers of the munitions factories were
prone to dangers such as accidents, TNT poisoning, lung diseases, and serious skin

239
burns.

Furthermore, they suffered frequently from tuberculosis and venereal
diseases. The rooms in which they slept at the factories were not sanitary and
affected their health adversely.*** As for German women workers, the laws and
regulations that were supposed to protect women and child workers did not
effectively protect them during the war years.**'

Likewise, nurses constituted another group of women who worked in
dangerous environments. About 10 percent of all French nurses who worked in the
mobile operating rooms near the front died in military attacks.”** Similarly, the
Australian nurses on the Western front were exposed to considerable personal danger
because in the medical stations in which they worked, which were situated within a
few kilometers of the frontline, they were under the threat of bombing raids and gas
attacks.”*

Another problem was that society and the women’s male colleagues resisted
the newly acquired positions of women. Working women mostly suffered from
moral and patriarchal expectations, various forms of harassment and rumors
slandering and criticizing them. British women who worked in trams as conductors

were harassed verbally and physically by men because of their inexperience.**
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Furthermore, rumors were spread about British women munitions workers who
received relatively better wages for the duration of the war. Rumors had it that the
women workers spent their money on luxuries like fur coats, silk dresses, jewelry
and gramophones or for drinking excessively and eating delicacies.”*> They were
accused of potential drunkenness, extravagance, and sexual promiscuity.**® In France
as well, the sexual promiscuity of women munitions workers was feared, because
they had to live in the factories away from their families and very near to male
workers.**’

The employment of women in the army with the war also created hostilities
against them. For instance, it was feared that the use of female technical staff in the
United States army would “emasculate” warfare, and therefore, women only were
accepted as civilian employees to the army.>* Likewise, British women were
accepted in the army as civilians rather than being enlisted; but they were subject to

the military laws and regulations.**

There were also many failed attempts by women
of some of the belligerent countries to take part in the army. Hundreds of Australian
women wrote to the military authorities volunteering to work in the army in any jobs,
as ambulance drivers, cooks, hospital orderlies or office workers, but they were all
rejected.”* Marguerite Durand, in her journal La Fronde, demanded the
establishment of a women’s army auxiliary corps as well, but her demand did not
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resonate among the French decision-makers.
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Despite the urgent need, women also had difficulty entering the army as
medical staff. For example, the British commanders refused a British woman doctor
in 1914, arguing that they “did not want to be troubled with hysterical women.”***
Even in this period when the war governments were in dire need of their service,
American women doctors were not allowed to work as army staff, but they were
hired as civilians. Consequently, many of them worked in Europe in the hospitals
they founded under the name of American Women’s Hospitals.>> Although women
had the right to work as Red Cross volunteers under the authority of the military
medical service, in the first year of the war, they were not allowed to work in
hospital service on the front. It was in 1915 when Red Cross nurses started working
in front-line hospitals and their number reached up to 500,000.%*

Once women started working for the army as nurses, they were at the same
time eulogized as “ministering angels” and found suspicious.”>> American nurses in
the army worked in an especially hostile workplace environment, because they
constituted a threat to the masculine culture of the United States army.>*® They
suffered “gender-based hostility” in the military. They were reminded that they were
different and out of place in the army with various actions against them, ranging
from “deliberate work sabotage” to “unwanted sexual attention” or “threats of
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assault.””" They were the victims of rumors which alleged that they were spies of

. 258 . . .. .
the enemy spreading German propaganda.”” Nurses faced racial discrimination as
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well. Some 1800 black nurses who had been certified by the Red Cross for military
duty were not called up by the United States Army until the flu epidemic of 1918-
1919 made their contributions inescapable.””

Even the most upper-class women members of the military personnel, the
Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) nurses of Britain, had important problems. They
were seen as “a nuisance in war”’ and were poorly remunerated on the grounds that
patriotism alone should be accepted as a reward for a “lady.”**’ They received only
the reimbursement of their out-of-pocket expenses.”®' As for French nurses who
worked in great numbers in the army during World War I, they were subjected to
some obstructive treatment. For instance, their nursing degree diplomas, which gave
them some specific rights, were not granted until 1922.2%

As a result of the fears that women could endanger the military culture, they
were also prone to severe pressures from both society and the army in terms of their
clothing and morality. Those women wearing military uniforms were not encouraged
by the British public and were in some cases described in derogatory terms such as
“aping men.”**> American Navy women wore no uniforms, when they started
military work. They used civilian clothes with armbands according to their ranks.
When they first used military uniforms, orders came from the authorities who were
suspicious of women’s proper usage of their uniforms. Women were ordered to wear

- 264
“no fur neckpieces, muffs, spats or other adornment.”

