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SUMMARY

Mantle cell lymphoma is an aggressive B cell malignancy with poor prognosis.
More than 90% of MCL cases are associated with a recurrent chromosomal
translocation t(11;14) that results in the overexpression of cyclin D1 (CCND1), a
potent cell-cycle regulator. Nevertheless, CCND1 overexpression alone does
not lead to malignancies in animal models. Thus, the development of MCL
should be triggered by additional factors, which may guide the development
of new therapies once discovered.

A chromosomal translocation can trigger large-scale changes in the 3D
genome organization, as well as the transcriptional and epigenetic changes in
the translocated loci. Here we demonstrated that the translocated CCND1
locus on derivative chr14 is relocated to the nuclear center in MCL cells. This is
accompanied by the appearance of a new super-enhancer (SE) inside this
locus. Surprisingly, the region around the novel SE was not significantly
enriched for the genes overexpressed in MCL. Instead, most of the
differentially expressed genes were located on chr19 in both the MCL cell lines
and the B cells from MCL patients. Among these genes, there were many
related to lymphoma or other cancers. Using HiC, we detected the presence of
an interchromosomal contact between chr11 and chr19, which was further
confirmed by 3D-FISH. The contact colocalized with the active RNApolII and
formed predominantly with the derivative CCND1 locus.

We hypothesize that the deregulated chr19 genes contribute to the MCL
oncogenesis, and their upregulation is at least partially explained by the action
of an MCL-specific SE inside the CCND1 locus. Thus, inhibiting super-enhancer
activity may represent a new treatment strategy for MCL. We tested two
substances with such properties, Abemaciclib and Minnelide, in MCL cell lines
and the B cells from MCL patients. Minnelide had a strong inhibitory effect on
the chromatin landscape of MCL cells, including the novel SE, and was
effective against mantle cell lymphoma cells in vitro and in vivo. Our results
provide valuable preclinical data and novel insights into the mechanisms of
MCL pathogenesis.

Keywords: MCL, chromosomal translocations, 3D genome, epigenome.
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SYNTHÈSE

Le lymphome à cellules du manteau (LM) est une tumeur maligne agressive
des cellules B, caractérisée par un pronostic défavorable. Plus de 90 % des cas
de LM sont associés à une translocation chromosomique récurrente t(11;14),
entraînant la surexpression de la cycline D1 (CCND1), un puissant régulateur
du cycle cellulaire. Néanmoins, la surexpression de la CCND1 seule ne suffit
pas à provoquer des tumeurs malignes dans les modèles animaux. Par
conséquent, le développement du LM doit être déclenché par d'autres
facteurs, dont la découverte pourrait orienter le développement de nouvelles
thérapies.

Une translocation chromosomique peut entraîner des modifications à grande
échelle de l'organisation 3D du génome, ainsi que des changements
transcriptionnels et épigénétiques dans les loci transloqués. Nous avons
démontré que le locus CCND1 transloqué sur le chromosome 14 dérivé se
déplace vers le centre nucléaire dans les cellules de LM. Cela s'accompagne de
l'apparition d'un nouveau super-enhancer (SE) à l'intérieur de ce locus. De
manière surprenante, la région autour du nouveau SE n'était pas
significativement enrichie en gènes surexprimés dans les cellules de LM. En
revanche, la plupart des gènes surexprimés étaient situés sur le chromosome
19, aussi bien dans les lignées cellulaires de LM que dans les cellules B de
patients atteints de LM. Parmi ces gènes, nombreux sont ceux liés au
lymphome ou à d'autres cancers. En utilisant la technique Hi-C, nous avons
détecté la présence d'un contact interchromosomique entre les chromosomes
11 et 19, confirmé par 3D-FISH. Ce contact se colocalise avec l'ARN polymérase
II active et se forme principalement avec le locus CCND1 dérivé.

Nous émettons l'hypothèse que les gènes dérégulés sur le chr19 contribuent à
l'oncogenèse du LM et que leur régulation est influencée par l'action d'un SE
spécifique au LM à l'intérieur du locus CCND1. Ainsi, l'inhibition de l'activité de
ce SE pourrait représenter une nouvelle stratégie thérapeutique pour le LM.
Nous avons testé deux substances présentant de telles propriétés,
l'Abemaciclib et le Minnelide, sur des lignées cellulaires de LM et sur les
cellules B de patients atteints de LM. Le Minnelide a montré un fort effet
inhibiteur sur la chromatine des cellules de LM, y compris sur le nouveau SE,
et s'est révélé efficace contre les cellules de lymphome à cellules du manteau
in vitro et in vivo. Nos résultats fournissent des données précliniques
importantes et offrent de nouvelles perspectives sur les mécanismes de la
pathogenèse du LM.

Mots-clés : Lymphome à cellules du manteau, translocations
chromosomiques, génome 3D, épigénome.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1. Mantle Cell Lymphoma
Mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) is a rare and aggressive form of non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma characterized by the abnormal proliferation of mature B lymphocytes in
the mantle zone of a lymph node. MCL comprises 3-10% of adult NHLs (Jain & Wang
2019; Teras et al. 2016) and is usually diagnosed at an advanced Ann Arbor stage (III,
IV) with generalized lymphadenopathy, splenomegaly and symptomatic extra-nodal
involvement (Bosch et al. 1998; Teras et al. 2016). The median age of diagnosis is 68
years old with a 1.6-3/1 male to female ratio in different populations (Leux et al.
2014; Velders et al. 1996). Despite significant advances in treatment and diagnosis,
the survival rate for this malignancy is still poor, especially for the relapsed cases
(Bhatt et al. 2016), and a limited progress has been made recently in deciphering the
mechanisms underlying the disease. Below, I attempt to systematize the existing
information on the pathogenic mechanisms and treatment modalities of mantle cell
lymphoma and draw the perspectives for future treatments development.

1.1.1. Epidemiology
MCL has an annual incidence around one case per 200 000 people (Teras et al. 2016),
comprising around 3-10% of adult-onset non-Hodgkin's lymphomas. The median age
at diagnosis is 68 years old (range 18-85 years) (Abrahamsson et al. 2014; Dreyling et
al. 2024; Fu et al. 2017; Leux et al. 2014; Velders et al. 1996) with the incidence
increasing with age (Fu et al. 2017; Lee et al. 2017). Males are more frequently
affected with a 1.6-3/1 male to female ratio in different populations (Leux et al. 2014;
Velders et al. 1996). The incidence rates also vary depending on ethnicity and the
geographic region. Non-hispanic whites are most frequently affected (Wang & Ma
2014) and the reported rates are higher in Western ((Abrahamsson et al. 2014;
Epperla et al. 2018; Fu et al. 2017)) compared to Asian (Lee et al. 2017; Meng et al.
2018) countries. Median overall survival ranges from 28.8 (years 2004-2017; Europe)
to 52.0 months (years 1999-2013; US) (Yang et al. 2019). Although the MCL prognosis
has dramatically improved during the last decades, especially for the younger
patients, MCL is still considered not curable with standard therapies, highlighting the
need for further related research.

1.1.2. Mechanisms/pathophysiology
1.1.2.1. Cellular origins of the tumor
The major genetic hallmark of MCL is the translocation of the CCND1 gene to the
immunoglobulin (IG) genes locus (Campo et al. 2022). More than 95% of the tumors
bear the t(11;14)(q13;q32) translocation that juxtaposes the CCND1 gene at 11q13 to
the immunoglobulin heavy chain complex (IGH) at chromosome 14q32 (Li et al. 1999;
Vandenberghe et al. 1991). In rare cases, tumors with the MCL phenotype lack
t(11;14), but present the rearrangements involving other combinations of CCND1,
CCND2 (12p13) or CCND3 (6p21) with the IGH, IGK (2p11) or IGL (22q11) loci. In any
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case, the translocation is considered an initial oncogenic event driving subsequent
transformation.

The translocation is thought to occur predominantly at the pro-B stage of B cell
differentiation, during the V(D)J recombination of the IGH variable region (IGHV) in
the bone marrow, as most of the IG breaks have evidence of being mediated by RAG
enzymes (Hummel et al. 1994; Kienle et al. 2003; Küppers et al. 1999; Nadeu et al.
2020) (Figure 1). Furthermore, spatial proximity between the CCND1 and IGH loci, a
prerequisite for a chromosomal translocation, was observed in pro/pre B-cells and
not in mature B cells (Sklyar et al. 2016). Nevertheless, the tumor consists of mature
B cells that already express BCR and have passed the antigen-dependent negative
selection, suggesting that the full neoplastic potential post-translocation is reached
at a later stage of B cell differentiation and is probably dependent on the lymph
node microenvironment, where the tumor starts to develop. As evident from its
name, mantle cells lymphoma arises from the B cells residing in the mantle zone - an
outer rim of the lymph node follicle consisting of naive B lymphocytes that are
pushed away to the outer edge of the follicle following the appearance and growth
of the germinal center (GC). In the germinal center, mature antigen-activated B cells
undergo somatic hypermutation of their assembled variable regions of IgH and IgL
genes to increase the BCR affinity to the encountered antigen. Most (>90%) of mantle
cell lymphomas have their IGHV genes non-hypermutated and express IgM/IgD and
CD5, typical for naive B cells. Nevertheless, with an increase in testing sensitivity, up
to 36% of cases classified as MCLs are found to have significant levels of IGHV
hypermutation (Navarro et al. 2012), suggesting a more complex subtype repertoire
of the tumor-founding cells, with some tumors likely influenced by the
antigen-driven selection. Additionally, around 10% of MCL tumors express
stereotype BCR (identical BCR clonotypes between different patients) (Messmer et al.
2004; Stamatopoulos et al. 2007). Such stereotypity generally implies some kind of
antigen-driven selection during the clonogenic expansion of the founding tumor
cells. Some B cell populations with characteristics intermediate between that of
naive and germinal center B cells were also proposed to be the normal counterparts
of MCL cells. These may include a specific (IgD+CD38−CD23−FSChiCD71+) population
discovered in tonsils (Kolar et al. 2007) with modest somatic hypermutations and the
expression of AID, an enzyme critical for somatic hypermutation and class-switch
recombination (Muramatsu et al. 2000). Consistently, in rare MCL cases the t(11;14)
translocation breakpoint has characteristics of AID involvement (Nadeu et al. 2020),
suggesting its origin in the already mature cells during the class switch
recombination. All together, the data indicate that the founding mantle cell
lymphoma cells are likely heterogenous from case to case and cover a spectrum of
cells ranging from completely naive to GC-influenced to antigen-stimulated B
lymphocytes.
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Figure 1. MCL oncogenesis alongside B cell differentiation.

1.1.2.2. Subtypes of MCL
In the ICC/WHO 2022 update of lymphoid malignancies, MCL was subdivided in two
distinct categories: nodal, or conventional, MCL (cMCL) and non-nodal MCL (nnMCL),
manifesting in a leukemic form (Alaggio et al. 2022; Campo et al. 2022). Conventional
MCL is much more frequent representing 80-90% of the cases. It typically bears no or
minimal IGHV hypermutations (Hummel et al. 1994; Del Giudice et al. 2012),
suggesting the origin from naive B cells, and has a high genomic instability with a
tendency to accumulate additional genomic aberrations overtime. Expression of
SOX11, one of the MCL markers, is another feature distinguishing the conventional
MCL from its non-nodal form. In contrast, nnMCL develops from the cells with
already mutated IGHV (Orchard et al. 2003; Del Giudice et al. 2012; Royo et al. 2012),
does not express SOX11 and rarely acquires additional chromosomal aberrations.

Clinically, conventional MCL tends to be aggressive. Patients with cMCL typically
present with nonlocalized, palpable lymphadenopathy. Other symptoms include
fever, weight loss, fatigue, night sweats and splenomegaly-related discomfort
(Argatoff et al. 1997). Approximately 25% of the patients may have bulky
lymphadenopathy with the tumor masses >= 10cm in the largest diameter. Lactate
dehydrogenase levels are elevated in around half of the cases. At the time of
diagnosis, the tumor is typically widespread, with more than 80% of the patients
diagnosed at Ann Harbour stages III-IV. Extranodal involvement, especially that
involving the gastrointestinal tract, spleen and bone marrow, is common. Some
cases are present with leukemic involvement, which is generally associated with bad
prognosis (Ferrer et al. 2007).

Non-nodal MCL is rare and usually presents with splenomegaly, without
lymphadenopathy or systemic symptoms. Some patients may have slowly
progressing, non-bulky adenopathy (Nodit et al. 2003; Thieblemont et al. 2008).
nnMCL is often indolent and may be observed without immediate treatment. It can,
however, progress into symptomatic forms requiring intervention overtime.
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The WHO-HAEM5 currently distinguishes the third rare MCL “subtype”, in situ mantle
cell neoplasm (ISMCN), which represents colonization of the mantle zones of
lymphoid follicles with the B cells carrying the IG::CCND1 fusion (Alaggio et al. 2022).
ISMCN is characterized by an indolent course (Carvajal-Cuenca et al. 2012) and is
typically an incidental finding. The risk of progression of ISMCN to overt MCL is
typically low (<10%) (Swerdlow et al. 2016).

Histologically, MCL is presented in three major variants: classical, blastoid and
pleomorphic (Figure 2) (Alaggio et al. 2022). Classical MCL consists of monomorphic
small to medium-sized lymphocytes with scant cytoplasm, irregular nuclei,
condensed chromatin and poor-distinguishable nucleoli. Blastoid tumors are also
characterized by the proliferation of homogenous lymphocytes with scant
cytoplasm, irregular nuclei and inconspicuous nucleoli, but the cells tend to be
medium-sized and have finely dispersed chromatin appearance. Finally, pleomorphic
tumors are composed of heterogeneous atypical cells with irregular nuclei, vesicular
chromatin and distinct nucleoli. Blastoid and pleomorphic tumors are associated
with complex karyotypes, higher proliferation rates and aggressive clinical courses
(Sarkozy et al. 2014; Dreyling, Klapper, and Rule 2018). Thus, blastoid or pleomorphic
cytomorphology is a biomarker of high-risk MCL (Alaggio et al. 2022).

Figure 2. MCL histological variants.
(reproduced from PMID: 23023712)

1.1.2.3. CCND1 expression and cell cycle deregulation in MCL
The juxtaposition of the CCND1 gene to the IGH gene locus post t(11;14) translocation
brings CCND1 into a relative proximity of a highly-active IGH enhancer, leading to
constitutive CCND1 overexpression. CCND1 encodes for the Cyclin D1 protein. In
healthy mature B cells, its expression is low (Gladkikh et al. 2010; Lam et al. 2010)
and is likely present only upon growth stimulation (Scharer et al. 2018). Together
with its two homologues, Cyclin D2 and Cyclin D3, it regulates the G1 to S transition
during the cell cycle (Figure 3). In the absence of stimuli, this transition is blocked by
the retinoblastoma protein (pRb), which binds the E2F transcription factors essential
for the DNA synthesis. Entry to the S phase requires subsequent activation of cyclin
dependent kinases (CDKs) 4/6 and 2, which are activated by binding to Cyclin D and
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Cyclin E, respectively. Upon Cyclin D binding, CDK4 phosphorylates and partially
inactivates pRB, causing the release of the pRb-bound E2F factors that activate the
expression of pro-proliferative genes, including CCNE1 and 2 (encoding for Cyclins E).
Cyclin E activates CDK2, which further hyperphosphorylates the Rb causing the full
E2F release.

Figure 3. Cell cycle deregulation in MCL.

