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the adsorbent material needs to combine a high adsorption capacity with good desorption 

characteristics. Such combinations would considerably enhance the efficiency of the 

adsorbent and possibly allow its use in real life applications. To study the reversible 

adsorption of heavy metal ions onto the BPEI-GO foam, the composite is repeatedly 

immersed in the aqueous solutions of heavy metal ions and treated with 0.1 M solution 

of either ethylenediaminetetraacetic acid (EDTA) or nitric acid. The adsorbent is washed 

several times with MiliQ water, freeze-dried overnight and used as adsorbent in 

subsequent adsorption cycles. The adsorption experiments are then carried out by mixing 

BPEI-GO and Pb2+, Cd2+ and Cu2+ aqueous solutions at pH = 5. Noteworthy, the use of 

EDTA for regeneration of GO-based adsorbents has some drawbacks. While EDTA has 

a high affinity for metal ions, as reflected in its high complexation constants for Cu2+ 

(18.8), Pb2+ (18.1) and Cd2+ (16.5), it can also interact with GO through strong 

electrostatic forces and block its binding sites.40, 41 Such characteristics of EDTA may 

affect the reusability of BPEI-GO foam in the long term. As illustrated in nigure 3.9 high 

decrease in the adsorption capacity is monitored for GO-BPEI treated with EDTA. In 

particular, the adsorption capacity decreases over ten cycles by 28% for Cu, 55% for Pb 

and 72% for Cd ions. On the other hand, HNO3 treatment allows reaching high 

regeneration efficiency. The overall decrease in adsorption capacity is found smaller than 

in the EDTA treated foam, and it amounts to 45% for Cu, 20% for Pb and 33% for Cd 

ions. Noteworthy, the decrease in the adsorption capacity after tenth cycle is most likely 

related to the decrease in the number of BPEI-GO coordination pockets and therefore in 

the decrease of the binding sites after each regeneration step. As a consequence of the 

strong acidic environment the decomposition of BPEI-GO can take place, and in 

particular hydrolysis of amide bonds may occur.!U'!=.%!%58=&!'5.'!'5$#$!0%!.!"8%%0)070'*!
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In this chapter, we have developed a novel mesoporous silica - graphene oxide 

hybrid material (SiO2NH2-GO) operating as highly efficient and rapid adsorbent for 

removal of cationic organic dyes from water. The fabrication of such a three dimensional 

(3D) SiO2NH2-GO composite has been achieved via the condensation reaction between 

the amine units exposed on 3-aminopropyl-functionalized silica nanoparticles and the 

epoxy groups on GO's surface resulting in homogeneous powder with large specific 

surface area (405.5 m2 g-1) and high pore volume (0.714 cm3 g-1). As proof-of-concept, 

SiO2NH2-GO was used for the removal from water of archetypical dyes such as methylene 

blue (MB), rhodamine B (RhB) and methyl violet (MV) revealing outstanding maximum 

adsorption capacity towards these organic pollutants reaching 300, 358 and 178 mg g-1 

for MB, RhB and MV, respectively at pH 10. Moreover, the adsorption process exhibit 

that ~ 99.7 % of MB, RhB and MV have been removed and the equilibrium state has been 

reached in 3 min. The accurate studies of the adsorption isotherms as well as the kinetics 

of MB, RhB and MV from aqueous solution proved that the cationic dyes adsorb 

immediately, in accordance with Langmuir adsorption isotherm and pseudo-second order 

kinetics model. Finally, the composite was used in solid phase extraction (SPE) as column 

packing material, for continuous water purification from aforementioned organic dyes, 

thereby highlighting the great potential of SiO2NH2-GO for the large-scale removal of 

cationic dyes from aqueous solutions.
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To gain further insight into the adsorption process, the effect of pH was analyzed 

and FTIR spectra after adsorption were recorded. The effect of pH on the adsorption rate 

of MB, RhB and MV on the SiO2NH2-GO was examined at pH ranging from 2 to 12. The 

adsorption capacities with different pH are presented in nigure 4.10. At low pH conditions 

(pH=4) only approx. 20% for MB and RhB and less than 35% for MV of the initial dyes 
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were removed, with further increase in pH value the adsorption efficiency increases. MB, 

RhB and MV are cationic dyes, which were favorably adsorbed through electrostatic 

interactions with negatively charged functional groups on the surface of SiO2NH2-GO 

composite. Alongside, the planar structure of GO favours the presence of π-π interactions. 