British women working in
the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps were also victims of rumors about their

promiscuity. Some of them were sent back home for misconduct as a result of these
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rumors.*®> Many British middle and upper class women, who worked for the First

Aid Nursing Yeomanry as ambulance drivers during the war, frequently used their
privileged social upbringing and Edwardian femininity, in other words, their
aristocratic and moral status, in their discourses in order to protect themselves from
similar rumors and to deal with the resistance of the authorities.*®

Women were not passive in solving their work-related problems and took
organized or individual actions against poor treatment. The most important feature of
Western women'’s response to such negative conditions was to participate in labor
and professional organizations. The percentage of women workers as union members
and the strikes that women took part in or initiated increased during World War 1.2
The number of British women trade union members raised from 437,000 in 1914 to
1,209,000 in 1918.2% In 1918, less than 12 percent of women munitions workers in
France were union members compared to 25 percent of men. Nevertheless, even this

low percentage was a progress compared to the statistics before the war.>®

In France,
there emerged feminist activists like Marguerite Durand, who demanded that a
Women’s Labor Bureau be opened officially and women’s interests were defended,
during and after the war.*”

Despite women’s attempts to gain new rights though union membership,

usually they were not welcomed by male trade unionists. Male workers generally did
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not approve of the women workers who were content with low wages, and thereby,
lowered wage levels and became a source of competition with male workers.
Therefore, both in France and in Germany, male unionists wanted that women were
paid the same wage with men for the same work not for egalitarian reasons, but to
protect the rights of male workers who had to face the competition of women as
cheap labor.””' Fearing the competition of women workers, British unions attempted
to reinforce the idea that women were essentially deficient as workers on the grounds
that they had family responsibilities, were physically weaker, and lacked a tradition
of work expertise.”’

Despite the male workers’ hostile or hesitant approach to the women’s
participation in labor movement, women took an active part in many wartime strikes.
What is more, they themselves organized several strikes. In France, there were 17
strikes by women workers, as compared to 77 strikes by men in 1915 and 1916. In
the spring of 1917, women textile workers who produced clothing for the army
started a strike, because their wages had very low purchasing power against wartime
inflation.”” Although women were underestimated as second-class members of
unions, this was the first big strike of 1917, a year which was famous for strike
waves in France.”™*

With these strikes in World War I, women workers felt for the first time that

the state had become their employer. They realized the national importance of their
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labor in war conditions.”® Therefore, they negotiated their work conditions with their
states. In this regard, French women succeeded to reduce their work hours to an
average of ten hours and were granted a “weekly rest” usually on Sunday or “the
English week,” which was half day off on Saturday and all day off on Sunday as a
result of their strikes in 1917.%"

In the United States of America, where women were very well organized, the
regulations for improving women workers’ conditions that had stagnated before the
war in the Congress were passed more rapidly as a result of the war efforts. Thus,
women workers in certain sectors, especially strategically important ones, obtained
new work standards in their military contracts such as an eight hour work day, lunch
and rest breaks, no night work except with special permission, no industrial home
work, higher wages and equal payment with men in doing the same work, safe
working conditions, and protection from chemicals.””’ However, despite such
regulations on paper, first, these conditions did not cover all women workers in all
sectors; and second, the implementation of these rules and regulations was
problematic, as stated above.

Apart from union membership or going on strike, women had everyday self-
seeking strategies to improve their conditions or to minimize their loses as well.
Many of these strategies involved motherhood. In order to avoid getting fired and
living in destitution, many British women workers concealed their pregnancies.””®

Likewise, despite the attempts of the trade unions to send women home in order to

increase the wages of men, working-class women started to use contraception more

> Antoine Prost, “Frontiéres et espaces du privé,” in Histoire de la vie privée, ed. Philippe Ariés and
Georges Duby, Vol. 5, De la Premiere Guerre mondiale a nos jours, ed. Antoine Prost and Gérard
Vincent (Paris: Editions du Seuil, 1999), p. 45.

276 Robert, “Women and Work in France during the First World War,” p. 259.

27" Brown, Rosie’s Mom, pp. 118-120.

28 Woollacott, On Her Their Lives Depend, p. 75.
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effectively during World War 1.>”

Although the Austria-Hungary government forced
women without small children to work in munitions factories by cutting their
pensions and separation allowances, the German government, afraid of lowering the
soldiers’ morale, did not pursue the same policy. German women did not favor
working outside, but preferred work they could do at home in order to take care of
their children as single parents during the war years when housework was
complicated. This choice of women forced the authorities to create new welfare
policies to make factory work more attractive to women.”*

Furthermore, absenteeism was very common among women workers who had
family responsibilities. French women were absent from work 5 to 7 percent of their
work days on average.”®' This was a kind of refusal to work in bad conditions or a
self-defense in the face of the lack of sufficient social measures. Many women also
resorted to criminal ways in the war years. In Germany, from 1913 to 1917 the anti-
property crimes committed by women between 18 and 50 years old shockingly
increased by 82.2 percent. In comparison, this increase was 57.4 percent for
adolescents (male and female) between 15 and 18 years old, and 14.6 percent for

d.* In addition, German women committed larceny,

men over 50 years ol
embezzlement, and fraud, received stolen goods, and falsified documents for their
very survival. For example, whereas the total number of German women who were

convicted for petty larceny was 19,803 in 1911, this number jumped to 37,735 in

1917. Women who received stolen goods increased from 2269 to 7734 between 1911

7 Martine Segalen, “La révolution industrielle: du prolétaire au bourgeois,” in Histoire de la famille,
Vol. 3, Le choc des modernités, ed. André Burguiere, Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, Martine Segalen,
and Francoise Zonabend (Paris: Livre de Poche, 1994), pp. 512-513.

%0 Daniel, “Women’s Work in Industry and Family: Germany, 1914-1918,” pp. 278-279; and Daniel,
The War from within, pp. 85-88.