Constitutive CCND1 overexpression in MCL leads to an increased concentration of
activated Cyclin D1 - CDK4/6 complexes, possibly resulting in accelerated pRb
phosphorylation (Figure 3). Excessive Cyclin D1 - CDK4/6 complexes may also
sequester the cyclin-dependent kinase inhibitors (CDKI) p27 and p21, which bind
cyclin-CDK complexes to prevent their activation. Indeed, in MCL cells most of the
p27 protein was shown to be sequestered by Cyclin D1-CDK4/6 as demonstrated by
exhaustive immunoprecipitation (Quintanilla-Martinez et al. 2003). All these
potentially facilitate cell cycle progression following CCND1 upregulation
post-translocation. A direct relationship between the expression of CCND1 and
proliferation signature genes was demonstrated in MCL (Rosenwald et al. 2003).
Nevertheless, contradictory results were obtained concerning the correlation
between CCND1 expression and the positivity for the proliferation marker Ki-67 in
different tumors, with some studies confirming the association (Kurozumi et al.
2019; Shevra, Ghosh, and Kumar 2015; Ortiz et al. 2017) and others showing no or
negative correlation between CCND1 presence and Ki-67 index (Shoker et al. 2001;
Oyama et al. 1998; Tut et al. 2001; Kodet 2009). Another study found no evidence of
early cell cycle phases shortening in 18 MCL biopsy specimens (Vogt et al. 2015). This
is in line with the fact that the CCND1 overexpression is not enough for the
oncogenic transformation. Transgenic mice with the CCND1 overexpression alone do
not develop tumors and have a quasi-normal phenotype (Lovec et al. 1994; Bodrug
et al. 1994). Moreover, t(11;14)-positive B cells can sometimes be detected in the
peripheral blood of healthy individuals (Lecluse et al. 2009), suggesting that
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additional factors should be present to onset the hyper-proliferation and oncogenic
transformation of MCL cell.

A number of events acquired in the course of tumor evolution may contribute to
MCL cell cycle deregulation independent of CCND1 overexpression. These are mostly
chromosomal aberrations or mutations involving relevant genes. In 3-20% of the
cases an additional CDK4 gene copy may be acquired due to 12q (Sıĺvia Beà et al.
1999; Hernández et al. 2005; Au et al. 2002; Wlodarska et al. 1999) or whole
chromosome 12 (Au et al. 2002; Wlodarska et al. 1999) gains. Loss of a copy of the
CDKN2A gene due to 9p21 deletion (Salaverria et al. 2007; Au et al. 2002) or
chromosome 9 loss (Salaverria et al. 2007; Au et al. 2002; Wlodarska et al. 1999)
occurs in 5-19% of MCL cases (see Table 1). CDKN2A encodes for a CDK4/6 inhibitor
protein p16 (INK4A) and an alternate reading frame protein p14 (ARF). Reduced p16
concentration weakens the inhibition of the CCND-CDK4/6 complexes, leading to
more consistent pRb phosphorylation. p14 protein interacts and sequesters the E3
ubiquitin-protein ligase MDM2, responsible for the degradation of the p53
tumor-suppressor protein, which arrests the cell cycle on DNA damage recognition.
p14 loss thus contributes to reduced p53 stability. p53 itself is also frequently lost
(8-46% of the cases) (Salaverria et al. 2007; Au et al. 2002; Streich et al. 2020;
Malarikova et al. 2020) or mutated (8-34% of the cases) (Ferrero et al. 2020; Jeong et
al. 2020; Malarikova et al. 2020; T. Greiner et al. 1996; The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017) in MCL. Most of the works report inactivating (P. Yang et al.
2018; Ferrero et al. 2020) missense or nonsense TP53 mutations (P. Yang et al. 2018;
Ferrero et al. 2020; Jeong et al. 2020), though TP53 was also shown to be
overexpressed in mutated vs wild-type TP53 in one study (T. Greiner et al. 1996) and
is found overexpressed in many MCL tumors independent of the mutation status
(Aukema et al. 2018). In any case, TP53 mutations or overexpression are significant
prognostic factors for reduced overall survival (P. Yang et al. 2018; Ferrero et al.
2020; Jeong et al. 2020; Malarikova et al. 2020; T. Greiner et al. 1996; Delfau-Larue et
al. 2015; Eskelund et al. 2017). The same is true for the tumors with the CDKN2A
deletion (Delfau-Larue et al. 2015; Gaudio et al. 2023) or CDK4 amplification
(Hernández et al. 2005). All three alterations were correlated with an increased
proliferation phenotype as assessed by Ki-67 staining (Hernández et al. 2005) and
were especially prevalent in the aggressive blastoid MCL variants (Derby et al. 2010;
Streich et al. 2020; Hernández et al. 2005). In 3-43% of MCLs (see Table 1), 13q14
deletion leads to a copy loss and reduced expression of the inhibitor of growth
tumor suppressor ING1 (Hartmann et al. 2010). ING1 interacts with p53 preventing
its degradation and promoting activation of p21 by p53. It can also activate p21
independently of p53, in a complex with miSin3a, thus negatively regulating the cell
cycle (Archambeau, Blondel, and Pedeux 2019).

Less frequent alterations include the amplifications of BMI1 gene, encoding for a
repressor of CDKIs p16 and p19 (Sıĺvia Beà et al. 1999) and inactivating intragenic
deletions of RB1 gene encoding for the Rb protein (Pinyol et al. 2007). MYC oncogene
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rearrangements or amplifications can be found in some aggressive advanced stage
cases (Choe et al. 2016; Z. Hu et al. 2017; Sıĺvia Beà et al. 1999). In one study with 110
MCL cases, p27 protein levels were shown to be reduced in MCL due to increased
proteasomal degradation by the ubiquitin proteasome pathway (Chiarle et al. 2000).

All together, cell cycle is frequently deregulated in MCL favoring increased tumor
proliferation. Proliferation gene expression signature is a strong survival predictor in
MCL (Rosenwald et al. 2003) and multiple MCL treatment strategies are targeted at
cell cycle inhibition (see Management). Nevertheless, it is by far not the only
oncogenic hallmark of MCL tumors.

1.1.2.4. Genomic instability in MCL
T(11;14)(q13;q32) translocation, or, in rare cases, other translocations involving the
cyclin D and IGH genes (see above), are considered to be the initial oncogenic event
in MCL. Nonetheless, MCL, specifically its conventional form, has one of the highest
rates of genomic instabillity among B-cell malignancies. More than 90% of mantle cell
lymphomas accumulate additional genomic aberrations overtime, with losses being
slightly more common than gains (Wlodarska et al. 1999; Au et al. 2002; Salaverria et
al. 2007). Chromothripsis and chromoplexia occur occasionally in both the
conventional and non-nodal MCL, while recombination via breakage-fusion-bridge
(BFB) cycles seems to be unique to cMCL (Nadeu et al. 2020). High number of copy
number variations, structural variations, the presence of BFB or chromothripsis all
confer a poor prognosis in terms of overall survival (Nadeu et al. 2020). Most of the
secondary aberrations in MCL are not highly recurrent, though the structural
variation breaks tend to occur in open chromatin regions, such as promoters,
enhancers and transcription-elongation-associated chromatin (Nadeu et al. 2020).
Common heterozygous/homozygous losses and gains, as well as single genes most
frequently mutated in MCL are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Common genetic alterations in MCL

Losses

Location % (number of patients) Relevant genes inside

13q 37% (46) (Yi et al. 2022);
13q14 - 23% (19)
13q33-q34 - 33% (27) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
13q14–q34 - 43% (33), 13q11–q13 - 18%
(14) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
13q12-14 (6) - (43%),
13q31-33 (6) - (43%) (Schraders et al. 2005);
27% (21) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
6% (13) (Au et al. 2002);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies (any site): 30%

IRS2, DIS3, BRCA2, ERCC5,
FLT3, CUL4A, ING1, RB1
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1p21–p32 29% (36) (Yi et al. 2022);
1p21-p23 - 29% (24)
1p32 - 6% (5) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
51% (39) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
47% (36) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
50% (7) (Schraders et al. 2005);
11% (24) (Au et al. 2002);
10% (4) (Wlodarska et al. 1999);
24% (11) (Beà et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 26%

BCL10, CDKN2C

11q21-23 28% (34) (Yi et al. 2022);
30% (23) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
50% (38) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
57% (8) (Schraders et al. 2005);
11% (23) (Au et al. 2002);
8% (3) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 24%

ATM, SDHD, BIRC3, KMT2A,
MRE11,

17p 35% (43) (Yi et al. 2022);
13% (9) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
8% (17) (Au et al. 2002);
46% (6) (Streich et al. 2020);
32% (36) (Malarikova et al. 2020);
23% (18) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
16% (7) (Beà et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 21%

TP53

8p21-pter 22% (27) (Yi et al. 2022);
14% (11) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
21% (16) (Hartmann et al. 2010).
Across all studies: 19%

PPP2R2A

9p21-(24)pter 38% (47) (Yi et al. 2022);
21% (17) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
19% (15) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
27% (21) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
5% (10) (Au et al. 2002);
16% (7) (Beà et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 19%

CDKN2A, JAK2

6q21-(25)qter 11% (14) (Yi et al. 2022);
22% (16) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
36% (5) (Schraders et al. 2005);
21% (16) (Hartmann et al. 2010);
19% (40) (Au et al. 2002);
15% (6) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 18%

ARID1B, HDAC2
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6q15–q21 11% (13) (Yi et al. 2022);
27% (22) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
18% (13) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999);
27% (12) (Beà et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 18%

HDAC2

9q21-qter 9q22-q31 - 18% (15) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
21% (16) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 17%

ABL1, FANCC, NUP214

10p15-p13 15% (12) (Nadeu et al. 2020); KLF6

19p 15% (12) (Nadeu et al. 2020); KEAP1, SMARCA4, CDKN2D

-13 13% (27) (Au et al. 2002);
28% (11) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
44% (20) (Beà et al. 1999);
27% (21) (Hartmann et al. 2010).
Across all studies: 21%

IRS2, DIS3, FLT3, CUL4A,
ING1

-9 5% (4) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
8% (18) (Au et al. 2002);
13% (5) (Wlodarska et al. 1999);
13% (17) (Yi et al. 2022).
Across all studies: 9%

CDKN2A, ABL1, FANCC,
NOTCH1, FANCC, FANCG,
JAK2, NUP214, SMARCA2,
FBXO10, TOR1B

-Y 10% (21) (Au et al. 2002);
15% (6) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 11%

CRLF2

-14 6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
18% (7) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 8%

FANCM, MLH3, PARP2,
RAD51B

-15 6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
8% (3) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 6%

FANCI, RAD51, PML

-20 6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
5% (2) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 6%

SAMHD1, ASXL1

-21 6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 6%

RUNX1

-18 6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999);

BCL2
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Across all studies: 6%

Gains

3q 3q21-29 - 38% (47) (Yi et al. 2022);
3q25-q29 - 43% (35) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
3q21-qter - 32% (25) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
6% (12) (Au et al. 2002);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999);
49% (18) (Beà et al. 1999);
31% (24) (Hartmann et al. 2010).
Across all studies: 26%

ATR, BCL6, MECOM, MLF1,
POLQ, RPN1

8q21-qter 20% (25) (Yi et al. 2022);
8q24 - 15% (12) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
13% (10) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
22% (10) (Beà et al. 1999);
13% (10) (Hartmann et al. 2010).
Across all studies: 17%

UBR5, MYC, NBN, RUNX1N1

7p 15% (12) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
13% (10) (Hartmann et al. 2010).
Across all studies: 14%

IGF2BP3

18q21–q(22)2
3

11% (13) (Yi et al. 2022);
13% (11) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
10% (8) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
18% (8) (Beà et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 12%

BCL2

15q21-qter 11% (13) (Yi et al. 2022);
13% (10) (Salaverria et al. 2007);
5% (2) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 11%

FANCI

10p12 11% (9) (Nadeu et al. 2020). BMI1

13q31 10% (8) (Nadeu et al. 2020). MIR17HG

11q 11% (13) (Yi et al. 2022);
6% (13) (Au et al. 2002);
15% (6) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 9%

FGF19, FGF4, FGF3, CHEK1,
KMT2A

12q 14% (17) (Yi et al. 2022);
20% (9) (Beà et al. 1999);
6% (4) (Hernández et al. 2005)
4% (9) (Au et al. 2002);
8% (3) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 8%

CDK4, ARID2, MDM2
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+3 6% (13) (Au et al. 2002);
10% (4) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 7%

ROBO1, BAP1, BCL6,
FANCD2, MECOM, MLF1,
MLH1, MYD88, RPN1

+12 4% (9) (Au et al. 2002);
3% (1) (Wlodarska et al. 1999).
Across all studies: 4%

CDK4, ARID2, MDM2

Mutated genes (excluding cases of losses and gains)

Gene name % (number of patients) Description

ATM 59% (24) (Jain et al. 2023);
32% (8) (Karolová et al. 2023);
34% (42) (Yi et al. 2022);
48% (39) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
42% (78) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
34% (18) (Jeong et al. 2020);
37.5% (6) (Yang et al. 2018);
18% (3) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
42% (24) (Zhang et al. 2014);
42% (69) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
41% (12) (Beà et al. 2013);
58% (7) (Schaffner et al. 2000).
Average: 41%

mainly truncating or
missense mutations
involving the PI-3K domain
(Camacho et al. 2002; Jeong
et al. 2020; Karolová et al.
2023; Khodadoust et al.
2017); associated with lack
of protein expression
(Camacho et al. 2002) and
inferior survival in TP53-WT
cases (Koff et al. 2022).

TP53 41% (17) (Jain et al. 2023);
48% (12) (Karolová et al. 2023);
31% (38) (Yi et al. 2022);
26% (21) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
21% (15) (Rodrigues et al. 2020);
8% (15) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
17% (9) (Jeong et al. 2020);
38% (43) (Malarikova et al. 2020);
31% (5) (Yang et al. 2018);
41% (7) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
26% (46) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
19% (11) (Zhang et al. 2014);
15% (8) (Greiner et al. 1996).
Average: 24%

mainly missense or
nonsense mutations
(Greiner et al. 1996; Jeong
et al. 2020; Ferrero et al.
2020; Rodrigues et al. 2020;
Karolová et al. 2023;
Khodadoust et al. 2017;
Jain et al. 2023) associated
with poor prognosis
(Greiner et al. 1996; Jeong
et al. 2020; Ferrero et al.
2020; Rodrigues et al. 2020;
Karolová et al. 2023;
Khodadoust et al. 2017;
Jain et al. 2023).

KMT2D 15% (6) (Jain et al. 2023);
28% (7) (Karolová et al. 2023);
23% (19) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
12% (23) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
32% (17) (Jeong et al. 2020);
18% (33) (The AACR Project GENIE

missense, frameshift and
nonsense mutations (Jeong
et al. 2020; Karolová et al.
2023; Jain et al. 2023);
associated with poor
clinical outcome (Ferrero et
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Consortium et al. 2017).
Average: 18%

al. 2020).

CCND1 15% (6) (Jain et al. 2023);
20% (5) (Karolová et al. 2023);
44% (36) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
12% (15) (Yi et al. 2022);
12% (22) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
19% (3) (Yang et al. 2018);
29% (5) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
13% (24) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
14% (9) (Zhang et al. 2014);
35% (10) (Beà et al. 2013).
Average: 18%

deletions or point
mutations leading to
truncation of the
destabilization elements in
the 3’UTR of the transcript
and expression of the
truncated protein with
longer half-life (Wiestner et
al. 2007; Nadeu et al.
2020);
mutations in exon 1 (Beà et
al. 2013) leading to
increased protein stability
(Mohanty et al. 2016);
missense mutations (Zhang
et al. 2014; Karolová et al.
2023; Jain et al. 2023).

WHSC1 15% (29) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
31% (5) (Yang et al. 2018);
12% (2) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
10% (18) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
10% (13) (Beà et al. 2013);
7% (4) (Zhang et al. 2014).
Average: 12%

missense mutations
(Ferrero et al. 2020; Zhang
et al. 2014; Khodadoust et
al. 2017); correlate with
poor prognosis (Yang et al.
2018)

SP140 20% (5) (Karolová et al. 2023);
8% (10) (Yi et al. 2022);
13% (11) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
12% (2) (Khodadoust et al. 2017).
Average: 11%

mainly nonsense and
frameshift mutations
(Karolová et al. 2023;
Khodadoust et al. 2017)
resulting in a truncated
protein form; associated
with inferior survival (Yi et
al. 2022).