In our case organic dyes can act as π-electron acceptors of residual π-electron rich regions 

of graphene oxide providing co-participation of π-π stacking in adsorption mechanism 

previously reported for graphene based nanostructures.58, 59 
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The development of novel materials for enhanced electrochemical energy storage 

applications, in particular for the fabrication of supercapacitors (SCs) displaying 

increased properties, is a milestone of both fundamental and technological relevance. 

Among nanostructured materials, polyoxometalates (POMs) combined with various 

carbon-based nanostructures represent a very promising class of hybrid systems for 

energy storage, yet, guidelines for their rational design and synthesis leading to high-

performance SCs is still lacking. In this chapter we will discuss the production of a novel 

hybrid architecture based on Keplerate type POM (Mo132) functionalized with 

dodecyltrimethylammonium bromide (DTAB), which upon mixing with 

electrochemically exfoliated graphene (EEG) nanosheets results in the formation of 

porous 3D superstructures. Mo132-DTAB-EEG combines the redox activity of POMs and 

high electrical conductivity of graphene, all synergically mediated by the surfactant-

assisted porosity enhancement, to form new electrode materials for SCs. Cyclic 

voltammetry and galvanostatic charge/discharge electrochemical studies revealed that the 

unique combination of these three components yields highly efficient energy storage 

materials. In particular, our highly porous hybrids system exhibits high specific 

capacitance of 65 F g-1 (93 F cm-3, 93 mF cm-2) combined with excellent stability (99% of 

specific capacitance retained) after 5000 charge/discharge cycles at different current 

densities, overall displaying significantly improved performance compared to pristine 

electrochemically exfoliated graphene material. High-resolution transmission electron 

microscopy analysis presented in this chapter was carried out in the collaboration with 

Dr. Luca Ortolani and Prof. Vittorio Morandi from CNR-IMM Bologna (Italy). SCs 

discussed in this chapter have been produced and analyzed under the supervision of Dr. 

Zhaoyang Liu from the Nanochemistry Lab (ISIS, Strasbourg). 
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this solution was subsequently added a large excess of DTAB -!

(8($9*7'#0M$'5*7.MM8&01M! )#8M0($ surfactant (6.5 g, 21 mmol) solubilized in 

chloroform (400 mL) under vigorous stirring during 3 hours at room temperature. After 

almost complete extraction of POM into the organic phase, the latter is separated by 

decantation and absolute ethanol (about 400 mL) is added, provoking the precipitation of 

the target compound as a black powder which was isolated by filtration, washed with 

ethanol and dried in air. S5$!8)'.0&$(!98M"7$2!E-8hYcVISFTH!5.%!.!95$M09.7!<8#M17.!8<!

EJKYEJKcHhh\EJKYHYHedE\KeHc¤-8hYclYrcEJKYJllHYdEKclHrc¥!2!edKcl!.%!($'$#M0&$(!

)*!$7$M$&'.7!.&.7*%0%Ccc!S8!4#.<'!'5$!-8hYcVISFT!M87$917$%!8&'8!'5$!%1#<.9$!8<!4#."5$&$!

EOOfHP! .&! .9$'8&$! Ehdd!M7H! %871'08&! 8&!-8hYcVISFT' Ehdd!M4H! =.%! .(($(! '8! I-n!

EhddM7H!%1%"$&%08&!8<!OOf!Ehdd!M4H!1&($#!R048#81%!%'0##0&4!.'!'5$!#88M!'$M"$#.'1#$!<8#!

hc!581#%C!F<'$#!.778=0&4!'5$!M02'1#$!'8!%'.&(!<8#!Y!581#%P!'5$!%871'08&!)$9.M$!9878#7$%%!

.&(! .! )7.9@! "#$90"0'.'$! =.%! <8#M$(!=5095! .7M8%'! 0&(09.'$%! '5.'! .77! '5$!-8hYcVISFT!

M87$917$%!=$#$!4#.<'$(!8&'8!%1#<.9$%!8<!4#."5$&$C!n0&.77*P!'5$!"#$90"0'.'$!=.%!0%87.'$(!)*!

<07'#.'08&P!.!M$M)#.&$!=0'5!.!"8#$!(0.M$'$#!8<!W!�MP!.&(!%1)%$v1$&'7*!=.%!=.%5$(!=0'5!