281 Frois, La santé et le travail, p. 62.

82 Daniel, The War from within, p. 162. Especially see Table 16 in this book which shows the female
crimes in 1917 in comparison to the average female crime rates of the years 1911-1913, on page 200.
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and 1917. Those women who resorted to the falsification of documents increased
from 1102 in 1911 to 3337 in 1917.*%

Many women workers tried to quit one munitions factory for another in order
to get better pay. In order make this harder, the British government devised a system
of leaving certificates, which were supposed to be shown to the workplaces to which

284 Furthermore, there were women munitions workers

the workers applied for jobs.
who refused to work with dangerous products like amatol, which is a compound
containing TNT. These women were prosecuted at an industrial tribunal and fined 15
shillings.?® Despite such punishments, women munitions workers who wanted to
avoid working with TNT often resorted to absenteeism or changed jobs.?*

With the Armistice, the need for women in the workforce ended abruptly.
Many women in public offices or in munitions factories were fired as soon as men
returned home. In France, about 500,000 of 600,000 women workers in the war
industry were dismissed once there was no need for them. Women’s wages were
again lowered. However, while women in administrative departments acquired a
relatively more durable status as employees, those in industry suffered from
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dismissals.”” The number of French working women was nearly the same in the

statistics of 1911 and 1921, despite the rapid increase during the war.**®
In Britain, two-thirds of all women who had been employed during the war

had to leave their jobs by 1920.**” Among those workers who were dismissed,

150,000 women were refused unemployment compensation on the grounds that they

3 Daniel, The War from within, p. 202.

% Thébaud, “La Grande Guerre: le triomphe de la division sexuelle,” p. 106.
285 Thom, Nice Girls and Rude Girls, p. 134.

26 1bid., p. 139.

27 Antier, Les femmes dans la Grande Guerre, pp. 57-58.

28 Schweitzer, Les femmes ont toujours travaillé, p. 100.
2 Gledhill, “The War and Women,” p. 17.
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had not been employed before the war.*° Not only munitions workers but women
working in several jobs ranging from tram conductors to typists were fired.
Consequently, in 1921, the percentage of British women labor force became 2
percent lower than it had been in 1911.*' Dismissed women were denied
unemployment compensation if they refused to work in jobs offered to them, which
were most frequently positions in domestic work that many of them had quit during
the war years.””* Nevertheless, even when they had to accept these positions, many
women as domestic workers “felt a far greater capacity to resist exploitation than
before,” because of the wartime experience that had provided them with more self-
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confidence to quit their jobs.”” Furthermore, women were not totally silent against

these massive dismissals and many of them sent complaint letters which were
published in the press of the time.***

In sum, during World War I in the industrialized belligerent countries women
started working in new jobs conventionally known as men’s work and acquired some
increases in their wages in especially the munitions factories compared to what was
paid for traditionally feminine jobs like textiles and domestic work. Many middle or
upper-class women also found jobs in these factories for the surveillance or welfare
of women workers or in white-collar jobs in increasing numbers. Women also
entered into army work with the war. Nevertheless, even those women who benefited
from a new work experience or increased wages during World War I were still prone
to bad work conditions, lower wages compared to men and patriarchal pressures.

Women showed their discontent and resisted both of these in open strikes or in more

covert ways. At the end of the war, many women had to leave their positions to men.

20 Thom, Nice Girls and Rude Girls, p. 192.

21 Grayzel, Women and the First World War, p. 106.

22 Summers, “Public Functions, Private Premises,” p. 370.
2% Thom, “Women and Work in Wartime Britain,” p. 317.
294 Battagliola, Histoire du travail des femmes, pp. 53-54.
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Ordinary Women’s Experience of and Response to War Mobilization

Whether they supported the war mobilization or not, women were at the center of the
war propaganda during World War I. Women’s vulnerable situation in the war was
generally used for political purposes and for boosting the motivation of the
soldiers.””> Wars were believed to be fought for the protection of “women and
children” and therefore women became an indispensable part of the militarized
imagery.”° For instance, the “rape and sexual mutilation of women” in Belgium and
France by German soldiers was used as an important part of the British war
propaganda.”’ The stories of the raped women were told mostly by men and not by
the women who had experienced it. These stories eventually served only to create a
nationalist mythology for propaganda purposes.”’® However, in reality women were
not only under the threat of an external enemy, but also and especially under the
threat of attacks by local men. Some American women took up arms during the war
years in order to protect themselves and their families against the attacks in the
absence of their recruited men.””

World War I also triggered nationalist and religious sentiments among the
civilians. Especially women and children became the targets of the nationalist war
propaganda. In Britain, France and Germany, the nationalist education of children
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became one of the priorities of politicians.” In the United States of America,
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World War,” Past & Present, No. 141 (Nov., 1993), p. 172.
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popular nationalism due to the war was seen as a remedy to the problem of
citizenship and nationalization of large numbers of migrants.**' Women were also
active in nationalist propaganda. Some American suffrage leaders took part in the
efforts of Americanization of immigrant families as a contribution to the war effort
by scrutinizing the mothering practices of immigrant women in order to reproduce
patriotism and national values.**® Likewise, French Catholic women became the
targets of religious propaganda through prayer books or sculptures strengthening
catholic sentiments against partly Protestant Germany. Many of them were biased
with prayers which gave consent to the war. According to some accounts, women
became more pious than they had been before World War 1.°*