SMARCA4 15% (6) (Jain et al. 2023);
12% (3) (Karolová et al. 2023);
7% (9) (Yi et al. 2022);
9% (7) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
12% (2) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
9% (16) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
12.5% (7) (Zhang et al. 2014).
Average: 10%

mainly missense (Zhang et
al. 2014; Yi et al. 2022;
Karolová et al. 2023;
Khodadoust et al. 2017) ;
predictor of poor
progression-free survival
(Yi et al. 2022).
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BIRC3 7% (3) (Jain et al. 2023);
22% (18) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
5% (6) (Yi et al. 2022);
6% (11) (Ferrero et al. 2020);
12% (22) (The AACR Project GENIE
Consortium et al. 2017);
9% (5) (Zhang et al. 2014);
6% (11) (Beà et al. 2013).
Average: 9%

truncating or missense
mutations in the zinc finger
ring domain (Ferrero et al.
2020); frameshift
mutations (Yi et al. 2022;
Jain et al. 2023).

NOTCH1 12% (5) (Jain et al. 2023);
12% (3) (Karolová et al. 2023);
7% (9) (Yi et al. 2022);
5% (4) (Nadeu et al. 2020);
12% (13) (Kridel et al. 2012);
12% (2) (Khodadoust et al. 2017);
5% (9) (The AACR Project GENIE Consortium
et al. 2017);
14% (8) (Zhang et al. 2014);
5% (8) (Beà et al. 2013);
8% (14) (Ferrero et al. 2020).
Average: 8%

mainly truncating
mutations in the C-terminal
domain; frameshift
mutations (Yi et al. 2022);
associated with shorter
overall patient survival
(Kridel et al. 2012; Ferrero
et al. 2020; Beà et al. 2013).

*As not all studies provide the precise genomic locations of gains and deletions
and those locations also vary across patients, as an approximation, the total percentages
for losses and gains are calculated for the smallest deleted/gained region common for all
the described gains/losses. For example, the total percentage for the 13q loss takes into
account both the 13q14 and the 13q33-q34 losses, as well as the general reports of the
del(13q) without further specifications. When available, more precise loss/gain locations
are specified for the particular studies cited in the table.

Increased genomic instability is likely related to the alterations in the key DNA
damage response genes, ATM and TP53, which are the two most frequently deleted
and/or mutated genes in MCL (see Table 1). ATM is a serine/threonine kinase
recruited to the sites of double strand breaks (DSBs) where it phosphorilates the key
proteins initiating the DNA damage response (J.-H. Lee and Paull 2021). It is mutated
predominantly in cMCL (Nadeu et al. 2020). ATM-mutant cells have impaired DNA
double strand break repair and impaired apoptosis (Weston et al. 2010). In mouse
models, ATM deficiency leads to persistent DNA damage, increased rate of
chromosomal aberrations and development of lymphomas (Y et al. 2017; Yamamoto
et al. 2012; Hathcock et al. 2015; Y. Xu et al. 1996). WGS studies of MCL tumors also
show that MCL cells with mutated ATM have decreased telomere length (Nadeu et al.
2020), which may facilitate genomic aberrations via breakage-fusion-bridge cycles.
Accordingly, MCLs with ATM inactivation bear more chromosomal imbalances than
MCLs with the wild-type gene, while bi-allelic ATM alterations are further associated
with frequent extranodal involvement (Camacho et al. 2002). Occasionally, ATM
mutations are present in the germline of MCL patients (Fang et al. 2003; Nadeu et al.
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2020), suggesting a possible genetic predisposition. Importantly, throughout normal
B cell differentiation, ATM is weakly expressed or absent in the bone marrow and
germinal center B lymphocytes, while the highest ATM levels are present in the B
lymphocytes of the mantle zone and in plasma cells (Starczynski et al. 2003).

Nevertheless, the direct role of ATM in MCL pathogenesis is debatable. Although very
frequent, ATM loss was not correlated with the overall survival of MCL patients (T. C.
Greiner et al. 2006). In another study, the correlation of ATM deficiency with inferior
survival was observed in the sub-group of patients with the wild-type P53, but not in
the group with mutated P53, while P53 mutation was a negative survival predictor
either alone or in combination with mutated ATM (Koff et al. 2022). This likely
suggests that p53 serves as a converging hub for both aberrations, as it is one of the
main DNA-damage response proteins activated by ATM phosphorylation.

p53 is involved in both double- (DSB) and single- (SSB) strand break responses
(Figure 4), acting as a DNA damage sensor during the G1/S and G2/M checkpoints.
Depending on the nature of the damage, DNA damage signaling coordinated by ATM
(DSB) or ATR (SSB) produces a spectrum of p53 post-translational modifications
(mainly phosphorylation), which tailor the appropriate and proportional p53
activation. Activated p53 relocates to the nucleus and induces transcription of genes
involved in repair and cell cycle arrest, which allows the cell to repair the damage
before replicating or enter apoptosis in case of failure. TP53 is thus one of the major
tumor suppressors and also the most commonly mutated gene across all human
cancers (Levine 2020). TP53 knockout mice develop early spontaneous tumors,
predominantly T cell lymphomas (Donehower et al. 1992; Dudgeon et al. 2014;
Palanichamy et al. 2023), while the mice with specific TP53 deletion in the B cell
lineage exhibit a spectrum of phenotypes ranging from marginal zone expansion to
marginal zone lymphoma to diffuse large/mixed B-cell lymphomas of the spleen
(Palanichamy et al. 2023). In almost half of Mantle cell lymphoma cases TP53 is either
lost or bears a missense, nonsense or frameshift mutation compromising the p53
protein function (see Table 1). In MCL, TP53 alteration is a secondary mutation,
though its high frequency and the survival advantage it confers to the bearing cells
(D. H. Kim et al. 2024) suggests it might be an early event in the oncogenesis of
TP53-altered MCL tumors. TP53 alterations in MCL are associated with poor
prognosis (T. Greiner et al. 1996; E et al. 2019; Ferrero et al. 2020; Jeong et al. 2020;
Rodrigues, Hassan, et al. 2020; Scheubeck et al. 2023; Elhassadi et al. 2021),
aggressive clinical course (Eskelund et al. 2017) and blastoid morphology (Eskelund
et al. 2017; Derby et al. 2010), and identify younger mantle cell lymphoma patients
who do not benefit from intensive chemoimmunotherapy (Eskelund et al. 2017). Of
note, non-loss TP53 mutations frequently translate into elevated p53 protein levels in
immunohistochemistry studies (Rodrigues, Hassan, et al. 2020), though the
overexpressed p53 is likely dysfunctional; thus, p53 overexpression is an equally
significant criteria for patient inclusion into a high-risk group (Alaggio et al. 2022).
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Figure 4. Impaired DNA damage response in MCL.

Other proteins of the DNA damage pathway are rarely altered in MCL. Decreased
expression of checkpoint kinases CHK2 and CHK1, acting downstream of ATM and
ATR (Figure 4), was reported in occasional aggressive cases (F. Tort et al. 2005;
Frederic Tort et al. 2002; Nadeu et al. 2020). Moreover, similarly to ATM1, CHK2
mutations were sometimes observed in the germline of the MCL patients (Hangaishi
et al. 2002; Frederic Tort et al. 2002), though not systematically.

Interestingly, overexpressed CCND1 was proposed to counterbalance the high rates
of genomic instability in MCL helping to maintain the pool of viable tumor cells (S.
Mohanty et al. 2013). CCND1 depletion exhibited a toxic effect on MCL
xenotransplants and was associated with the DNA damage manifested by increased
histone H2AX phosphorylation (S. Mohanty et al. 2017). Moreover, CCND1 silencing
rended MCL cells more sensitive to conventional chemotherapeutic agents (Tiemann
et al. 2011) and replication inhibitors which induce DNA damage through relocation
stress (S. Mohanty et al. 2017).

1.1.2.5. SOX11 expression
SOX11 is another specific marker of MCL. Its nuclear expression is detected in almost
all MCL cases except for the non-nodal forms and unequivocally distinguishes
conventional MCLs from benign lymphoid tissues (Ek et al. 2008; Mozos et al. 2009).
SOX11 staining is equally valuable for differential MCL diagnostics: nuclear SOX11 is
absent in chronic lymphocytic leukemia and diffuse large B cell lymphoma, most
frequently confused with MCL, as well as in many other lymphoid neoplasms,
including follicular lymphoma, marginal zone lymphoma, and primary bone marrow
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lymphoma (Mozos et al. 2009); up to 50% of Burkitt lymphomas (Dictor et al. 2009;
Mozos et al. 2009), most B and T-lymphoblastic leukemia/lymphomas and some
hairy cell leukemias (Dictor et al. 2009) can be SOX11-positive, but those tumors are
usually not mistaken for MCL. Importantly, nuclear SOX11 is also detected in
CCND1-negative MCLs (Mozos et al. 2009), which further increases its diagnostic
value.

SOX11 is a neurogenic transcription factor mainly known for promoting neural fate,
neural differentiation, and neuron maturation in the developing nervous system,
together with the two other SOXC family transcription factors, SOX4 and SOX12 (Uy
et al. 2015; Tsang, Oliemuller, and Howard 2020). It is equally reported to have a
broader function as a general regulator of progenitor and stem cells behavior; at
varying levels, SOX11 expression is present in non-neural embryonic tissues,
including the epithelium and the mesenchyme of lung, gut, pancreas and mammary
glands (Dy et al. 2008). In adult tissues, SOX11 is normally silent, while its ectopic
expression is associated with cancer and genetic disorders (Tsang, Oliemuller, and
Howard 2020). Although SOX11 is normally not detected in the cells of the
lymphocyte ontogeny at any developmental stage, it is highly homological to SOX4,
which is crucial for B lymphopoiesis (Sun et al. 2009) and pro-B cells survival in
particular (Sun et al. 2013). The specificity of the Sox proteins’ DNA-binding domain is
low by itself and is thought to be achieved through protein partners and
post-translational modifications (reviewed in (Bernard and Harley 2010)); thus SOX11
likely gains some functional properties similar to that of SOX4 when ectopically
expressed in the B cell context. Functional redundancy of SOX4 and SOX11 has been
demonstrated in multiple processes, e.g. spinal cord development (Thein et al. 2010),
retina development (Jiang et al. 2013) and wound repair (Miao et al. 2019).
Interestingly, the t(11;14) translocation is thought to occur in the pro-B cell stage
(Hummel et al. 1994; Küppers et al. 1999; Kienle et al. 2003; Nadeu et al. 2020), the
critical period of SOX4 expression (Sun et al. 2013).

In mantle cell lymphoma, SOX11 likely blocks the tumor cells in the mature B-cell
stage, preventing their terminal differentiation. It directly upregulates PAX5, a
transcription factor committing lymphoid progenitors to the B-lymphocyte lineage
(Cobaleda, Jochum, and Busslinger 2007) and driving the transition to the mature
B-lymphocyte stage afterwards (Hill et al. 2020). Pax5 loss in B cells promotes plasma
cell differentiation (Nera et al. 2006). Similarly, SOX11 silencing in MCL cells produces
a shift from the mature B cell expression signature to that of early plasmacytic
differentiation, although it is not sufficient to induce a complete plasma cell
phenotype (Vegliante et al. 2013). Accordingly, plasmacytic differentiation is not
characteristic for mantle cell lymphoma, while the occasional MCL cases with focal
areas of plasma cell presence tend to be SOX11-negative (Ribera-Cortada et al.
2015). SOX11 also represses the expression of BCL6 through direct binding to the
regulatory region within its intron 1 sequence (J. Palomero et al. 2016). BCL6 is a
transcription factor critical for the germinal center formation. It prevents premature
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activation and differentiation of GC B cells allowing for their proliferation, and also
promotes B cell tolerance to DNA breaks required for somatic hypermutation (Basso
and Dalla-Favera 2012). BCL6 downregulation by SOX11 likely blocks the entrance of
the t(11;14) B cell to the GC, preventing SHM and further differentiation stages. This
is in line with the non-mutated IGHV status of most MCL tumors (Pighi et al. 2013).
Consistently, low or absent SOX11 expression is also more generally characteristic
for the rare subset of MCL tumors with mutated IGHV (Yi et al. 2022). Finally, SOX11
may contribute to MCL oncogenicity by stimulating tumor angiogenesis. It directly
upregulates the proangiogenic platelet-derived growth factor A (PDGFA), which was
shown to be secreted by MCL cells in vitro promoting endothelial cell proliferation,
migration and tube formation (Jara Palomero et al. 2014). SOX11+ MCL tumors
overexpress angiogenic gene signature, including PDGFA (Jara Palomero et al. 2014),
and present higher microvascular development (Petrakis et al. 2019; Annese et al.
2020), which contributes to their aggressive phenotype.

Paradoxically, SOX11 seems to decrease tumor proliferation in MCL (Gustavsson et
al. 2010; R. Yang et al. 2020; Conrotto et al. 2011) as well as in gastric and prostate
cancer, glioma and nasopharyngeal carcinoma (Hide et al. 2009; Song Zhang, Li, and
Gao 2013; X. Xu et al. 2015; Pugongchai, Bychkov, and Sampatanukul 2017). This may
be partially due to the suppression of the WNT/ β-Catenin pathway, as in MCL cells,
SOX11 was shown to directly upregulate the expression of NLK, a negative
WNT-signaling regulator, and downregulate the expression of SMAD3, a protein
protecting β-catenin from ubiquitin-proteasome-dependent degradation (P.-Y. Kuo
et al. 2015). Other proliferation-related effects of SOX11 have been deduced in
several overexpression/knockdown experiments. Knock-down of lipid storage
regulating protein HIG2, another direct transcriptional target of SOX11 (Xiao Wang et
al. 2010; Kuci et al. 2016), reciprocally reduced SOX11 expression and increased
cellular proliferation in MCL cells (Kuci et al. 2016). Forced overexpression of SOX11
in MCL cells led to the upregulation of the cell cycle suppressing CDKN2A locus and
transforming growth factor-β (TGF-β), which blocks the progression through the G1
phase (Gustavsson et al. 2010), while SOX11 knock down resulted in more aggressive
tumor growth in vivo and increased ATX expression (Conrotto et al. 2011). ATX
encodes for autotaxin, a secreted lysophospholipase D which produces
lysophosphatidic acid (LPA), a lipid mediator stimulating multiple cellular processes,
including the G0/G1- to S-phase transition (Jones and Kazlauskas 2001). All together,
experimental results argue that SOX11 should rather restrict MCL growth and its
pathogenic effect, if any, should be mediated otherwise. Accordingly, most clinical
studies associate SOX11 positivity with better patient outcome. Two studies involving
53 (Xiao Wang et al. 2008) and 127 (Nordström et al. 2014) patients reported the
absence of nuclear SOX11 to be associated with shorter overall survival; in another
study of 186 patients, SOX11 negativity was equally associated with reduced overall
survival, as well as higher frequency of lymphocytosis, elevated lactate
dehydrogenase (LDH) level and p53 positivity (Nygren et al. 2012). Finally, in the
largest study available up to date (365 patients), patients with low SOX11 expression
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also had shorter OS, though time to treatment failure (TTF) was not affected
(Aukema et al. 2018). On the other hand, one study has reported contradicting data,
associating SOX11 expression with shorter overall survival (Fernàndez et al. 2010).
An attempt to resolve this controversy has come from a recent study, which
demonstrated that SOX11 inhibited tumor proliferation via CD43 dependent manner
(R. Yang et al. 2020). While both CD43 and SOX11 positivity were separately
associated with low Ki-67 index, only double positive SOX11+ CD43+ and single
positive CD43+ cases had a significantly improved overall survival in a 37 patients
cohort. Whether this finding will enhance the clinical significance of SOX11 as a
prognostic indicator remains to be established.

Figure 5. SOX11 expression in MCL oncogenesis.

As SOX11 gene is not targeted by any genetic alteration in MCL (Nadeu et al. 2020), it
is impossible to infer the precise time point of its deregulation from the clonal
studies of developed tumors. Nevertheless, the high rate of SOX11-positivity (90% of
total cases) implies that it should be a relatively early event in the evolution of
conventional MCL. This is partially confirmed by the single-cell studies, which reveal
that most of the SOX11-expressing MCL B cells are positive for IgM (90.5%) and
negative for IgD (82.2%) (Valentin Hansen et al. 2021), which is characteristic for
immature B lymphocytes of the bone marrow. In serial biopsies of the lymph nodes
of MCL patients, SOX11 is already detected in yet indolent in situ MCL cells
(Carvajal-Cuenca et al. 2012). Moreover, IGHV genes of the SOX11+ positive tumors
are almost always non mutated. It is thus tempting to speculate that SOX11
deregulation occurs at the immature B lymphocyte stage, and the subsequent PAX5
upregulation drives the acquisition of the mature B cell phenotype by the majority of
the tumor cells (Figure 5).