$'5.&87!.&(!.9$'8&$!%$R$#.7!'0M$%!.&(!(#0$(!0&!.0#C
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The supercapacitor working electrode was fabricated by mixing 80 wt% Mo132-

DTAB-EEG, 10 wt% carbon black and 10 wt% poly(tetrafluoroethylene) binder 

dispersed in water. After sufficient grinding the mixture in ethanol, the obtained paste 

was pressed onto a platinum mesh which served as current collector, followed by drying 

in a vacuum oven for 6 hours. Electrochemical measurements, including cyclic 

voltammetry, were performed with a PGSTAT204 instrument (Autolab). The 

electrochemical capacitive of Mo132-DTAB-EEG was evaluated in a three-electrode 

system, applying 1 M H2SO4 as electrolyte, platinum plate and Ag/AgCl (saturated KCl) 

as the counter and reference electrodes, respectively. The scan rates varied from 1 mV/s 

to 100 mV/s. The specific capacitance is normalized by the weight of Mo132-DTAB-EEG. 

The stability tests were performed at 100 mV/s for 5000 cycles. All electrochemical 

experiments were carried out at room temperature.
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Mo132  is a POM nanocapsule displaying an icosahedral symmetry and comprising 

over 500 atoms, being arguably one of the largest spherical POM ever produced.23 Since 

its first successful synthesis by M�ller,20 this building block attracted a great interest 

because of its structural and catalytic properties.24, 25 Hitherto, only one article reported 

on the use of Mo132 as composite component in metal oxide semiconductor 

photoelectrodes.26 This is surprising, especially given that the redox electronic properties 

of Mo132 and its inherent porous structure are key characteristics which makes it ideal 

component for the generation of efficient SC devices. This prompted us to focus on this 

species to construct novel, electronically active hybrid materials and ultimately prove that 

the Keplerate clusters are promising class of POMs that are worth further studies towards 

energy applications. Size of Mo132 POM allows one to utilize its inorganic core for the 

effective formation of large surfactant-encapsulated clusters (SECs), effectively leading 

to decoration of POM with notable number of surfactant molecules. We have thus 

demonstrated herein a facile protocol for the fabrication of Mo132-DTAB-EEG hybrid 

system, with dodecyltrimethylammonium bromide (DTAB) as the surfactant of choice. 

The role of the DTAB surfactant is crucial in the process of Mo132-DTAB-G formation, 

since DTAB molecules not only increase the strength of van der Waals interactions 

between the Mo132 and electrochemically exfoliated graphene, but also results in 

synergically increased porosity of the Mo132-DTAB-EEG and thus enhanced 

supercapacitive performance of the hybrid material. In theory it should be possible to 

screen a variety of different surfactants (surfs) to form a relevant family of Mo132-surf-

EEG hybrids, though it would be difficult to pre-determine which surfactant would be the 

most suitable for the electrochemical applications. Noteworthy, the influence of the 

surfactant on the morphology of obtained surfactant encapsulated clusters (SECs) is 

known phenomenon .&(!9817(!#$%17'!0&!'5$!%*&'5$%0%!8<!.%%$M)70$%!8<!(0<<$#$&'!"8#8%0'*P!8#!$R$&!

"#$971($!'5$!<8#M.'08&!8<!AOJ%!7$-!*$.14 We have performed such preliminary studies by 

using four different surfactants, i.e. DTAB- dodecyltrimethylammonium bromide, 
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DDAB - didodecyldimethylammonium bromide, DODA- dioctadecyldimethyl 

ammonium bromide, TODA - octadecyltrimethylammonium bromide, accounting for 

different number and length of employed organic chains. Certain synthetic problems were 

encountered that concern the phase purity and homogeneity of synthesized species with 

DDAB and DODA as the surfactant, which resulted in successful formation of two 

hybrids materials with one alkyl chain (Mo132-DTAB-EEG, Mo132-TODA-EEG). Initial 

electrochemical tests showed that Mo132-DTAB-EEG is far superior material than Mo132-

TODA-EEG, therefore the former one was used for further research. Mo132-DTAB-EEG 

hybrid material can be efficiently generated by exploiting a self-assembly protocol which 

relies on two different types of non-covalent interaction: (a) Mo132-DTAB system can be 

formed by using electrostatic interactions holding together the Keplerate POM Mo132 and 

the DTAB surfactant, and (b) the grafting of Mo132-DTAB onto the electrochemically 

exfoliated graphene nanosheets (EEG) via van der Waals type interactions. Noteworthy, 

the use of one-pot reaction, with all three components mixed together simultaneously, led 

to disordered structures; therefore, a two-step synthesis has been employed to guarantee 

homogenous dispersion of the component in the hybrid structure. 