Women were not simply passive objects or receivers of war propaganda.
First, some women played active roles by supporting the propaganda. Others
responded to it by passively or actively resisting it, or by remaining indifferent to it.
Many of them were involved in writing books during the war years about the war
more freely than men who were fighting on the front and suffering from shell
shock.*® In Britain, where before 1916 men volunteered to enlist in the army rather
than being universally conscripted, there were women propaganda writers like Mrs.
Humphry Ward, who published England’s Effort in 1916 and Towards the Goal in

1917 under government auspices.’”> However, war propaganda was not always

explicitly made; it can even be implicitly found in the romance novels of the time

39! Jean Bethke Elshtain, Women and War (Chicago; London: The University of Chicago Press, 1995),
pp. 106-120.

*%2 Kathleen Kennedy, Disloyal Mothers and Scurrilous Citizens: Women and Subversion during
World War I (Bloomington; Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999), pp. 14-15.
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395 Jane Potter, Boys in Khaki, Girls in Print: Women's Literary Responses to the Great War, 1914-
1918 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2005), p. 65; and Helen Small, “Mrs. Humphry Ward and the First
Casualty of War,” in Women'’s Fiction and the Great War, ed. Suzanne Raitt and Trudi Tate (Oxford:
Clarendon Press, 1997), pp. 18-46.
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306
In

written by women, which might have had a greater impact on ordinary people.
this regard, women were agents of war propaganda mostly by shaming men who had
not enlisted in the army, with their patriotic words and actions. To force women to be
active in war propaganda, posters with the images of patriotic women were also
used.””” An advertisement which encouraged young women for this purpose even
claimed that British men who had neglected their war duty to their King and their
country could some day neglect them as husbands.*”® In Britain and in the United
States of America, nationalist women distributed white feathers to the men they saw

309

without uniform on the street to shame them.” Furthermore, stories of women’s

310 .
In Russia,

heroic actions helped to shame those men who did not fight on the front.
the Battalion of Death composed of women soldiers under the commandership of
Maria Botchkareva, was devised by her as a propaganda tool to shame men into
fighting.>"!

However, the great part of the ordinary poor and low income women
challenged certain aspects of the war mobilization. One of the main forms of this
challenge was against the war governments’ patriarchal family policies that sought to
control women’s sexual lives. The regulation of women’s sexuality and prostitution

was a crucial component of the war mobilization. Although the repression of

prostitution can be traced back to earlier periods in Western countries, it was

3% Jane Potter, “‘A Great Purifier’: The Great War in Women’s Romances and Memoirs, 1914-1918,”
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272; and Nicoletta F. Gullace, “White Feathers and Wounded Men: Female Patriotism and the
Memory of the Great War,” The Journal of British Studies 36, No. 2, Twentieth-Century British
Studies (Apr., 1997), pp. 178-206.

319 Women were so active in war efforts that other than unknown women war heroines French state
gave medallions to about 10,000 women. For example, see Jean-Marc Binot, Héroines de la Grande
Guerre (Paris: Fayard, 2008), p. 18.

3 Goldstein, War and Gender, p. 74.
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especially from the late eighteenth and the early nineteenth centuries onwards that
states wanted to control women and girl prostitutes.’'* The Contagious Diseases Act
of 1864 in Britain was first of all thought of as prevention against the spread of
venereal diseases to soldiers. Many women who temporarily prostituted themselves
due to economic reasons were recorded, condemned and forced into lifelong
prostitution as a result.*'* During World War I as well, regulation of women’s
sexuality and control of prostitution were very important for the belligerent states for
the war mobilization and effort. Prostitution was either regulated or suppressed
altogether.”'* Indeed, women’s sexuality on the home front was significant in order
to boost the morale of the soldiers who believed that they fought for their faithful
wives or fiancés under the threat of “enemy” attacks.

However, financial problems made being loyal much more difficult for poor
women. Despite the attempts of the governments during the war and the following
years against it, prostitution was very common because of the social and economic
problems that war engendered for low-income women deprived of their supporter

315
and protector male relatives.

The interventionist policies of the state caused an
increase in clandestine prostitution.’'® Although comparatively most of the middle
and upper class women could mourn for years for their husbands or fiancés who had

died in battlefield, lower class women who were afflicted by acute economic

problems due to the absence or loss of their breadwinners had to resort either to

312 Michel Foucault writes about the history of this control of sexuality in the Western context. For
example, see Michel Foucault, Histoire de la sexualité, 3 vols. (Paris: Editions Gallimard, 1976-
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prostitution or remarriage.”’” Aware of this, the German war government, for
instance, increased the dose of moral pressures on the wives of conscripted soldiers
in order to protect the morale of the soldiers. Nevertheless, in the face of such
attentiveness of the state, the clandestine prostitution and moral problems among
women proliferated during the war years. This was true not only in the cities, but also
in the countryside where peasant women had sexual intercourse with prisoners of
war.>'®