The reasons for SOX11 upregulation in MCL are equally elusive. SOX11 expression is
epigenetically controlled. SOX11 promoter is hypomethylated in both healthy
hematopoietic system and SOX11-positive lymphoid neoplasms (Vegliante et al.
2011; Wasik et al. 2013), but in healthy cells, it is heavily silenced due to the presence
of inactivating histone marks H3K9me2 and H3K27me3 (Vegliante et al. 2011); this
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silencing can be reversed by a histone deacetylase inhibitor, but not a
methyltransferase inhibitor (Vegliante et al. 2011).

In contrast, in lymphoid neoplasms that express SOX11 (MCL, a subset of B-ALLs, a
subset of BLs), its promoter is marked by the activating histone modifications
H3K9/14Ac and H3K4me3 (Vegliante et al. 2011). SOX11 expression is also influenced
by a distal super-enhancer located 624-653 Kb downstream of the gene (Queirós et
al. 2016). This enhancer region is hypomethylated only in SOX11+ MCL cases and
presents high contact frequencies with the SOX11 gene in a bi-allelic fashion (Queirós
et al. 2016; Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2022). Although this interaction is not translated into
a large-scale disruption of topologically associated domains (TADs) in the region,
there is a significant increase in the density of 3D interactions within the existing TAD
in SOX11+ MCL cells (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2022).

In summary, while SOX11 stands out as one of the most specific markers for MCL,
there is limited understanding regarding the reasons and timing of its upregulation.
Moreover, its role in MCL progression is controversial, as it promotes certain
aggressive clinical characteristics while also constraining tumor proliferation. Further
investigation is necessary to shed light on the consequences of SOX11 expression in
MCL pathology and the clinical relevance of SOX11 as a prognostic and stratification
marker.

1.1.2.6. B cell receptor signaling
B cell receptor (BCR), a transmembrane receptor on the B cell surface, is crucial for
normal B cell development and adaptive immunity. The survival of pre-B cells is
highly dependent on the presence of a functional pre-BCR, while B cell maturation
relies on the selection of the B cells with the functional non-autoreactive BCRs
(Figure 1). Upon recognition of a specific antigen, mature B cells receive strong
proliferation signals and differentiate into antibody-secreting plasma cells or
memory cells. In malignant cells, BCR signaling functions in a manner similar to that
of a healthy B cell at a corresponding differentiation stage, and is usually co-opted to
promote cell survival and proliferation.

Normally, BCR generates two types of signal: an antigen-independent continuous
signal of low strength, known as ‘tonic’, required for cell maintenance and survival,
and an antigen-dependent ‘activated’ signal inducing intense proliferation and
differentiation. All BCR signal transduction is mediated through the heterodimer of
Igα and Igβ proteins (CD79A and CD79B) that is non-covalently associated with the
membrane part of the BCR (Figure 6). The cytoplasmic tails of Igα and Igβ contain
immunoreceptor tyrosine-based activation motifs (ITAMs), that can be activated
through phosphorylation by SRC-family protein tyrosine kinases (SFKs) - LYN, FYN
and BLK (Saijo et al. 2003), LYN kinase being the most highly expressed in B cells
(Yamanashi et al. 1991). Upon antigen binding, LYN phosphorylates the ITAMs of Igα
and Igβ. In the absence of the antigen, transient ITAMs phosphorylation is still
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possible due to the sensitive balance between the constitutively active PTKs and
protein-tyrosine phosphatases (‘tonic’ signaling). Phosphorylated ITAMs become the
docking site for the spleen tyrosine kinase (SYK), which is then activated by local
SRC-family kinases and by autophosphorylation (Rowley et al. 1995). Activated SYK
recruits B cell linker protein (BLNK), which coordinates the activation of
phospholipase Cy2 (PLCy2) and Bruton tyrosine kinase (BTK) (Baba et al. 2001).
Recruited BTK, also phosphorylated directly by LYN (Baba et al. 2001),
phosphorylates PLCy2 on its Y753 and Y759 residues, significantly boosting its lipase
activity (Y. J. Kim et al. 2004). Active PLCy2 catalyzes
phosphatidylinositol-4,5-bisphosphate (PIP2) hydrolysis into diacylglycerol (DAG) and
inositol trisphosphate (IP3), the latter inducing the influx of calcium into the cell.
Together with increased calcium levels, DAG activates protein kinase C (PKC)
isoforms that phosphorylate multiple downstream substances, leading to the
activation of NF-κB and RAS-MAPK-ERC pathways, both contributing to the survival
and proliferation of mature B cells. LYN also phosphorylates the positive
BCR-coreceptor CD19, that recruits phosphoinositide 3-kinase (PI3K) generating
phosphatidylinositol-3,4,5-trisphosphate (PIP3) from PIP2. PIP3 acts as a second
messenger to recruit the serine/threonine protein kinase AKT and BTK to the plasma
membrane via their pleckstrin homology (PH) domains. AKT signaling fosters cell
survival and growth, while BTK recruited to the membrane further amplifies the BCR
signaling through extended PLCy2 phosphorylation. BCR activation is
counterbalanced by the negative B-cell coreceptors CD5 and CD22, that contain the
immunoreceptor tyrosine-based inhibitory motifs (ITIMs) or ITIM-like sequences (in
case of CD5). ITIMs recruit cytosolic phosphatases, such as tyrosine phosphatase
SHP1 and the inositol phosphatases SHIP1 and SHIP2, that attenuate the signaling
through ITAMs and PI3K respectively.

Figure 6. Abnormal BCR signaling in MCL.
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Mutations in the elements of the BCR signaling pathway are not common for MCL.
Still, phosphoproteomics studies identify B-cell receptor signaling as the most
activated pathway in MCL cell lines (Pighi et al. 2011). Many BCR-pathway kinases,
including SYK, LYN, BTK and PKCδ, were found among the most represented
phospho-peptides in MCL cells (Pighi et al. 2011). Compared to the PBMCs from
healthy donors, B cells from MCL patients demonstrated highly potentiated
α-BCR–induced signaling, elevated basal levels of p-AKT, p-SYK, p-PLCγ (Myklebust et
al. 2017) and p-BTK (Ma et al. 2014). Blastoid MCL variants were also reported to
have constitutive PI3K-dependent phosphorylation of Akt (Rudelius et al. 2006), and
elevated association of the active PKCβ with the plasma membrane was reported for
leukemic MCL (Boyd et al. 2009). Highly active BCR signaling was directly correlated
with increased tumor proliferation (Ki67 index and the expression of proliferation
signature genes) and was a strong predictor for poor OS after cytotoxic therapy
(Saba et al. 2016). High basal levels of particular members of the BCR pathway,
p-AKT, p-ERK and p-p38 MAPK, were also significantly associated with shorter OS of
MCL patients independent of their MIPI index (Myklebust et al. 2017).

Importantly, increased activation of the BCR pathway in MCL seems to be dependent
on the lymph-node microenvironment, at least in a large subset of cases. Within the
same patients, BCR and Nf-Kb gene signatures were expressed at higher levels in the
lymph-node biopsies compared to the peripheral blood in 59% (10/17) of samples
(Saba et al. 2016). Some data also suggest the implication of SOX11 in the BCR
signaling upregulation in MCL. In transgenic mice, B-cell-specific overexpression of
SOX11 promoted clonal B cell expansion and augmented the signaling through the
BCR pathway, specifically by increasing the baseline levels of phosphorylated BTK
and PLCγ, and the levels of phosphorylated BTK, PLC, ERK1/2, p38, and MAPKAP2
upon IgM stimulation (Pei-Yu Kuo et al. 2018). In ChIP-seq and ChIP studies, SOX11
was shown to bind upstream of the MIR17HG locus (P.-Y. Kuo et al. 2015;
Kawaji-Kanayama et al. 2023), encoding for the Mir-17-92 microRNA cluster
overexpressed in MCL (Navarro et al. 2013; Kawaji-Kanayama et al. 2023) and other
lymphoproliferative disorders (Dal Bo et al. 2015). Mir-17-92 inhibitors reduced the
cellular response to the BCR-stimulation and decreased the levels of activated SYK,
BTK, and AKT, suggesting the presence of miRNA-mediated activation of the BCR
pathway by SOX11 (Kawaji-Kanayama et al. 2023). Finally, although MCL is generally
thought to arise from the antigen-naive B cells, one can not completely exclude the
pathogenic role of antigen in the abnormal BCR activation and related cellular
proliferation of MCL cells. Around 10% of MCL tumors express stereotype BCR
(identical BCR clonotypes between different patients) (Messmer et al. 2004;
Stamatopoulos et al. 2007), suggesting the cell expansion was triggered by a specific
antigen. While it has not been clearly demonstrated for MCL tumors, the pathological
role of antigens, in particular autoantigens, such as apoptotic cell proteins or
structural elements of the immunoglobulin heavy chain, have been shown for other
lymphomas, notably CLL (Catera et al. 2008; Chu et al. 2010; Minden et al. 2012) and
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DLBCL (Young et al. 2015). Further research might shed light on the origins of the
BCR stereotipity and its interplay with the abnormal BCR pathway activation in MCL.

Extensive attempts have been taken to target the elements of the BCR pathway for
treatment purposes. Several inhibitors of Syk, Akt and PI3K induced
dose/time-dependent apoptosis in MCL cell lines in vitro (Pighi et al. 2011; Rinaldi et
al. 2006; Rudelius et al. 2006; Dal Col et al. 2008). Nevertheless, not all of them
proved equally successful in clinical trials. In a phase 1/2 trial, a Syk inhibitor
fostamatinib exhibited some effect only in 1 out of 9 MCL patients (Friedberg et al.
2010), while PI3Kδ inhibitor idealisib achieved the overall response rate of 40%
(16/40 patients), with the complete response in only 2 out of 40 patients (5%) (Kahl et
al. 2014). A recent study demonstrated that MCL lymph nodes expressed high levels
of PI3Kγ isoform compared to other lymphomas (Till et al. 2023). A dual PI3K-δ and
PI3K-γ inhibitor duvelisib might offer a favorable efficacy in MCL patients (Z. Wang et
al. 2023).

A breakthrough came along with an accidental discovery of the effectiveness of the
BTK inhibition against MCL tumors, first demonstrated in a phase I clinical trial in
NHL patients (Advani et al. 2013). The effect was subsequently confirmed in a
disease-specific phase II trial, where a BTK inhibitor ibrutinib showed a response rate
of 68% (75 MCL patients), including 21% of patients with complete response (M. L.
Wang et al. 2013). The mechanisms of ibrutinib action are likely multiаfaceted. As
expected, ibrutinib prohibited the phosphorylation of BTK and downstream signaling
proteins PLCγ2, MAP kinases ERK, JNK and AKT following the stimulation of MCL cells
by anti-IgM and CXCL12/13 chemokines (Chang et al. 2013). Interestingly though,
only the inhibition of ERK and AKT, but not the BTK phosphorylation per se correlated
with the cellular response to ibrutinib in MCL cell lines and primarily tumors (Ma et
al. 2014). In another in-vitro study, ibrutinib induced concentration-dependent
apoptosis and decreased the levels of anti-apoptotic Bcl-2, Bcl-xL and Mcl-1 proteins
(Cinar et al. 2013). Furthermore, ibrutinibe likely disrupts the homing of the MCL cells
in the lymphoid tissues and promotes the egress of MCL cells into peripheral blood,
where they die devoid of the survival signals and microenvironment protection
(Chang et al. 2013). This is supported by the clinical observation that ibrutinib
induces transient escalation of the absolute lymphocyte count (ALC) due to an
increase in circulating MCL cells shortly after treatment (Chang et al. 2013). These
cells have decreased Ki67 and pERK proliferation markers and decreased surface
expression of CXCR4, a chemokine receptor critical for B cell homing and
chemotaxis. As opposed to disease progression, the ALC increase following ibrutinib
treatment is accompanied by a substantial tumor volume and lymphadenopathy
reduction (Chang et al. 2013). In co-culture experiments, ibrutinib blocked the
migration of MCL cells beneath stromal cells and suppressed the stromal
cell-induced chemokine and cytokine secretion, which further proved the importance
of BTK-signaling for the migration and adhesion of MCL cells (Chang et al. 2013).
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In summary, potentiated BCR pathway is one of the key factors sustaining cell
survival and proliferation in MCL, similarly to other lymphomas. Heightened BCR
signaling correlates with aggressive tumor behavior and poor prognosis (Gambino et
al. 2024). All this, together with the therapeutic success of the BTK inhibitors,
highlights the potential of targeting the components of the BCR pathway for MCL
treatment, motivating further research on the BCR axis in the MCL context.

1.1.2.7. Epigenetic deregulation and genome architecture
Gene expression profiles of MCL tumors are highly correlated with the
epigenetically-defined regions of open chromatin observed in naive mature B cells (J.
Zhang et al. 2014), suggesting that MCL cells are epigenetically similar to their
presumed normal counterparts. In terms of the 3D-genome architecture, MCLs also
resemble naive B lymphocytes (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021). Nevertheless, multiple
evidence suggests that MCL cells acquire a number of tumor-specific epigenetic and
3D-genome features.

The t(11;14) translocation was shown to affect the radial positioning of the derivative
chromosome 14 in the 3D nuclear space by bringing the der14 closer to the nuclear
center and the nucleoli (Allinne et al. 2014). Such relocalization may translate into
affected chromatin state of the translocated loci, as the center of the nucleus is
generally enriched with active chromatin compartments (Chen et al. 2018; Su et al.
2020; Mota et al. 2022). Indeed, the euchromatic marker H3K9Ac was elevated
around the t(11;14) breakpoint as compared to the average genome acetylation level
(Markozashvili et al. 2016). Consistently, the region spanning the most frequent
translocation breakpoints on chr11 is decorated with the H3K4me1 enhancer marks
in normal naive and memory cells, but not the germinal cells, and those marks tend
to extend following the translocation in MCL (Nadeu et al. 2020), suggesting that the
t(4;10) translocation may foster the development of novel enhancers or promoters.
The gain of activating regulatory marks in MCL has also been observed genomewide.
27% of stably active (A), inactive (B) or intermediate (I) chromatin compartments
present during normal B cell differentiation were shown to change their state in
mantle cell lymphoma cells, with the tendency (57%) towards compartment
activation (B to I or I to A transitions) (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021). The newly activated
compartments were enriched for the active chromatin functional states (e.g. active
enhancers and promoters) and exhibited an increase in accessibility and
transcription. Interestingly, the gain in compartment activity was not restricted to
der14; instead, it was most frequently observed on chromosomes 2, 10, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16, 19 and 20 (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021). Significant changes in the 3D genome
structure were also observed between the conventional and non-nodal MCL
subtypes. In particular, cMCL was characterized by de novo gains of A and I
compartments in the 6.1 Mb region around the SOX11 locus, consistent with the
SOX11-positive status of most cMCL tumors. Apart from SOX11, 43% of the genes in
this region were overexpressed in cMCL vs nnMCL in at least one MCL cohort
(Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021).
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Several works explored the mechanisms of epigenetic gene repression in the context
of MCL. EZH2, a key component of the polycomb repressive complex 2, was shown
to be overexpressed in proliferating MCL cell lines (Visser et al. 2001; Demosthenous
et al. 2020), while the negative regulator of EZH2, miR-26A1, was found uniformly
silenced in the MCL patient samples (Kopparapu et al. 2016). EZH2 was proposed to
contribute to mantle cell lymphoma growth by depositing the repressive H3K27me3
histone marks on the CDKN2B promoter (Demosthenous et al. 2020). One study also
established the role of EZH2 in the silencing of the HOX genes in MCL (Kanduri et al.
2013), although without a clear link with the MCL pathogenesis.
DNA-hypermethylation of CDKN2A, encoding for the CDK4/6 inhibitor p16, was
detected in 82% of the MCL samples, though the links with the gene expression or
patient prognosis were not investigated (Chim et al. 2007). Five other genes, SOX9,
HOXA9, AHR, NR2F2, and ROBO, were also found frequently methylated in MCL, and
the hypermethylation of two or more of these genes was associated with aggressive
clinicopathological features and shorter patient survival (Enjuanes et al. 2011).
Nonetheless, it is unclear whether this association reveals a direct causal
relationship or is simply due to the confounding variables such as advanced tumor
stage and patient age, as DNA methylation changes tend to gradually accumulate
during rounds of cell division, especially in cancer (Beerman et al. 2013; Siegmund et
al. 2009; Aran et al. 2011; Landan et al. 2012; Nadeu et al. 2020). Supporting the
latter, recent works showed that the main source of DNA-methylation variability
between MCL tumors comes from the presumed cells of origin, ie, germinal
center-inexperienced and germinal center-experienced B lymphocytes, followed by
their proliferative history (Queirós et al. 2016; Nadeu et al. 2020).