S5$!M8#"58784*!.&(!'5$!95$M09.7!%'#19'1#$!8<!'5$!"#$".#$(!5*)#0(!M.'$#0.7!=.%!

98&<0#M$(!1%0&4!98M"#$5$&%0R$!.&.7*'09.7!M$'58(%!E$595!nSULP!SfFP!AO-P!KLVSO-P!

TOSHC! T8'5! 5045V#$%871'08&! '#.&%M0%%08&! $7$9'#8&! M09#8%98"*! EKLVSO-H! .&(! AO-!

'$95&0v1$%!0&(09.'$%!<1#'5$#!"#88<%!8<!'5$!%199$%%<17!(0%"$#%08&!8<!'5$!-8hYcVISFT!0&'8!

'5$! OOf! M.'#02C! KLVSO-! .&.7*%0%! "#8R$(! '5.'! '5$! %1#<.9$! 8<! '5$! $7$9'#895$M09.77*!

$2<870.'$(!4#."5$&$!%5$$'%!0%!98R$#$(!=0'5!YI!<$.'1#$%!8<!-8hYcVISFT!%1)%'#.'$!En041#$!

WCc.H!-8#$8R$#P!KLVSO-!95.#.9'$#0%'09!%58=$(!'5.'!"7$&'*!8<!-8hYcVISFT!M80$'0$%!.#$!

".#'0.77*!.##.&4$(!8&'8!'5$!%1#<.9$!8<!OOf!%5$$'%C!S5$!Bl-V%1#<.9'.&'!971%'$#%!8)%$#R$(!

.%!.!(.#@$#!#$408&%!=$#$!%".9$(!)*!.!(0%'.&9$!98&%0%'$&'!=0'5!'=8!%1#<.9'.&'%!1&0'!EcCq!

&MHP! .%! .7#$.(*! "#$%$&'$(! 0&! 8'5$#! Bl-! <1&9'08&.70?$(! M.'$#0.7%Ccr! -8#$8R$#P! AO-!

0M.4$! "#$%$&'%! '5.'! -8hYcVISFTVOOf! "8%%$%%! .! 50457*! "8#81%! .&(! 58M84$&81%!

%'#19'1#$!En041#$!WCc)HP!=5095!0%!R$#*!.""$.70&4!<8#!0&9#$.%0&4!'5$!$7$9'#8&!'#.&%"8#'!=507$!

"#$%$#R0&4!488(!08&09!98&(19'0R0'*C!
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1%0&4! '5$! "8#$V%0?$! (0%'#0)1'08&! .&.7*%0%! "#$%$&'$(! 0&! n041#$! WCY)! =5095! 98&<0#M!
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<1&9'08&.70?.'08&!=0'5!$7$9'#895$M09.77*!$2<870.'$(!4#."5$&$P!=5095! 0%! #$v10#$(!(1#0&4!
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Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy (nigure 5.4) revealed that the 

characteristic bands of Mo132 are found in spectra of Mo132-DTAB and Mo132-DTAB-EEG 

at 721, 798, 864 (Mo-O-Mo) and 979 cm-1 (Mo=O).22 Such result confirmed the structural 

integrity of polyoxometalate (Mo132) whose architecture is well retained in the hybrid 

structures (Mo132-DTAB and Mo132-DTAB-EEG).  

The chemical composition and thermal stability of the as-synthesized Mo132-

DTAB-EEG was firstly characterized by TGA and XRD, as shown in nigure 5.5. S5$!

-8hYcVISFTVOOf!91#R$!En041#$!WCW.H!(0%"7.*%!.!=$045'!78%%!8<C!9.C!q�!)$'=$$&!#88M!

'$M"$#.'1#$!.&(!hrd�JP!0&!.4#$$M$&'!=0'5!'5$!78%%!8<!'5$!%87R.'08&!=.'$#!M87$917$%!.&(!

'58%$!789.'$(!=0'50&!'5$!9.R0'*!8<!'5$!971%'$#C!A5.#"$#!M.%%!"$#9$&'.4$!(#8"!0%!M8&0'8#$(!