Due to the importance of women’s sexuality for mobilization, wartime
regulations went beyond the protection of public health and became an issue of the
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discipline and morale of women on the home front.” ~ The British government

enacted the Defense of the Realm Act (DORA) in November 1914, which prohibited
women from appearing on the streets between the hours of 19:00 and 08:00.**
Furthermore, after the Criminal Law Amendment Bill was introduced in 1917, the
age of consent for women was raised from 16 to 18, penalties of imprisonment with
hard labor were introduced for those women who deliberately spread venereal
diseases and advertisements for abortion methods and alleged cures for disorders
spread by sexual contact were criminalized. With Regulation 40D in March 1918, no
woman suffering from venereal disease was allowed to have sexual intercourse with
British soldiers. In this way, the regulation of women’s sexuality went beyond

321

prostitution and targeted both the prostitutes and “amateur” girls.””" In Australia as

well, the police arrested those girls who were found on the streets at late hours in the

*'7 See for example Vera Brittain who mourned for ten years for her war martyr fiancé before getting
married with another man, Stéphane Audoin-Rouzeau, Cing deuils de guerre, 1914-1918 (Paris:
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company of soldiers and sailors. They were charged with the crime of infecting

soldiers with venereal diseases, although this sometimes proved not to be true.*** I

n
Germany, the measures against venereal diseases protected men while contraception
was banned and women were forced to have medical examinations.’>

The regulations unfairly criminalized women who were not involved with
prostitution. For example, it was reported that some German secret agents had forced
women to have sex with them by threatening to report them as unlicensed prostitutes.
According to German law, any woman who was reported to have had sex with more
than one man was labeled as a prostitute. As a result, many women and girls who
were not prostitutes in reality were sent to military brothels.”** Some nationalist
women volunteers themselves were agents of similar social control which often
criminalized lower-class women. Nationalist and conservative middle-class women
especially argued that they were “better equipped than men were to control women”

323 In the United States of America as well in those cities where the army

in Britain.
camps were located, lower-class women who worked as prostitutes were strictly
policed by middle-class women as “social workers” during World War I.*2°

Pacifist women came under similar surveillance, because they also
constituted an important threat to war mobilization. The war elevated nationalist and
patriotic feelings and “manhood,” while the war governments suppressed universal

. .. . g 327 . . .
ideals such as feminism and socialism.”*" For instance, with the war declaration of

the United States government, all immigrants, labor leaders, and political radicals of
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all affiliations became suspect individuals.*® Among the pacifist women, especially
women doctors or school teachers against military training in public schools,
socialist women leaders who promoted an antimilitarist motherhood and immigrant
working-class women were all criminalized and put under surveillance.**
American pacifist feminist Jane Addams, for example, who were to win the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1931, was increasingly isolated after 1917 because of her
opposition to the war. She was labeled a traitor, communist, and anarchist after the

3% French pacifist feminists such as the schoolteachers Héléne Brion, Marie

war
Mayoux, and Lucie Colliard were put on trial and were imprisoned for similar
reasons.>>' Many other countries prosecuted women for their pacifist activities,
charging them with political crimes.***

Despite their political importance, pacifist women constituted only a small
group. Whereas a minority of women pursued their rights through such pacifist
activities, many others supported the war effort and nationalist cause, as stated
above. In this respect, World War I challenged the idea that women supported peace

universally.*** Many suffragists who believed that they could win their citizenship

rights by supporting the war efforts of their government rejected the ideas of the
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pacifists.”* Because of their difference of opinion, pacifist suffragists like Helena
Swanwick and many leading figures had to resign from the National Union of

Women’s Suffrage Societies on 15 April 1915.*%

The same year Swanwick created
the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom with American feminist
Jane Addams.*® In this period, pacifist women organized important conferences in
which many suffragists refused to participate. Shortly after the international
conference organized by socialist women like Clara Zetkin in Berne on 25-27 March

337 the International Council of

1915 at which they declared war against the war,
Women organized the Women’s Peace Congress at the Hague from 28 April to 1
May 1915.%*® Instead of supporting these attempts, the same year British feminists
who supported nationalism renamed their journal The Suffragette, the newspaper of
the English Women’s Social and Political Union, as Britannia.>® Likewise, war
propagator Mrs. Humphry Ward celebrated the war as a means for women’s
emancipation, claiming that it created the “world of the new women,” who had
recently become women policemen, chauffeurs, and militant suffragists.**’

Because of this lack of support from other feminist women and other reasons,

pacifist women’s attempts for peace failed.”*' Many pacifist women were unable to

have an impact on some groups of lower-class women as well as those who had their
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subjective reasons to support the war mobilization. For instance, some pacifist
women intellectuals like Marcelle Capy believed that women munitions workers
could end the war by stopping arms production. However, this idea had no real
impact on women munitions workers, for they could lose their jobs with the end of

the war.>*

Munitions workers in Britain as well were not pacifists because these
factories were important sources of income for their survival.*** Similarly, Russian
radical feminist Alexandra Kollontai, who believed that World War I “was no more
than an instrument of bourgeois oppression,” found herself criticizing the Women’s
Battalion of Death founded by a semi-literate woman from lower-class origins, Maria
Bochkareva, in May 1917.*

Partially as a result of women’s support of war mobilization, a long list of
nations gave women their political rights either during or in the aftermath of the
war.”*> However, once women acquired their political rights, their earlier struggle for
the right to vote was ignored. Instead, the idea that women’s political rights were

346
d.