Finally, up to 20% of MCL tumors bear mutations or deletions involving the genes
coding for the components of the SWI-SNF complex, notably SMARCA4 (most often)
and ARID2 (Agarwal et al. 2019). SWI/SNF are a family of chromatin remodeling
complexes that hydrolyse ATP to slide or eject the nucleosomes (Kwon et al. 1994).
They are enriched at enhancers and promoters and are essential to modulate
enhancer accessibility necessary for the transcription factors to activate gene
expression (Xiaofeng Wang et al. 2017; Nakayama et al. 2017). SWI/SNF also actively
participate in DNA damage repair by modifying the chromatin structure around the
damaged sites and recruiting the DNA damage response proteins (Ogiwara et al.
2011; Qi et al. 2015; Chen et al. 2019). Mutations in the components of SWI-SNF are
found in up to 25% of known cancers, and both their role in DNA damage response
and transcription regulation may be compromised in different malignancies
(reviewed in (Mittal and Roberts 2020)). In MCL, losses or mutations in SMARCA4 and
ARID2 convey primary resistance to the combination therapy with the BTK inhibitor
ibrutinib and BCL-2 inhibitor venetoclax (Agarwal et al. 2019), likely by priming the
cells to survive the therapeutic challenge. MCL cells with the SMARCA4 loss increase
the expression of Bcl-xL, another anti-apoptotic protein from the BCL-2 family, and
are positively selected for during the ibrutinib-venetoclax treatment (Agarwal et al.
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2019). Conversely, addition of the Bcl-xL inhibitor is effective to overcome the
ibrutinib-venetoclax resistant phenotype (Agarwal et al. 2019). Although the
mechanistic link between the SWI-SNF complex and the described effect is not
entirely clear, it likely has an epigenetic component. While SMARCA4 loss did not
affect the chromatin state of the loci showing increased expression in SMARCA4
knockdown cells, significant decrease in accessibility was observed for the repressed
genes, suggesting that the direct effect of the SWI–SNF impairment in MCL is rather
the loss of activity of relevant genes than any specific target upregulation. In
particular, increased Bcl-xL expression was explained by the decrease in chromatin
accessibility and transcription in the ATF3 locus (Agarwal et al. 2019), encoding for
the Bcl-xL direct transcriptional repressor (Chüeh et al. 2017).

All together, despite the significant potential for exploration, there is currently a
limited number of studies investigating the epigenetic landscape in mantle cell
lymphoma, resulting in few robust conclusions. Further research into MCL-specific
epigenetic alterations behind the oncogenic transformation is essential to translate
the latest advances in epigenetic therapies to mantle cell lymphoma treatment.

1.1.2.8. Metabolic reprogramming
Although not at the origins of MCL pathogenesis, metabolic reprogramming has
been described as a predictor of poor prognosis and/or treatment response in MCL.
Altered thermogenesis, fatty acid degradation and oxidative phosphorylation were
reported in patients with poor response to the Nordic MCL 2 and 3 (N-MCL2/3)
clinical trials protocol, which included first-line R-CHOP (rituximab,
cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin vincristine, and prednisone), high-dose cytarabine
cycles and autologous stem cell transplantation. Overexpression of the CPT1A
protein, a key enzyme in the carnitine-dependent transport which initiates
mitochondrial oxidation of long-chain fatty acids, was a predictor of short time to
progression (TPP) and reduced OS in this cohort (Gerdtsson et al. 2023). A recent
study also highlighted the role of aberrant nucleotide metabolism in MCL. The
authors were able to stratify MCL patients based on the nucleotide metabolism
expression score, that included the expression levels of six genes related to
nucleotide biosynthesis (CTPS1, DTYMK, NUDT1, PDE3B, TK1 and TYMS); the patients
with high score had significantly worse OS (p < 0.0001) (Liang et al. 2023).

The expression of CTSP1, encoding for a key enzyme in cytidine triphosphate (CTP)
synthesis, was the strongest OS predictor, associated with decreased OS
independently of the other nucleotide metabolism genes. Of note though, the same
study demonstrated that the CTSP1 expression is likely upregulated by MYC (Liang et
al. 2023), which is itself a predictor of poor outcome (Choe et al. 2016; Rodrigues,
Hollander, et al. 2020; Nadeu et al. 2020).

Constitutive activation of the PI3K/Akt signaling in aggressive blastoid MCL variants
(Dal Col et al. 2008; Rudelius et al. 2006) led to the exploration of one of its major
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downstream targets, the mammalian target of rapamycin (mTOR), in the context of
MCL. mTOR is a central regulator of cell metabolism, growth and survival, which in B
cells promotes pro-survival signaling. It exists in two functionally and structurally
distinct complexes, mTOR complex 1 (mTORC1) and mTORC2, the former being
mostly sensitive to nutrients and the latter mostly responsive to the signaling via
PI3K and growth factors. mTORC1 inhibitors exhibited anti-proliferative activity
against MCL cells (Hipp et al. 2005; Haritunians et al. 2007; Dal Col et al. 2008).
Nevertheless, mTORC1 inhibition did not prove effective in clinics, at least as a single
therapy, the main issue being the very short-lived response (Hess et al. 2009; Ansell
et al. 2008; Renner et al. 2012; Witzig et al. 2005). One of the reasons behind this
short effect duration is the fact that selective mTORC1 inhibitors suppress the
mTORC1-dependent negative feedback loop and paradoxically increase Akt
signaling, thus shifting the balance to increased mTORC2 activity (Shi et al. 2005;
Gupta et al. 2009). Second generation mTOR inhibitors targeting both the mTORC1
and mTORC2, overcome this issue, but have not been extensively tested in MCL. In
one in-vitro study, mTORC1/2 inhibitor exhibited only a sligh cytostatic and cytotoxic
effect in MCL cell lines and primary MCL cells; nonetheless, it also decreased the
levels of the Krebs cycle metabolites and partially reversed the upregulation of the
glycolysis by-product lactic acid induced by a selective nuclear export inhibitor
(Sekihara et al. 2017). This suggests the potential utility of the second generation
mTOR inhibitors in combination therapies to suppress the energy metabolism
through glycolysis, typical for cancer cells (Warburg, Wind, and Negelein 1927).

Finally, metabolism has been extensively studied as a means to overcome MCL drug
resistance. Metabolic reprogramming towards oxidative phosphorylation (OXPHOS)
(L. Zhang et al. 2019; Y. Liu et al. 2023) was associated with resistance to the
BTK-inhibitor ibrutinib. MCL cells from the ibrutinib resistant patients had elevated
levels of the mitochondrial OXPHOS pathway components (L. Zhang et al. 2019) and
the transcription factor early growth response gene 1 (ERG1) (Y. Liu et al. 2023). ERG1
contributes to the transcriptional activation of PDP1, which activates the E1
component of the large pyruvate dehydrogenase complex, leading to increased
intracellular ATP production (Y. Liu et al. 2023). Small molecule inhibition of the ETC
Complex I resulted in substantial growth reduction of the ibrutinib-resistant MCL
cells in-vitro and in patient-derived in-vivo models (L. Zhang et al. 2019), while a
derivative of an anti-diabetic drug metformin synergized with ibrutinib in killing MCL
cell lines and primary samples from MCL patients (Y. Liu et al. 2023). Ibrutinib
resistance was equally associated with the metabolic shift towards glutaminolysis (L.
Zhang et al. 2019; S.-C. Lee et al. 2019). Glutaminolysis accounted for up to 50% of
the ATP production in MCL cell lines, independently of the ibrutinib response status
(S.-C. Lee et al. 2019), but glutamine uptake was upregulated in the
ibrutinib-resistant MCL cells (L. Zhang et al. 2019). Ibrutinib treatment suppressed
glutaminolysis and TCA cycle in the ibrutinib-responsive, but not resistant MCL cells
(S.-C. Lee et al. 2019), while blockage of glutamine metabolism with glutaminolysis
inhibitors resulted in oxidative stress, energy stress (L. Zhang et al. 2019) and growth
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restriction (S.-C. Lee et al. 2019) in the ibrutinib-resistant MCL cell lines. All together,
these results point to the potential of targeting the OXPHOS and glutamine
metabolism pathways to overcome ibrutinib resistance in relapsed/refractory MCL.
The safety of some oxidative phosphorylation inhibitors in lymphoma patients is
currently being explored in a phase 1 clinical trial (NCT03291938).

Alterations in hexosamine metabolism may be implicated in the resistance to a
proteasome inhibitor bortezomib, approved for the treatment of relapsed and
refractory MCL. Bortezomib induces apoptosis and cell cycle arrest in MCL cells
(Pham et al. 2003; Pérez-Galán et al. 2006), primarily by decreasing the proteasomal
degradation of IκB and subsequent inhibition of the NFκB pathway. Additionally,
bortezomib was shown to exhibit its cytotoxic effect through the activation of the
mitochondrial apoptotic pathway dependent on the generation of reactive oxygen
species (ROS) (Pérez-Galán et al. 2006) and the induction of a proapoptotic protein
Noxa independent of NFκB activation (Pérez-Galán et al. 2006; Rizzatti et al. 2008).
Unfortunately, up to 60% of patients have intrinsic bortezomib resistance (Fisher et
al. 2006; Goy et al. 2005; O’Connor et al. 2005). O-GlcNAcylation is a dynamic
post-translational modification effectuated by the O-GlcNAc transferase (OGT), that
attaches O-linked N-acetylglucosamine (O-GlcNAc) moieties to cytoplasmic, nuclear
and mitochondrial proteins. It is thought to function as a nutrient and stress sensor,
regulating a variety of processes from transcription and epigenetic regulation to
signal transduction and metabolism (reviewed in (X. Yang and Qian 2017)). A
drug-like inhibitor of O-GlcNAcase (OGA), an enzyme removing the O-GlcNAc
residues, was shown to sensitize MCL cells to bortezomib-induced apoptosis through
prolonged O-GlcNAcylation of the proapoptotic protein tBid, that interfered with its
proteasomal degradation (Luanpitpong et al. 2018). These results suggest the
potential utility of OGA-inhibitors to combat bortezomib resistance, as well as the
relevance of the hexosamine metabolic pathway, a major source of O-GlcNAc, in the
response of MCL tumors to chemotherapy.

In conclusion, metabolic reprogramming plays a non-negligible role in mantle cell
lymphoma pathogenesis, impacting treatment response and drug resistance. Efforts
to target the metabolic pathways overexploited by MCL cells hold promise for
improving MCL outcomes. Nevertheless, MCL metabolism still remains a largely
unexplored area and further research is needed to translate the existing findings
into meaningful clinical interventions.

1.1.2.9. Tumor microenvironment
Interactions between malignant cells and components of the tumor
microenvironment (TME), such as stromal cells, immune cells, and extracellular
matrix, are pivotal factors underlying the tumor behavior and treatment response.
Depending on the location, the components of the microenvironment may provide
migration and homing signals, thus facilitating the tumor spread and metastasis,
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promote survival and proliferation of tumor cells, and even serve as a protective
layer against anti-tumor therapies.

Migration and homing of MCL cells
Trafficking and homing of normal and lymphoma B cells to the secondary lymphoid
tissues relies on the coordinated expression of chemokines, their receptors and
adhesion molecules on both the migrating cells and the cells of the
microenvironment. B cells express surface G-protein coupled chemokine receptors,
such as CXCR4 and CXCR5, while stromal cells in the lymphatic tissues constitutively
express chemokines, such as CXCL12 and CXCL13, which form the concentration
gradients and guide the B-cell positioning and homing at distinct compartments
(Bajénoff et al. 2006; Allen et al. 2004; Reif et al. 2002). Chemokine binding to the G
protein coupled receptors, together with other stimuli, such as BCR activation
(Spaargaren et al. 2003), activates the B cell surface integrins (e.g. ITGAL and VLA-4),
that bind to the molecules of the extracellular matrix and to adhesion molecules
expressed on the other surrounding cells (S. Liu et al. 1999; W. Shen et al. 2001).
Besides mediating the mechanical adhesion to the matrix, integrins transmit
pro-survival signals upon adhesion and also govern the cell polarity and cytoskeletal
remodeling when the cells migrate in response to cytokines (W. Guo and Giancotti
2004). In most integrins, this signaling is mediated through the recruitment of focal
adhesion kinase (FAK) (Lipfert et al. 1992), which cooperates with the SRC-family
kinases (SFKs) (Xing et al. 1994) and paxillin (Bellis, Miller, and Turner 1995; Y.-L. Hu
et al. 2014) to recruit multiple downstream effectors and activate the pro-survival
and pro-migratory pathways.

Mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) is characterized by an early, widespread dissemination,
most common secondary locations being the lymph nodes, bone marrow and
digestive system (Veloza, Ribera-Cortada, and Campo 2019). In line with their high
motility and metastatic potential, MCL cells express high levels of CXCR4, CXCR5 and
integrin VLA-4 (Kurtova et al. 2009; Y.-R. Kim and Eom 2014). MCL cell lines also
exhibit high expression of FAK and pFAK (Rudelius et al. 2018) and 64% of MCL
tumors are FAK-positive on immunohistochemistry sections (Ozkal et al. 2009).
Importantly, this percentage reaches 100% for the bone marrow MCL infiltrates
(Rudelius et al. 2018), reflecting both the importance of FAK for tumor dissemination
and the sustained integrin and extracellular matrix signaling in the bone marrow
microenvironment. In-vitro, MCL cells are highly motile and migrate spontaneously
beneath mesenchymal stem cells in co-culture systems (Kurtova et al. 2009; Y.-R. Kim
and Eom 2014). This migration largely depends on the CXCL12/CXCR4 axis (Y.-R. Kim
and Eom 2014). Stimulation by CXCL12 and CXCL13 induced actin polymerization, an
early requirement for the migratory response, and chemotaxis in MCL cells, while
both of these effects could be blocked by a CXCR4 antagonist (Kurtova et al. 2009).
CXCL12- and CXCL13-dependent chemotaxis of MCL cells is further enhanced by the
​​B-cell activating factor (BAFF) abundantly secreted by mesenchymal stromal cells,
which likely navigate the MCL cells to migrate to a certain niche (Medina et al. 2012).
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High invasion potential of MCL tumors may be additionally stimulated by SOX11.
ChIP data revealed CXCR4 and PTK2 (encoding for FAK) to be direct SOX11
transcriptional targets (Balsas et al. 2017). SOX11-positive MCL cells exhibited a
stronger chemotaxis response to CXCL12 stimulation and also migrated more
actively beneath the CXCL12-secreting bone marrow stromal cells compared to their
SOX11-negative counterparts (Balsas et al. 2017). SOX11+ cells also engrafted better
in an intravenous xenograft mouse model compared to the same cells with a SOX11
knockdown, while treatment with the FAK- and CXCR4-specific inhibitors reduced the
dissemination and growth of the SOX11+ tumors to the level of the SOX11-negative
ones (Balsas et al. 2017). In a subset of MCL cell lines, the adhesion of the cells to the
micro environment seems to be boosted by BCR signaling (Sadeghi et al. 2020; W.
Wu et al. 2021). These cells increased the expression of the BCR signature genes and
the genes of the downstream NfKb pathway upon adhesion to the stromal cells in
co-culture (Sadeghi et al. 2020), while the treatment with ibrutinib reduced their
adhesion rates (Sadeghi et al. 2020; W. Wu et al. 2021). Such cells also happen to be
sensitive to ibrutinib-induced cell death, suggesting that adhesion impairment is one
of the mechanisms of ibrutinib action - a hypothesis supported by clinical evidence
(Chang et al. 2013) (see BCR signaling).