.#81&(!YWd�J!=5095!9.&!)$!.%%890.'$(!'8!'5$!($98M"8%0'08&!8<!'5$!ISFTC!oLI!"8=($#!

^LPM0,'sefe!.H!\0'#84$&!.(%8#"'08&V($%8#"'08&!91#R$%!<8#!f#."5$&$P!-8hYcP!-8hYcVISFT!.&(!-8hYcV

ISFTVOOf!%.M"7$%C!)H!!B8#$!R871M$!(Dy(I!"78'%!<8#!-8hYcP!-8hYcVISFT!.&(!-8hYcVISFTVOOf!

98M"8%0'$C'

^LPM0,'seue'nSVUL!%"$9'#.!8<!-8hYcP!-8hYcVISFT!.&(!-8hYcVISFTVOOf'
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.&.7*%0%!8<!-8hYcP!-8hYcVISFTP!ISFT!.&(!-8hYcVISFTVOOf!%*%'$M%!=.%!"$#<8#M$(!

'8! 98&<0#M! '5$! 0($&'0'*! 8<! '5$! M09#89#*%'.770&$! %.M"7$%P! 0&971(0&4! '5$0#! "5.%$! "1#0'*!

En041#$!WCW)HC! U&!4$&$#.7P! <7.''$&0&4!8<!oLI!%04&.7%! '5.'!98M$!<#8M!Bl-!.&(!ISFT!

%1#<.9'.&'!"#8R$! '5.'! '5$!M.'$#0.7! 0%!58M84$&81%7*!(0%"$#%$(! 0&! '5$!OOf!M.'#02C!S=8!

(0%'0&9'! )#8.(! "$.@%! 9$&'$#$(! .'! .! cª! .&47$! 8<! cYCq�! .&(! ehCY�! .""$.#$(P! =5095! .#$!

95.#.9'$#0%'09! 8<! 9.#)8&!M.'$#0.7%! .&(! %"$90<09.77*! 98##$%"8&(! '8! '5$! EddcH! .&(! EddhH!

"7.&$%! 8<! 4#."5$&$P! #$%"$9'0R$7*CYc! \8! "$.@! #$7.'$(! '8! '5$! 9#*%'.7! %'#19'1#$! 8<!-8hYcV

ISFT!8#! '5$! %87$!ISFT! 0%! 8)%$#R$(P!=5095! 50457045'%! '5$! .)%$&9$! 8<!-8hYcVISFT!

%1"$#%'#19'1#$%P!%5$5!.4478M$#.'$%!<8#M$(!;%'!%$7<V.%%$M)7*!8<!&$.'!-8hYcVISFT!971%'$#%C!

Such evidences demonstrated that Mo132-DTAB clusters are uniformly distributed over 

graphene nanosheets, thus yielding the desired product.33 
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Figure 5.6. XPS spectra of Mo132-DTAB-EEG: (a) wide range survey, and high-resolution (b)Mo 3d, (c) 

C1s and (d) N1s.
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In summary, we have demonstrated for the first time that the Keplerate type 

polyoxometalate Mo132 can be used to tailor novel Mo132-DTAB-EEG hybrids as electrode 

materials for supercapacitors. The hybrid material was generated by exploiting of a simple 

two-step synthetic methodology which relies on the use of DTAB to form the surfactant 

encapsulated cluster Mo132-DTAB, which, via van der Waals interaction with the 

electrochemically exfoliated graphene, forms a Mo132-DTAB-EEG composite displaying 

synergically increased porosity and thus enhanced supercapacitive performance. The 

novel porous material exhibits significantly higher specific, volumetric and surface 

capacitance parameters compared to the non-functionalized graphene in the acidic 

aqueous solution (1M H2SO4), 0-1 V potential window followed by excellent 

electrochemical cycling stability (99% of specific capacitance retained) after 5000 

charge/discharge cycles. This work enriches the current family of POM-based carbon 

composites and provides a solid evidence that polyoxometalates of other chemical 

composition than Keggin or Wells-Dawson. The greater degree of functionalization that 

can be achieved when using Keplerate type polyoxometalate enables better tuning of a 

variety of physico-chemical properties of the hybrid system towards the emergence of a 

new generation of high performing multifunctional supercapacitors possessing enhanced 

stability.
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