given as recompense for their war efforts was promote Nevertheless, women’s

wartime service was only one factor among many other less mentioned ones which
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provided women with certain political rights.”™" The discourse of wartime sacrifice
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was rather a strategy of those governments that desperately needed popular support
for male enlistment. For instance, during the war the governments in Canada and
Belgium gave the right to vote to the mothers of soldiers before most other
women.**®

This discourse meant little after the war. Indeed, while both British and
French women had worked for their countries, British women had the right to vote,

349

but French women did not.”™ War work helped British women to dismiss the

previous arguments against women’s citizenship rights.350 On the other hand, French

351

women who had similar service were denied the same right.””" Instead, French

women had a suspension of their struggle for suffrage with World War 1.*2
Furthermore, despite the previous expectations of the suffragists, the women of those
countries who had acquired political rights soon realized that voting was not
sufficient to achieve equality in other spheres of life. For instance, Russian women
who obtained the right to vote earlier than many other European countries had to
struggle for their civil and socio-economic rights long afterwards.*

Not only women’s wartime services but their resistance to the war

mobilization as well was equally significant in terms of politics. Especially those

rebellions and strikes of lower-class women due to wartime poverty and shortages of
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food and basic consumption goods eventually paved the way for the revolutions in
Russia and Germany.*>* German women workers took active part in the Revolution
of 9 November 1918.%> In Russia as well, women worker’s strikes and poor
women’s riots contributed to the Bolshevik Revolution.”>® Russian peasant women as
a very impoverished group were also active in the rebellions. Unlike in other
European belligerent countries, in Russia soldiers had a very long period of
conscription, about fifteen years, even after the reform of 1874. By the end of 1916,
the number of men who were on the front reached 14.6 million and about one-third
of the peasant families were left without their men. In these conditions, many peasant
women did not trust the war propaganda, but rebelled against the conscription of
their husbands.*’

French women workers and ordinary women also were active in strikes and

anti-war demonstrations in 1917.%%

Most of them were spontaneous and individual
movements. One of their forms of resistance against the mobilization was to protest
the conscriptions and to attempt to prevent the transportation of newly recruited men.
During the war, many French women who did not want to allow their men to go to
the front were prosecuted and sentenced to three months imprisonment.**’ Especially
towards the end of the war, from January 1918 to May 1918, French women workers
tried to prevent conscriptions and some of them lay down on the railway lines to stop

. . . . 360 . .
the trains which carried young soldiers.”™ Women as wives, female pen friends, or

prostitutes became the nightmare of the French army because they were able to
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demoralize the soldiers.*®!

Indeed, the desertions of soldiers during World War I
were not only related to their lack of military discipline, but also to their reaction to
the wartime inequalities and problems troubling their female relatives on the home
front. Many of them, including the mutinies in the French army in 1917, stemmed to
some extent from the problems of their families who had become impoverished with
the war.**

Although very little has been written on their wartime experience, like
soldiers, peasant women were another group that bore the burden of the war the
most. Their resistance to the war mobilization was very important although they were
more silent in appearance than urban women. The main reason for this was the fact
that their resistance showed itself mostly in their everyday struggles for survival. The
governments of both Britain and Germany expected peasant women to help the war

3% In Ttaly and France,

mobilization by producing a lot more agricultural crops.
peasant women were exploited in agricultural work to varying degrees, according to
the region in which they lived.*** They especially resisted the war time taxes through
everyday stratagems.

The war time impoverishment and food shortages led French peasants to hide

some of their wheat or animals from military tax collectors. By doing so, they aimed

31 Jean-Yves Le Naour, “Epouses, marraines et prostituées: le repos du guerrier, entre service social
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to minimize their losses or earn some extra money by selling these in the cities.
Again, they might have earned more money to pay their debts by doing so. Indeed,
many peasant women had difficulty in paying their debts due to the decreased
agricultural production, although the government made use of war prisoners by
forcing them to work their lands in order to solve this problem.**

Likewise, Italian peasant women and girls at very young ages had to work
beyond their strength. Many of them had to steal food out of hunger. Furthermore, in
the absence of their men, women had to deal with bureaucratic problems by
themselves and they were more exposed to sexual and other forms of harassment of
the government agents and other men. Finally, despite the moral and nationalist
expectations, peasant women were willing to hide the deserters who helped them in
their agricultural duties.*®

In sum, the war government mobilized not only male human power for the
battles on the front, but that of women as well. Another sort of battle occurred on
home front between women and the state, and between low-income women and
middle-class women who took part in the war efforts of the state. The government
took several measures such as preventing prostitution, illegal remarriages and
limiting women’s sexual autonomy to keep soldiers morale high and to protect the
population from venereal diseases. The nationalist war propaganda encouraged men
and women to support conscription and to cooperate with the government. Women
were not unresponsive to the war mobilization and propaganda. Women of
belligerent countries supported the war mobilization or resisted it for their subjective

reasons that varied according to their social and economic status. Some women
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supported the mobilization measures or took active parts in the mobilization and
propaganda activities. Women most probably sought acceptance and position in
public and economic life by cooperating with the state. On the other hand, especially
those women who suffered from the war, especially lower class women in urban and
rural settings passively or actively disapproved, criticized and resisted the war
mobilization measures. Therefore, many women as prostitutes, feminists, socialists
and pacifists became targets of attacks and the strict control of the state because of
their negative impact on war mobilization and nationalist propaganda. The war
revealed the heterogeneity of women’s experience of war and of their approach to
war mobilization. Most probably, as well as some women’s active support of
nationalist causes, many other women’s non-cooperation and resistance, which
challanged the mobilization measures, revealed the importance of women’s consent
and cooperation for successful implementation of state policies and played role in the

recognition of their political rights.