Stromal support
Once in the lymphoid tissues, lymphoma cells may receive multiple proliferation and
survival signals from the surrounding cells. In physiological settings,
adhesion-activated FAK was shown to contribute to cell cycle progression through
direct regulation of the CCND1 promoter (Zhao, Pestell, and Guan 2001). However, in
MCL this effect may be negligible, as the CCND1 promoter is already constantly
active. CXCL12, either added externally or secreted from the stromal cells in a
co-culture setting, was shown to induce FAK phosphorylation and downstream
activation of PI3K/AKT (Balsas et al. 2017; Rudelius et al. 2018), ERK1/2 (Kurtova et al.
2009; Balsas et al. 2017; Rudelius et al. 2018) and Nf-κB pathways, leading to
increased proliferation of MCL cells (Balsas et al. 2017). Another study demonstrated
that interactions with the stromal cells supported long-term expansion of MCL cells
in-vitro, inhibiting spontaneous apoptosis and activating the canonical and
non-canonical Nf-κB signaling (Medina et al. 2012). This activation was dependent on
the B-cell activation factor (BAFF) secreted by the mesenchymal cells, as addition of
the decoy BAFFR-Fc receptor to the system abrogated the effect (Medina et al. 2012).
Finally, adhesion may produce long lasting pro-survival effects through epigenetic
reprogramming. In MCL cell lines, adhesion to stromal cells induced the expression
of histone demethylase KDM6B, which was accompanied by the reduction in the
repressive H3K27me3 marks and the increase in the activating H3K27me3 marks at
the promoters of the NF-κB encoding genes (Sadeghi and Wright 2023).

Pro-survival and anti-apoptotic signaling activated upon adhesion, as well as possible
mechanical protection, contribute to the widespread phenomenon of cell
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adhesion-mediated drug resistance (CAM-DR), described for many tumors, including
MCL. Co-culture with the stromal cells reduced the sensitivity of MCL cell lines and
primary cells to doxorubicin, bortezomib or fludarabine (Medina et al. 2012; Balsas
et al. 2017). Adherent MCL cells demonstrated very low to no response to
chemotherapeutic agents, while the non-adherent MCL cells in the same co-culture
had an intermediate resistance phenotype (Medina et al. 2012). This suggested that
while both soluble and adhesion-dependent factors contributed to the drug
resistance, a dominant role belonged to the adhesion-mediated signals. In line with
this data, another study was able to overcome the chemotherapy resistance of MCL
cells in-vitro by simultaneous blockage of CXCR4 and VLA-4, but this blockage was no
longer effective once the MCL cells adhered to the stroma (Y.-R. Kim and Eom 2014),
highlighting the importance of the early prevention of MCL cell migration and
dissemination and the necessity to target the downstream effectors in the already
adherent cells. For example, inhibition of FAK helped overcome ibrutinib (Rudelius et
al. 2018) and bortezomib (Balsas et al. 2017) resistance in the MCL cells co-cultured
with the bone marrow stem cells. Of note, CAM-DR was shown to be more
pronounced in SOX11+ MCL cells due to the direct upregulation of CXCR4 and FAK
expression by SOX11 and subsequent activation of the FAK/PI3K/AKT pathway
(Balsas et al. 2017). SOX11 knockdown reduced the adhesion rates of MCL cell lines
and counterbalanced the protective effect of the bone marrow stromal cells upon
doxorubicin treatment (R. Yang et al. 2020).

Immune cells in the MCL microenvironment
A pivotal role in the tumor-microenvironment interactions belongs to the immune
cells, which not only orchestrate the anti-tumor immunity through surveillance and
cytotoxic activity but also, in certain cases, can paradoxically exert pro-tumorigenic
signaling, fostering tumor growth and progression.

CD4+ and CD8+ T-cells play a central role in the cell-mediated anti-tumor immune
response. CD8+ T cells recognize the antigens on the MHC-I class molecules of the
tumor cells and exert a direct cytotoxic effect against the tumor. Meanwhile, CD4+
cells recognize the MHC-Il-associated antigens on the antigen-presenting cells and
can either stimulate or suppress the activity of the effector cells, e.g. CD8+ T, NK and
macrophages, depending on the microenvironmental signals. Moreover, CD4+ T cells
can serve as antitumor effector cells on their own, either through a direct cytotoxic
activity against the MHC-II-positive tumors or by emitting the effector cytokines (e.g.
IFNy and TNF), that negatively affect both the tumor and the stromal compartments
(reviewed in (Speiser et al. 2023).

MCL cells express high levels of both class I and II MHC molecules (Khodadoust et al.
2017), and can thus be targeted by both CD8+ and CD4+ T-cells. High counts of CD4+
(Nygren et al. 2014; X.-Y. Zhang et al. 2016) and CD8+ (Nygren et al. 2014) T cells in
the tumor infiltrate and peripheral blood of MCL patients predict positive outcomes
(Nygren et al. 2014; X.-Y. Zhang et al. 2016), while reduced expression of the
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transcripts related to T-cell costimulation and receptor signaling is associated with
poor overall survival (Balsas et al. 2021). Of note, high CD4+ count is a more
significant predictor of favorable OS than CD8+ count, and high CD4:CD8 ratio is
associated with good prognosis independent of other risk-defining prognostic
factors (Nygren et al. 2014; X.-Y. Zhang et al. 2016), suggesting a prevalent role of the
CD4+ T lymphocytes in anti-tumor immunity. A possible explanation for this
phenomenon comes from the genomic and proteomic MHC-profiling of MCL cells
(Khodadoust et al. 2017). This study revealed that the lymphoma-specific
neoantigens detected in MCL patients were presented almost exclusively on MHC-II
(Khodadoust et al. 2017). Remarkably, all of those neoantigen peptides came from
the somatically mutated variable regions of 13 immunoglobulin genes (Khodadoust
et al. 2017). Among all the other genes bearing somatic coding mutations, 46% were
represented by at least one peptide on either MHC-I or MHC-II molecule, but all of
those peptides were derived from the non-mutated gene regions (Khodadoust et al.
2017). Low presentation of the mutated antigens as MHC epitopes was described for
other hematological malignancies (Berlin et al. 2015; Kowalewski et al. 2015) and
may represent one of the mechanisms of tumor immune-escape; nevertheless, one
can not exclude that their absence is due to the technical limitations of the methods
that are yet unable to detect the rare epitopes. Similarly, it is not clear whether the
confinement of the MCL-specific epitopes to the Ig genes reveals the true biology or
a methodological constraint. Regardless, Ig-derived neoantigens bear potential for
MCL immunotherapy, as isolated circulating CD4+ cells specific for the Ig-derived
neoantigens were capable of killing the autologous lymphoma cells (Khodadoust et
al. 2017).

Unfortunately, certain CD4+ T cell subtypes have also been found to promote tumor
persistence and growth. One example is regulatory T cells (TRegs), which are essential
for maintaining peripheral tolerance and preventing autoimmunity, but, on the other
hand, are known to limit the antitumor immune response through cytotoxic T cell,
NK and dendritic cell inhibition (Togashi, Shitara, and Nishikawa 2019). In mantle cell
lymphoma, the balance between different CD4+ T cell populations was shown to be
affected by the SOX11 status of the tumors. While the expression of SOX11 was
positively correlated with both the CD4+ and CD8+ inflammatory infiltrate (Annese et
al. 2020), SOX11-positive tumors exhibited reduced expression of the genes involved
in T-cell related antitumor activity compared to their SOX11-negative counterparts
(Balsas et al. 2021). On the contrary, SOX11+ tumors were characterized by an
increased proportion of intratumoral TReg cells with an immunosuppressive role
(Balsas et al. 2021). Such imbalance in the SOX11+ MCL microenvironment may be
linked to the overactive CD70-CD27 co-stimulatory pathway that promotes TReg

proliferation. SOX11 was shown to bind upstream of the CD70 TSS and
SOX11-positivity was strongly associated with high CD70 expression. In turn, high
CD70, was associated with reduced overall patient survival independently of the
other high-risk features (Balsas et al. 2021). Of note though, the effect of SOX11 on
the overall T-cell counts in the MCL TME are conflicting, one study reporting a
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positive correlation between the SOX11 expression and T-lymphocytes infiltration
(Annese et al. 2020), and another one showing the lover T cell counts in the SOX+ vs
SOX11- MCL tumors (Balsas et al. 2021).

Another type of CD4+ T cells with a potential pro-lymphomagenic effect are follicular
helper T cells (TFH). These cells provide co-stimulation to the B cells in the germinal
center via the co-stimulatory molecule CD40 interacting with CD40-ligand (CD40-L)
on the B cell, and are crucial for the germinal center formation. While this cross-talk
is necessary for an effective antibody-mediated immune response, it may have a
flip-side function, providing proliferation signals for B-cell lymphomas, notably those
arising from the germinal center, e.g. follicular lymphoma (Epron et al. 2012)and GC
B cell-diffuse large B cell lymphoma (GC-DLBCL) (Suzuki, Nozawa, and Abe 2004). In
vitro, mantle cell lymphoma cells proliferate in response to externally added CD40L
(Castillo et al. 2000; Andersen et al. 2000). Nevertheless, it is unlikely that such
stimulation is prevalent in vivo, as CD40L only activates the B cells presenting the
antigen recognised by a corresponding activated CD4+T cell, and most of the MCL
cells are considered antigen naive. Also, except for the non-nodal MCL forms, MCL
are thought not to enter the GC (Figure 4).

Apart from the cytotoxic T cells, other effector cells have been studied in the context
of the MCL TME. Natural Killer (NK) cells recognize stressed cells, such as infected or
tumor cells, and exhibit their cytotoxic activity through the release of cytolytic
granules and cytotoxic cytokines (Prager and Watzl 2019). NK activation depends on
the integrated signal from their germline-encoded activating and inhibitory
receptors. Activating receptors recognize antibody-coated cells or host
gene-encoded ligands induced by the cell stress pathways, while inhibitory receptors
recognize MHC-I molecules and protect the potentially normal cells from killing,
though the inhibition may be overcome by strong activation (Wolf, Kissiov, and
Raulet 2023). Among others, NK cells can be activated in response to lipid-based
antigens presented in the context of an MHC-I-mike molecule CD1d (Rossjohn et al.
2012). MCL tumors were shown to have elevated levels of sphingosine-1-phosphate
(S1P) (M. S. Lee, Sun, and Webb 2020), a signaling lipid regulating multiple processes
in the vascular and immune system best known for its role in T-cell trafficking
(Mandala et al. 2002). SP1 was shown to interfere with the CD1d-mediated NK cell
activation by target cells, while blocking either S1P production or signaling could
restore the NK response to MCL cells in vitro (M. S. Lee, Sun, and Webb 2020). Of
note, pharmacological inhibition of S1P receptors also resulted in the time- and
dose-dependent cytotoxicity in MCL cells (Q. Liu et al. 2010), though the effect was
only demonstrated in vitro and in an immunodeficient xenograft model, and was
thus independent of NK activity.

Though in one study the numbers and repertoire of the NK cells in MCL patients
were shown to be similar to that of healthy donors (Flinsenberg et al. 2020), low
absolute counts of NK cells in peripheral blood of MCL patients were associated with
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inferior survival (Zhou et al. 2019). Thus, mobilizing NK in the MCL therapeutic
context might be a plausible strategy. Phase 1 clinical trial exploring the effects of an
ex vivo-expanded allogeneic natural killer cell MG4101 combined with rituximab in
relapsed/refractory B Cell Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, including two MCL patients,
demonstrated a very favorable safety profile and a potentially synergistic action of
the combination, though only one MCL patient achieved partial response (Yoon et al.
2023). Some of the already approved drugs were shown to modulate the NK activity
in the MCL context. Lenalidomide, a drug demonstrating clinical benefit for patients
with relapsed and refractory MCL (Goy et al. 2013), caused a 10-fold increase in NK
cells in MCL-bearing SCID mice (L. Zhang et al. 2009); similarly, a significant increase
in NK cells relative to total lymphocyte count was observed in MCL patients who
responded to lenalidomide if compared to non-responders (Hagner et al. 2017).
Preclinical experiments with MCL cell lines revealed that lenalidomide increased lytic
immunological synapse formation and secretion of granzyme by NKs, thus
enhancing their cytotoxicity against MCL cells (Hagner et al. 2017). On the other
hand, one of the most widely used anti-MCL drugs ibrutinib was shown to negatively
affect the NK effector functions (Flinsenberg et al. 2020). NK-cell activation and target
cell killing were suppressed by ibrutinib in-vitro and in the cells from MCL patients
examined before and after ibrutinib treatment, while the repertoire and numbers of
NK cells were not affected following therapy (Flinsenberg et al. 2020). This effect was
likely due to the off-target inhibitory activity of ibrutinib against IL-2-inducible kinase
(ITK) (Dubovsky et al. 2013) positively regulates the effector activity of NK cells,
stimulating their degranulation (Khurana et al. 2007; Flinsenberg et al. 2020).

Tumor-associated macrophages (TAMs) are another cell type found in MCL
lymph-nodes (Song et al. 2013; Pham et al. 2015; Le et al. 2021). Macrophages
circulate in the blood in the form of monocytes and differentiate into mature forms
following extravasation. Both monocytes and macrophages express high levels of
chemokine receptor CCR1 and migrate in response to its ligand CCL3 (Le et al. 2023).
The serum of untreated MCL patients, as well as conditioned mediums from MCL
cells, have increased soluble CCL3 levels (Sonbol et al. 2014; Le et al. 2023), which
favors monocyte/macrophages migration towards MCL TME (Le et al. 2023).
Depending on the signals emitted by the host tissue microenvironment,
macrophages can adopt one of the two polarization states known as M1 (“classically
activated”) and M2 (“alternatively activated”). M1 macrophages are typically activated
by IFN-γ or lipopolysaccharide (LPS) and play a classic pro-inflammatory role,
producing cytokines and microbicidal agents, phagocytizing microbes and initiating
immune response. In contrast, M2 macrophages are mainly involved in tissue repair
and wound healing. They are activated following exposure to certain cytokines, e.g.
(TGF)-β, IL-4, IL-10, or IL-13, and produce prolines and polyamines that induce
collagen production and cellular proliferation. M2 macrophages inhibit inflammation
and promote angiogenesis. While those functions are essential for repairing tissues,
within the tumor microenvironment, they can be hijacked to promote tumor
nutrition, growth and immune evasion. MCL cells were shown to shift the
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macrophages polarization towards the M2 phenotype in both co-culture and
xenograft systems (Le et al. 2021; 2023). This shift was dependent on the CCL3/CCR1
axis, as CCR1-/- macrophages did not exhibit a similar response under the same
conditions (Le et al. 2023). Macrophages affected by MCL cells increased their
secretion of IL-10, a cytokine associated with an M2 phenotype (Le et al. 2023). In
turn, IL-10 stimulated the proliferation of MCL cells via IL-10Rα - STAT1 pathway (Le
et al. 2021). Moreover, increased STAT1 binding to the CCL3 promoter region further
upregulated the CCL3 expression by MCL cells, initiating a vicious positive-feedback
loop attracting more macrophages to the site (Le et al. 2023).

Increased number of TAMs were associated with high Ki67 index (Philippa Li et al.
2021) and inferior OS of MCL patients (Philippa Li et al. 2021; Rodrigues et al. 2021)
and was also negatively correlated with high SOX11 expression (Annese et al. 2020).
Nevertheless, in the studies where both M1 and M2 macrophages were tracked,
there was no clear association between the OS and macrophage polarization state,
both M1 and M2 type macrophages being increased in high-proliferative tumors
(Philippa Li et al. 2021). Consistently, in a syngeneic mouse model of MCL, M1 and
M2 macrophages were roughly equally present in the dissected tumors (Le et al.
2021), while in clinical samples M1 macrophages were prevailing with an M1:M2 ratio
close to 3:1 (Philippa Li et al. 2021). Thus, though high TAM infiltration is clearly an
indicator of poor prognosis, no strong conclusions can be yet made regarding the
contribution of each macrophage type to the tumor microenvironment. It is yet
promising to target the macrophage population in MCL TME to counterbalance some
of the known pro-tumorigenic effects of TAMs. Attempts have been made to target
TAM accumulation in the MCL context. In a syngeneic mouse model of MCL,
blockade of CCR1 significantly reduced the levels of M2-TAMs and the overall tumor
burden (Le et al. 2023). Similar effect was achieved by macrophage depletion with
Clodrosome in a xenograft mouse model of MCL. Tumors established following the
injection of MCL cells together with human CD14+ monocytes were reduced after
Clodrosome treatment, and the reduction in both the total and M2-type
macrophages was observed within the tumor sections (Le et al. 2021).