Concluding Remarks

The Western women’s expeciences of the social impact of the war and wartime
mobilization were not homogenous. Their experiences varied according to the social
and economic positions and conditions in which they lived. Even in the strongest and
most developed Western countries, the war did not bring automatic emancipation or
liberty for women. Despite some opportunities such as the opening of new job fields
to women beyond the pre-war traditional gendered division of labor, the war brought

poverty, deprivation, hunger or malnourishment for the vast majority of women.
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World War I further revealed the class and status difference between lower-
class women and middle and upper-class women. Some middle and upper-class
women acquired public acceptance and new economic, social and political positions
through their propaganda activities or welfare work for poor soldiers’ families and
orphans. In addition, many middle and upper class women supported the war
mobilization and nationalist propaganda, and criticized those women who were
pacifists and discontent with the state policies. They legitimized their participation in
public life through their support for the war effort of the governments.

Undoubtedly, the total war brought women some opportunities such as
relatively better paid munitions work, new jobs and work experience. The wartime
employment was a new experience for many women as well as a source of income.
On the other hand, many lower class and poor women suffered from the adverse
social and economic effects of the war. For a vast majority of women who had sent
their men to the front, World War I brought an acute impoverishment together with
bereavement. In the face of increasing poverty and social problems afflicting lower
class women, the war governments had to increase welfare measures in terms or food
distribution, separation allowances or pensions to soldiers’ families, and aids to
mothers and orphan children throughout the war due to war mobilization. However,
welfare measures did not meet the needs and created further problems such as
unequal, discriminatory, and exclusionary practices or introduced patriarchal
requirements and control over women.

The conscriptions also did not entirely remove the patriarchal control over
women, but the state and some elite and middle class women substituted for the men
under arms. As a result of the military mobilizations, lower-class women as workers,

peasants or soldiers’ wives began to be under an increased surveillance of the state.
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They were expected to keep the home fires burning, be loyal wives or fiancées, and
boost the morale of the soldiers. Again, many women were expected to support the
conscriptions and other war mobilization measures by cooperating with the state and
making sacrifices.

However, many low-income and poor women were not only passive
recipients of welfare measures. Nor did they remain passive in the face of the social
and moral control over them and of mobilization measures imposing sacrifices on
them. First, women negotiated the side effects and negative aspects of the welfare
measures. They negotiated the terms, conditions and amounts of the welfare
measures and criticized the discriminatory practices. They demanded much more and
more effective social aid programs. Their growing complaints and demands
compelled the governments to take more inclusive and efficient measures or to
correct the malpractices. Second, women resisted the difficulties and problems in
work life on the shopfloor and in daily life. Third, they did not remain fully under the
patriarchal social control. They did not mourn after their soldier husbands, and they
did not become totally dependent on the money they received from the state. They
remarried, changed jobs, or moved to other places for survival. Women’s everyday
struggles also included committing crimes such as theft, clandestine prostitution, tax
avoidance by hiding agricultural crops, or helping and even encouraging the
desertions. Fourth, as the war dragged on and their poverty and sufferings became
unbearable, many women showed their discontent in organized or spontaneous
strikes, anti-war demonstrations, or bread riots.

All of these actions and struggles of women gradually contributed to the
erosion of the legitimacy of the war governments. We know that their subjective

support to anti-war counter-propaganda and opposition movements in some
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countries, like Russia and Germany, played a role in the military defeats and
revolutions which were influential in ending the war. I think that women’s war
experience, both their contribution to war mobilization and their resistance to it,
created awareness about women’s social, economic, and political importance. This
awareness led many Western governments to recognize their suffrage rights at least

during the war period and in the inter-war era.
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CHAPTER THREE
THE OTTOMAN HOME FRONT:
AN OVERVIEW OF THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC IMPACT OF
WORLD WAR I
The Ottoman society went through very important changes with the war years and in
the following Armistice and National Struggle years. The war ended with the ruin of
the Ottoman Empire and the foundation of the Republican Turkey on 29 October
1923. For many men who were conscripted as late as 1922, World War I was only
some part of their more than one decade of military service from 1911 to 1922,
although it constituted the most difficult and bloodiest period. For their women and
many other civilians on the home front, World War I meant poverty, hunger, death,
the loss of their breadwinners or beloved ones, and upheaval in their lives far beyond
any expectations.

In order to understand the background against which the ordinary Turkish
women struggled, this chapter examines this unexpected impact of World War I and
the following years of the Armistice and of the Turkey’s Independence War on
Ottoman society. It argues that during World War I, the lower-income, poor and
disadvantaged civilians, particularly Muslim-Turkish women who had sent their men
to the front, experienced important economic and social problems. This impact had
much more powerful than the influence of the ideological mobilization and war
propaganda that tried to raise nationalist sentiments. While their male relatives were
fighting at the battleground, the struggle of the women with the high cost of living,
poverty and hunger were not less severe than that of the men. In this respect, the first
point this chapter emphasizes is the economic impact of the war on the home front.