Follicular dendritic cells (FDCs) are antigen-presenting cells of stromal origin that
reside in primary follicles and germinal centers of secondary and tertiary lymphoid
organs. With their long intermingled dendrites, FDCs form tight networks throughout
the follicle. They also retain and concentrate the antigens and produce the factors
controlling B cell survival, allowing for an efficient germinal center reaction :
antigen-activated B cells are retained in the FDC nets and undergo clonal expansion
(Heesters, Myers, and Carroll 2014). A clinicopathological study revealed two distinct
FDC patterns in the MCL lymph node biopsies: a diffuse pattern (17 cases) and the
nodular pattern, resembling that of the normal primary follicles (72 cases) or that of
a colonized germinal center (1 case) (Schrader et al. 2006). The patients with the
primary follicle- like pattern had a significantly better outcome than those with the
two other patterns (Schrader et al. 2006). Another study explored the degree of
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overlap of lymphoma cells, defined as the percentage of the total number of
lymphoma cells found in the FDC meshwork (Hou et al. 2018). The patients with the
higher degree of overlap had a better clinical prognosis (Hou et al. 2018). All
together, these data suggest that the FDC histological patterns may be used as a
prognostic factor for patient stratification.

TME composition and treatment response
The composition of the TME may significantly affect the response of MCL to
treatment. A recent transcriptomic profiling of the MCL tissue biopsies revealed four
distinct subtypes of the MCL TME (Jain et al. 2023). The lymph-node like subtype was
enriched for the components of the normal lymph node, e.g. CD4 + T-cells, follicular
dendritic cells (FDC), T-follicular helper cells (TFH) cells, and lymphatic endothelium.
The immune-enriched subtype was characterized by high-level expression of the
immune and checkpoint molecules and low stromal expression. Mesenchymal
subtype showed increased stromal signature and tumor-promoting cytokines.
Finally, the immune-depleted subtype presented with the lowest expression of the
immune cell signatures and possessed the highest content of malignant B cells. This
immune-depleted subtype was associated with poor patient outcomes and
resistance to BTK inhibitors, such as ibrutinib (Jain et al. 2023). Inversely, the patients
with the immune-enriched TME subtype tended to be sensitive to the inhibitors of
BTK (Jain et al. 2023). Longitudinal single-cell profiling of ibrutinib-responsive and
non-responsive MCL patients at baseline, during treatment and/or at disease
remission/progression provided further evidence in favor of immune
depletion-associated ibrutinib resistance (Shaojun Zhang et al. 2021). This study
demonstrated a substantial reduction in the proportion of effector CD8+ T cells in
the peripheral blood of non-responders, whereas there was a dynamic increase in
the proportion of these cells in responsive patients throughout the therapy. On the
other hand, the non-responders exhibited increased communication between the
MCL cells and certain cells of the microenvironment, including CD4+, CD8+ T cells
and monocytes, via the galectin-1->CXCR4/CD69, and TGF-β1->CXCR4 ligand
receptor-based interactions (Shaojun Zhang et al. 2021). CXCR4 axis is known to
promote tumor invasion, metastasis and therapeutic resistance (Shunshun Bao et al.
2023). CD69 is expressed on activated T cells, and its interaction with galectin
suppresses their differentiation towards the T helper 17 (Th17) phenotype,
representing an anti-inflammatory mechanism critical for T cell homeostasis and
peripheral tolerance (de la Fuente et al. 2014). Nevertheless, the same mechanism
may hamper the anti-tumor immune response in the pathological context.

All together, the tumor microenvironment is a critical determinant of lymphoma
progression, behavior and therapeutic response. Understanding the complex
interactions within the MCL TME is essential for developing targeted therapies that
disrupt supportive signals within the tumor microenvironment and improve
treatment outcomes for MCL patients.
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1.1.3. Diagnosis, screening and prevention
1.1.3.1. Diagnosis
Mantle cell lymphoma is clinically and biologically heterogeneous, ranging from
indolent cases that do not require therapy for years to highly proliferative blastoid
variants with very limited prognosis (Jain and Wang 2019; Silkenstedt and Dreyling
2023). In ⅔ of cases, it is diagnosed at an advanced stage, and typically manifests
with lymphadenopathy, splenomegaly and extranodal localization with the bone
marrow infiltration. Extra-nodal involvement is observed in 90% of the cases and can
involve bone marrow (53-82%) or digestive tract (20-60%) (Silkenstedt and Dreyling
2023). The presence of polypous lymphomatosis highly suggests the disease.
Constitutional symptoms such as fever and night sweats are not frequent at
diagnosis (approximately 30% of cases) (Jain and Wang 2019). The spleen is enlarged
in 40% of patients, which is generally associated with a leukemic manifestation and
indolent course of the disease (Silkenstedt and Dreyling 2023).

Diagnosis and staging of MCL involves a combination of clinical evaluation, imaging
(CT and PET scan) and laboratory analysis. Imaging evaluates the lymph node
structures and the size of the spleen. The definitive diagnosis of MCL is given based
on cytological, cytogenetic and histopathology laboratory analyzes from the biopsy
of tumor tissue (nodal MCL) and/or circulating tumor cells in the blood (non-nodal
leukemic MCL). MCL cells are typically positive for the general B-cell markers (CD20,
CD19, CD22), negative for CD23 and CD10, and frequently express some specific
abnormal markers suggesting of lymphoma, such as CD5 and FMC7 (Alaggio et al.
2022; Silkenstedt and Dreyling 2023). The presence of the t(11;14)(q13;q32)
translocation or, in rare cases, other translocations involving the recombination of
CCND1, CCND2 (12p13) or CCND3 (6p21) loci with the IGH, IGK (2p11) or IGL (22q11)
loci, is the strongest indicator of the disease (Alaggio et al. 2022). Histologically, nodal
mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) is characterized by disrupted nodal architecture and
abnormal cellular proliferation within the mantle zone of lymph node follicles.

Following diagnosis, a patient is usually given a prognostic index to assess the
appropriate treatment strategies. MIPI (Mantle Cell Lymphoma International
Prognostic Index) is the most commonly used prognostic index for MCL. It integrates
four clinical parameters: age, Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group (ECOG)
performance status, lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) level, and leukocyte count (Hoster
et al. 2008). An enhanced version of MIPI - MIPIb (biological MIPI) - additionally takes
into account the Ki-67 proliferation index obtained from the lymphoma-rich areas on
tissue biopsies not involving the bone marrow (biological MIPI) (Hoster et al. 2008).

1.1.3.2. Screening and prevention
Unlike some other cancers, there is currently no recommended screening test for
MCL in the general population. The disease is infrequent and this is rare for patients
to present early symptoms that could justify earlier therapeutic intervention and
screening efforts. Some studies demonstrated association between lymphoma and
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exposure to certain toxic agents including herbicides (Hardell et al. 2023). Prevention
and protection measures against toxic agents are essential in exposed populations.
Research on screening efforts in these at-risk populations could be useful for further
screening considerations.

A family history of hematopoietic malignancies has been associated with a 2-fold
increased risk of NHL, including MCL (S. S. Wang et al. 2007). Several factors may
contribute to the observed familial aggregation, including inherited genetic
susceptibility and shared environmental exposures among family members. Since
individuals with a family history of lymphoma may have an increased risk of
developing the disease, more vigilant monitoring or further evaluation in the event
of symptoms among related individuals may be recommended (Y. Wang and Ma
2014b).

1.1.4. Management
MCL has long been considered an incurable disease with an unsatisfactory response
to R-CHOP treatment. Nevertheless, this perception is now being revised with the
significant and successive therapeutic advances since the 2000s. The introduction of
anti-CD20 immunotherapy, autologous peripheral stem cell transplantation, cell
therapies, BTK and BCL-targeted therapies and effective intensive chemotherapies
based on cytarabine and platinum salts (Mcl-younger trial, LyMa or Nordic regimens)
has significantly improved the survival and prognosis of MCL patients (Geisler et al.
2008; Advani et al. 2013; Hermine et al. 2016; Le Gouill Steven et al. 2017; Tessoulin
et al. 2021). In young subjects treated with curative intent, prolonged and event-free
remissions with follow-up of more than 10 years are now observed, setting a goal
towards full curability of the disease in this patient group.

1.1.4.1. Front-line treatment
The first step is to determine whether to treat the patient and when to begin
treatment. For patients with indolent MCL (10 to 15% of cases), therapeutic
abstention or monitoring may be appropriate. Localized MCL may be effectively
treated with radiotherapy, although this type of MCL is extremely rare and the
identification of this disease group remains debatable. For the rest of MCL patients
with a typical non-indolent disease, first-line treatment is tailored based on the
patient’s age and the presence of comorbidities (Jain and Wang 2019; Silkenstedt and
Dreyling 2023; Zelenetz et al. 2023). Standard initial treatment usually involves
immunochemotherapy combining anti-CD20 antibodies (e.g. rituximab) with the
chemotherapeutic agents. The dose intensity of the chemotherapy is adjusted
according to the patient's age and health conditions.

For young patients (under 65 years old) eligible for intensive regimens, the treatment
is based on aggressive induction therapy regimen alternating anthracycline-based
and platinum/aracytin-based immunochemotherapy such as LyMA regimen (Le
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Gouill Steven et al. 2017; Hermine et al. 2016) or Nordic trial regimen (Geisler et al.
2008). If the disease is chemosensitive, treatment is intensified with high-dose
chemotherapy and autologous stem cell transplant (ASCT), followed by anti-CD20
maintenance therapy for three years (Le Gouill Steven et al. 2017; Hermine et al.
2016). Additionally, the recent results of the TRIANGLE trial in patients aged 18-65
y.o. demonstrated the beneficial effect of adding a BTK inhibitor ibrutinib to the
induction and maintenance therapy with rituximab (Dreyling et al. 2024). This option
is now being considered as a variant of first line therapy in the NCCN US guidelines.

For elderly patients (> 65 years old) or patients otherwise unfit for high-dose
chemotherapy, the treatment is based on the less aggressive induction therapy such
as R-CHOP (rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, vincristine, prednisone)
immunochemotherapy followed by maintenance treatment with rituximab (H. C.
Kluin-Nelemans et al. 2012). Rituximab with bendamustine could be an alternative
option in fragile patients for whom chemotherapy with R-CHOP is deemed to be
toxic (Silkenstedt and Dreyling 2023; Jain and Wang 2019). Other regimens such as
VR-CAP (bortezomib, rituximab, cyclophosphamide, doxorubicin, and prednisone)
(Robak et al. 2018) or R-GemOx (rituximab, gemcitabine, oxaliplatin) (Obrador-Hevia
et al. 2016) could be proposed, especially when anthracycline is contraindicated.
Even less aggressive therapy options without chemotherapy include
rituximab-lenalidomide (Ruan et al. 2018) or rituximab-acalabrutinib (Zelenetz et al.
2023). Rituximab maintenance after R-CHOP was shown to be beneficial and
superior to the interferon alfa maintenance in the European MCL elderly trial (H. C.
Kluin-Nelemans et al. 2012), with the demonstrated safety of prolonged rituximab
usage until progression (Hanneke C. Kluin-Nelemans et al. 2020). The feasibility of
rituximab maintenance after bendamustine-rituximab treatment has also been
validated in the SHINE trial (M. Wang et al. 2022) with a good safety profile.
Nevertheless, although the experimental arm of this trial combining bendamustine,
rituximab and ibrutinib (BRI) reached its primary objective (benefit in PFS of BRI
compared to bendamustine rituximab alone), it did not convert to a benefit in OS
and the results were judged not convincing enough to consider the BRI a first-line
therapeutic option for elderly patients.

1.1.4.2. Relapse and refractory disease treatment
BTK inhibitors
Covalent BTK inhibitors (ibrutinib, acalabrutinib, zanubrutinib) are generally used in
cases of relapse or refractory MCL (Silkenstedt and Dreyling 2023; Zelenetz et al.
2023). Their safety profile is now well known and the cardiac toxicity has to be tightly
monitored, especially in elderly population. Apart from experiencing the
dose-limiting toxicity, many patients ultimately cease to respond, frequently due to
mutation in the C481 residue of BTK, which is currently targeted by all of the
covalent BTK inhibitors available in clinics.

Noncovalent BTK inhibitors have been developed with the aim to limit the off-target
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toxicity and preserve the efficacy in the patients with the C481 mutation. In 2023, A
highly-selective non-covalent BTK inhibitor pirtobrutinib has gained accelerated FDA
approval for use in patients with relapsed/refractory MCL following the subset
analysis of the phase I/II BRUIN study (Mato et al. 2021; Telaraja et al. 2024).
Currently, pirtobrutinib is considered for use after the failure of covalent BTK
inhibitors (M. L. Wang et al. 2023), and the existing NCCN guidelines on the up-front
BTK inhibitor usage are likely to change in the coming years to suggest an earlier
introduction of pirtobrutinib in the treatment strategy.

Alternative agents targeted at BTK proteolytic degradation rather than its kinase
activity are now being developed and may increase the benefit-risk ratios of
targeting BTK in MCL in the years to come (Nawaratne et al. 2024).

BCL2 inhibitors
The oral BCL-2 inhibitor venetoclax produces prolonged antitumor responses in MCL
relapse or refractory patients (Davids et al. 2021) and can be combined with
ibrutinib. The potential benefit of venetoclax combined with ibrutinib is currently
being examined in a phase‐3 SYMPATICO study (NCT03112174) in relapsed MCL (M.
Wang et al. 2021). Other BCL-2 inhibitors are also being assessed in MCL in
combination with BTK inhibitors (L.-L. Lee et al. 2023; Guangzhou Lupeng
Pharmaceutical Company LTD. 2023).

Cellular therapies
CAR T-cells directed against CD19, e.g. brexucabtgene autoleucel (M. Wang et al.
2020), and lisocabtagene maraleucel (M. Wang et al. 2024), showed promising
efficacies in relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma. Updates of the long-term
follow-up of patients treated with CAR-T for relapse or refractory MCL are awaited to
know the durability of the responses.

Immunomodulatory agents
Lenalidomide, an immunomodulatory drug with antiproliferative and immunological
effects, showed meaningful activity in relapsed or refractory mantle cell lymphoma
(Trněný et al. 2016).

PI3K – mTOR pathway inhibitors
The first targeted therapy approved in mantle lymphoma was an mTORC1 inhibitor
temsirolimus, though in the current therapeutic landscape the benefit risk ratio of
the drug has to be updated (Freeman et al. 2022). Several other targeted therapies
addressing the PI3K/AKT pathway have been developed, including parsaclisib.
Parasaclisib specifically targets the PI3K delta subunit, which potentially reduces the
off-target effects associated with PI3K/AKT targeting drugs (Zinzani et al. 2023).
However, blocking the PI3K/AKT pathway is still associated with various toxicities,
particularly infections. Therefore, the risk/benefit ratio of using treatments targeting
the PI3K/AKT pathway in MCL remains unclear.
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1.1.4.3. New targets and emerging therapies
Bispecific CD20 x CD3 immunotherapies
CD20XCD3 bispecific antibodies bind to both the CD20 marker present on B cells and
the CD3 marker present on T cells, bringing those cells into close proximity and thus
facilitating the T-cell mediated killing of malignant B cells. Bispecific antibodies,
including glofitamab, mosunetuzumab, epcoritamab, and odronextamab,
demonstrated clinical benefit for the patients with several types of relapsed or
refractory B cell lymphomas, e.g. follicular lymphoma (Bannerji et al. 2022;
Nierengarten 2023) and diffuse large B cell lymphoma (Bannerji et al. 2022; Karimi et
al. 2023; Shirley 2023). For mantle cell lymphoma, the benefit of bispecific CD20 x
CD3 is currently being explored and demonstrates promising preliminary results
with the objective response rate of 50% (Bannerji et al. 2022).