This is followed with an overall examination of the social and demographic
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consequences of the military and civilian casualties. Finally, the impact of the
ideological mobilization and war propaganda on the civilians, especially on women,
is evaluated in order to see how the great number of women did not conform to

state’s mobilization attempts that sought the cooperation of women in the war effort.

Economic Impact of the War

One of the most immediate economic impacts of World War I on the Ottoman
Empire was the high cost of living and soaring inflation rates for basic consumption
goods. An important reason for this was the cessation of foreign trade because of the
war, which interrupted the import and export of many goods. Commercial relations
with other countries almost came to a halt. In addition, the Ottoman government
cancelled the capitulations system based on low tariff rates and pursued a high tariff
policy to support the national capital. This also, increasing the cost of imported
items, limited the import of many goods Ottoman consumers or producers had long
been consuming or using. The prices of Ottoman export goods also fell sharply

367 Before the war, most of the

within a few days after the eruption of the war.
external trade and a large part of the internal trade of the Ottoman Empire had been
done with sea transport. After the Allied powers blocked transport in the
Mediterranean Sea, the only means of the Ottoman war effort and trade was land
transport. Nevertheless, the Empire was not prepared to continue a long war and to
carry out an efficient transportation of goods with its insufficient railway lines, poor

roads and limited telegraph system.*®®

37 Ahmed Emin, T urkey in the World War, p. 110.
368 pamuk, “The Ottoman Economy in World War I,” pp. 115-116.

89



The cessation of external trade and slowdown in internal trade resulted in a
scarcity of food for Istanbul, which had relied on the flour imported from Romania,
Russia and Marseille before World War 1.**” Indeed, at the onset of the war, bringing
wheat from Anatolia to Istanbul was 75 percent more costly than importing it from
New York.”” According to Vedat Eldem, the decision makers had calculated that the
Ottoman Empire had enough food supplies for a war which could last up to six
months. However, because it had not been predicted that the war would continue for
years and the trade roads would be blocked, the Empire had had great difficulty in

371

supplying enough food items.””" Demand of food also increased due to the growing

need to provide food for a huge army. Other than the shortage of food, distribution of
it among different social groups created further problems.*”

At the beginning of the war, Istanbul, as the capital city dependent on
imported food items, was especially vulnerable to food shortages. Therefore, the war
governments had to first of all find a solution to the food problem of this city. Under
the leadership of the Unionist leader Kara Kemal, several methods ranging from
opening soup kitchens and food distributions were used to solve the food problem,

373

but all measures generally proved to be insufficient in relieving the problem.”’” In the

first year of the war, only Istanbul suffered from food shortages while most other
provinces were sufficiently supplied.”’* Nevertheless, in the following years of the

375

war the economic situation of the provinces got much worse.”” In most of the

provinces food provisioning was less organized and inefficient than it was in the
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capital city. Apart from the Arab regions such as northern Syria and Lebanon that
were hit by severe food shortages, the most severe hunger and food shortages
occurred in the provinces of eastern Anatolia. The main reason for this was that the
main economic activity in this region was not agriculture but animal husbandry. In
addition, this region was occupied by the Russian army during the war.’’® Again,
other parts of Anatolia suffered food scarcities.

Another economic impact of the war which caused shortages of food and of
basic consumption goods was economic recession. Production in many sectors had
stopped altogether, severing the ties between different sectors, which aggravated the

problem.*”’

The producers had difficulty finding credits and many imported semi-
finished and intermediate goods. This hit the industrial production. Furthermore, the
drop in production rates was largely due to the conscription which decreased the

industrial and agricultural workforce.*”®

Both conscription and the huge human loss
in battles deprived the economy of the labor force vital for the Ottoman economy,
which was based on labor-intensive production.

The decision-makers tried to solve the workforce problem just like in other
combatant countries, with the employment of larger number of women. This created
new opportunities, albeit with important restrictions and problems for women
workers in the cities, as will be discussed in Chapter Seven. Furthermore, because
women were concentrated as a labor force in sectors like textile and food processing,

which required quite low level of expertise and because they had low mobility in the

labor market due to their family obligations, women had limited employment
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options.’” Nevertheless, despite such efforts, the labor shortages in industry
continued until the end of the war. For instance, coal production was down by 40
percent in 1916 and by 75 percent in 1918. The overall decline in industrial
production was most probably between 30 and 50 percent.**

Agricultural production also dropped due to the war. The lack of
mechanization in Ottoman agricultural production aggravated the problem.
Especially the labor shortages due to the mobilization of men and the requisitions of
agricultural means such as draught animals by the army caused a sharp decrease in
agricultural production. The number of draught animals fell by more than one-half
and that of sheep and goats by about 40 percent by 1918. Compared to the 1913-14
levels, the decline in production of wheat was close to 40 percent (Table 1), while the
decline was more than 50 percent in exportable products such as tobacco, raisins,
hazelnuts, olive oil, raw silk and cotton by 1918.%%

The government strived to raise the production levels by introducing an
Agricultural Obligation Law (Miikellefiyyet-i Zirdiyye Kaniinu) in September 1916.
This law forced civilians, especially peasants above the age of 14, and some
associations and enterprises, to sow additional fields. Most of the peasants who were
forced to work in agriculture at the home front were women. The