CDK4/6 inhibitors
CCND1 overexpression ultimately leads to the hyperactivation of the CDK4/6
pathway. Thus, some CDK4 and CDK6 inhibitors, such as palbociclib and abemaciclib,
have emerged as therapeutic options for relapse or refractory MCL (Morschhauser
et al. 2021; Leonard et al. 2012). Notably though, despite a seemingly direct link with
the MCL pathogenesis, the objective response rates to CDK4/6 inhibitors as
single-agent therapy in MCL patients have been modest (0-23%) (C. Lee et al. 2020).

Receptor orphan tyrosine kinase-like receptor (ROR1)
Zilovertamab vedotin (ZV) is an antibody-drug conjugate that specifically binds to the
orphan receptor tyrosine kinase-like receptor (ROR-1), an oncoprotein pathologically
expressed in tumor tissues, including mantle cell lymphoma cells (Choi et al. 2015).
In a phase 1 study, ZV induced objective tumor responses in 7 of 15 patients with
MCL (M. L. Wang et al. 2022).
ATR inhibitors
Ataxia telangiectasia and Rad3-related protein (ATR) is one of the key kinases in the
DNA-damage response. Though ATR is not generally altered in MCL, its inhibition
was shown to be synthetically lethal in cells with the ATM deficiency (Reaper et al.
2011). ATM is the gene most frequently mutated in MCL. Single-agent ATR inhibitors
have therapeutic utility in the treatment of cancers, like MCL, in which ATM function
has been compromised or lost (Menezes et al. 2015).

Epigenetic modifiers
As both genetic (chromosomal aberrations, CNV, mutations) and epigenetic
(modification of DNA methylation, histone modification distribution pattern, changes
in 3D genome organization) changes are present in MCL, epigenetic drugs can be
potentially used in treatment. Recently developed epigenetic drugs include those
targeting DNA and protein methyltransferases, histone deacetylases, and chromatin
modifiers (Rosenthal, Munoz, and Villasboas 2023) (Table 2).
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Table 2. Epigenetic therapies for MCL

Inhibitor
class

Molecules Monotherapy Combination therapy

DNMT azacitidine
decitabine

no results no published results
MGCD0103+azacitidine
(NCT00543582)

no published results
decitabine+valproic acid
(NCT00109824)

EZH2 XNW5004
tazemetostat

Ongoing phase I trial
XNW5004

Ongoing phase I trial
tazemetostat
(NCT03010982;
NCT03028103)

HDAC vorinostat;
abexinostat

no clinical response
vorinostat
(Ogura et al. 2014)

no clinical response
cladribine, rituximab
+vorinostat
(Spurgeon et al. 2019)

significant toxicity
fludarabine, mitoxantrone,
dexamethasone + vorinostat
(Shin et al. 2016)

no clinical response
vorinostat
(Kirschbaum et al.
2011)

modest activity
bortezomib + vorinostat
(Yazbeck et al. 2018)

modest activity
abexinostat
(Evens et al. 2016)

DNA methyltransferases (DNMT) are enzymes that establish the methylation of the
CpG dinucleotides and inhibit gene transcription by blocking accessibility to
transcriptional activators. Although DNMT inhibitors (azacitidine and decitabine) are
approved for treatment for some malignancies, no published record of an effect of
these drugs in individuals with MCL exists. Clinical trials involving azacitidine and
decitabine in MCL did not provide any results (NCT00543582; NCT00109824).

Enhancer of zeste homolog 2 (EZH2) is a histone-lysine N-methyltransferase that
participates in histone H3 methylation at lysine 27, a modification leading to
transcriptional repression. EZH2 is expressed in ~40% of primary MCLs; its
expression is associated with the aggressive histological variants, high Ki-67 index
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and inferior overall survival of MCL patients (Martinez-Baquero et al. 2021). Phase I
clinical study of EZH2 inhibitor (XNW5004) in B cell lymphoma, including MCL is
under way (Weiwei et al. 2022). An oral EZH2 inhibitor tazemetostat (EZM6438) is
also in phase I trial for MCL (NCT03010982; NCT03028103). Another EZH2 inhibitor
OR-S1 shows activity in an MCL xenograft model (Kagiyama et al. 2021). Combination
of EZH2 inhibitor tazemetostat with ibrutinib or zanubrutinib showed synergistic
activity in the drug-resistant MCL xenograft model (Keats et al. 2021).

Histone deacetylases (HDACs) catalyze the removal of the activatory acetyl groups
from histones and other protein regulatory factors. Vorinostat, a first-generation
HDAC inhibitor, was not efficient in monotherapy for MCL patients (Kirschbaum et al.
2011; Ogura et al. 2014) and showed a modest clinical activity (bortezomib+
vorinostat) (Yazbeck et al. 2018) or high toxicity (fludarabine, mitoxantrone,
dexamethasone + vorinostat) (Shin et al. 2016)when used in combination therapy.
Another pan-HDAC inhibitor Abexinostat showed modest activity as a monotherapy
(Evens et al. 2016)and is now being studied in combination with ibrutinib
(NCT03939182). Fimepinostat, romidepsin and belinostat also demonstrate
promising results in a xenograft model of MCL alone or in combination with other
drugs (Paoluzzi et al. 2010; H. Guo et al. 2019).

Other potential targets of epigenetic drugs in MCL include protein arginine
methyltransferase 5 (PRMT5) that plays a role in the epigenetic and
post-translational modification of cell cycle regulators and is overexpressed in MCL
(Che et al. 2023; Sloan et al. 2023). An oral PRMT5 inhibitor PRT343 is currently being
tested in a phase 1 clinical trial (NCT03886831) on relapsed patients with MCL and
other malignancies. Targeting PRMT5 with GSK3326595 in xenografts derived from
patients with MCL provided a therapeutic benefit (Sloan et al. 2023). At the same
time, the use of PRMT5 inhibitors in MCL may lead to acquired resistance (Long et al.
2023).

1.1.5. Outlook
Toward personalized treatment: stratified at-risk disease approaches
Prognostic indices, both at baseline and minimal residual disease (MRD) status
during or after induction therapy, are expected to guide therapeutic decisions,
facilitating personalized treatment strategies based on individual risk profiles.
Currently, the primary factor influencing the choice between intensive and
non-intensive chemotherapy for initial treatment is the patient's age and
comorbidities. However, more personalized therapeutic approaches should be
developed, stratified based on baseline prognostic risk factors or molecular
abnormalities. For instance, patients with TP53 mutations might benefit most from
therapies targeting BTK and BCL2, as well as CAR-T cell therapy, though this
hypothesis needs validation through large clinical trials. Preliminary results from the
TRIANGLE trial (Dreyling et al. 2024) suggest that Ibrutinib, in combination with
chemoimmunotherapy and maintenance therapy, could significantly impact
treatment outcomes, particularly in younger patients. It is crucial to assess this
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impact within the TP53-mutated subgroup. Consequently, the role of high-dose
therapy (HDT) may need to be reevaluated for this patient population.

Clarifying the molecular origins of the disease
Understanding the genetic and epigenetic alterations that underlie the development
and/or proliferation of mantle cell lymphoma (MCL) remains a major challenge.
Clarifying the pathophysiological mechanisms of the disease remains crucial for
advancing drug research and improving patient care. The epigenetic field, in
particular, holds significant promise for innovative research and new MCL
treatments. Nonetheless, the epigenetics of MCL remains poorly studied and there
are currently no epigenetic modifier treatments available for MCL.

Reducing the global burden of disease and therapy toxicity
The burden of MCL is primarily driven by disease symptoms and secondarily by the
toxicity of treatments, both short- and long-term. Reducing therapy toxicity while
maintaining or improving disease control is an ongoing challenge. Introducing
BTK-targeted treatments in front-line MCL therapy could potentially reduce the
toxicity associated with intensive chemotherapies, for example if the ASCT could be
omitted when the BTK-inhibitors are added. This question is currently being
investigated in the TRIANGLE trial (Dreyling et al. 2024). Notably, the treatments that
do not involve chemotherapy, e.g. targeted therapies and immunotherapies, are also
not devoid of short- and long-term toxicities. Quality of life and patient-reported
outcome (PRO) studies will be essential for capturing data on these toxicities from
the patient's perspective, providing a more comprehensive understanding of the
impact of these treatments on patient well-being.

1.2. Enhancers and superenhancers
Establishment of unique patterns of gene expression during development and
differentiation is orchestrated by enhancers, DNA regulatory elements that distantly
activate gene transcription. The first enhancer was identified in 1981 in the SV40
genome (Banerji, Rusconi, and Schaffner 1981; Benoist and Chambon 1981) and
since then, enhancers have been found in all higher eukaryotes. Enhancers are
modular elements characterized by their lack of a consensus sequence and variable
distance from the transcription start sites of genes. Most enhancers activate
transcription regardless of their orientation and position relative to the target gene
(reviewed in (Erokhin et al. 2015)).

Superenhancers (SE), regulatory regions of the genome that play a crucial role in
controlling gene expression, are formed by clustered enhancers and can span over
tens and even hundreds of kilobases. They are characterized by a large size, high
density of transcription factors, and specific epigenetic marks. A term
“supernhancer” was coined in 2013 by Richard Young and co-authors (Whyte et al.
2013) for large enhancer domains that controlled the pluripotent state of cells.
Further studies established that SE acted as major amplifiers of gene expression,
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often controlling master developmental genes and those involved in specific cell
identity. Therefore, they are essential for maintaining cell state and function and are
of particular interest in biomedical research for their potential role in gene therapies
and disease treatments (reviewed in (Ishov, Gurumurthy, and Bungert 2020)).

1.2.1. Composition of superenhancers
Superenhancers are composed of several key components that contribute to their
unique properties and powerful regulatory functions. SEs are formed by the
clustering of multiple traditional enhancers. These individual enhancers, when
grouped together, create a region with enhanced regulatory capacity compared to
single enhancers. Similarly to enhancers, SEs contain a high density of binding sites
for transcription factors. These proteins bind to specific DNA sequences within an SE
and are critical for initiating and regulating the transcription of target genes. They
also include the mediator complex that functions as a bridge between SE-bound
transcription factors and the promoters of the target genes. Structural proteins such
as CTCF (CCCTC-binding factor) and cohesin that contribute to the three-dimensional
organization of the genome are also present at SEs; this helps to bring distant
genomic regions into close contact, facilitating the interaction between enhancers
and promoters.

Specific histone modifications are hallmarks of active SEs. These include the H3K27ac
mark associated with active enhancers and highly enriched at SEs and H3K4me1
often found at SEs (Whyte et al. 2013). SEs are also associated with regions of high
transcriptional activity. They facilitate the production of non-coding RNAs, including
enhancer RNAs (eRNAs) (Ørom et al. 2010), which can contribute to the regulation of
gene expression by various mechanisms, such as altering chromatin structure or
recruiting additional regulatory proteins.

1.2.2. Identification of superenhancers
Superenhancers are identified by their elevated enrichment for binding of
transcriptional factors and cofactors, such as the bromodomain and extra-terminal
domain (BET) family protein BRD4 and Mediator complex subunit 1 (MED1), and/or
the presence of the active chromatin marks H3K27ac, H3K4Me1 (Whyte et al. 2013)
and H4Ac (Das et al. 2023). The most widely used computational method is the ROSE
algorithm (Rank Ordering of Super-Enhancers). This computational tool is widely
used to rank enhancers based on ChIP-Seq data (Whyte et al. 2013). The algorithm
identifies clusters of enhancers and ranks them by the density of transcription factor
binding and histone marks. The highest-ranking clusters are designated as SE.

1.2.3. Supenhancers in normal gene regulation
Superenhancers are instrumental in establishing and maintaining the specific gene
expression programs that define different cell types. They control the expression of
genes critical for cell type-specific functions, such as insulin production in pancreatic
β-cells (Jian and Felsenfeld 2018) or hemoglobin production in erythroid cells (Hay et
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al. 2016; Gurumurthy et al. 2021). SEs also participate in lineage specification driving
the expression of lineage-specific genes, and thus aiding in the differentiation
process from progenitor cells to fully specialized cells (C. Wang et al. 2022). SE may
play a role in enabling cells to respond to external signals and changes in their
environment, eg. some superenhancers are activated in response to mechanical
stress (J. Li et al. 2024). SEs also contribute to the higher-order organization of
chromatin as they frequently interact with promoters of target genes in a
three-dimensional chromatin space, facilitating efficient transcription. These
interactions help form chromatin loops that bring distant regulatory elements into
close proximity with their target genes, enhancing transcriptional efficiency (Grubert
et al. 2020).

1.2.4. Superenhancers in disease
Cancer
Superenhancers frequently become dysregulated in cancer cells, leading to the
sustained activation of oncogenes or other genes promoting tumor survival. For
example, in many types of cancer, including lymphoma, superenhancers are found
near the MYC oncogene, leading to its overexpression (Chapuy et al. 2013) and
uncontrolled cell proliferation (reviewed in (Lancho and Herranz 2018)).
Superenhancers can drive the expression of genes that help cancer cells evade
immune detection, such as PD-L1 (C. Shi et al. 2023); some of them also regulate
angiogenesis (Mushimiyimana et al. 2021), supplying the tumor with necessary
nutrients and oxygen. SE play a critical role in maintaining the properties of cancer
stem cells, which are a subpopulation of cells within a tumor that have the ability to
self-renew and drive tumor growth by controlling the expression of stemness-related
genes, maintaining the stem cell-like characteristics of these cells and contributing to
cancer progression and resistance to therapy (Dong et al. 2021). In MCL, SEs
contribute to cell survival through activation of B cell receptor (BCR) signaling and
the IKZF-MYC axis. Inhibiting SEs may help overcome MCL resistance to ibrutinib or
lenalidomide (Tsukamoto et al. 2020).

Other diseases
Superenhancers play significant roles in various diseases beyond cancer, primarily
through the modulation of gene expression.
In Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA), SEs are involved in the regulation of genes that govern
inflammatory responses. For instance, genetic loci linked to RA are often located
within or near SE active in immune cells (Vahedi et al. 2015). These regions can
enhance the production of pro-inflammatory cytokines and other factors driving the
disease. In diabetes, SEs regulate the genes vital for pancreatic β-cell function and
insulin production (Jian and Felsenfeld 2018). Malfunctions in these superenhancers
can result in reduced insulin secretion and β-cell dysfunction, which are key factors
in diabetes development. SEs impact the expression of genes associated with
amyloid processing, tau pathology, or neuroinflammation (Peipei Li et al. 2019).
Genetic variants within these regions have been linked to an increased risk of
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Alzheimer’s Disease (Nott et al. 2019). By controlling genes related to lipid
metabolism, inflammation, and vascular function, SEs can affect endothelial
function, chronic inflammation, and lipid accumulation, all of which are involved in
atherosclerosis and congenital heart conditions (J. Li et al. 2024). Finally, SEs regulate
some of the genes essential for brain development and synaptic function.
Disruptions here can alter neuronal connectivity and signaling, contributing to
schizophrenia (Casella, Colantuoni, and Ament 2022).

1.2.5. Superenhancer-targeting drugs
Due to their crucial role in regulating key cancer-related genes, superenhancers
represent potential therapeutic targets. SE-targeting drugs typically interfere with
the components that bind to SE, disrupting their activity and thereby affecting the
expression of the SE-regulated associated genes.

BET inhibitors target bromodomain-containing proteins like BRD4, which bind to
acetylated histones within SEs. By preventing BRD4 from binding to these regions,
BET inhibitors reduce the expression of SE-driven genes. JQ1 is a small molecule
inhibitor that binds to the bromodomains of BET proteins, displacing them from
chromatin and downregulating oncogenes like MYC (Lovén et al. 2013). Another BET
inhibitor OTX015 (Birabresib) is currently being tested in clinical trials for
hematologic malignancies and solid tumors (Lewin et al. 2018). BET proteins can also
be targeted by Proteolysis Targeting Chimeras (PROTACs) designed to target specific
proteins for degradation by linking them to an E3 ubiquitin ligase. PROTACs targeting
BET proteins (such as BRD4) can lead to their degradation and a subsequent
decrease in SE activity. ARV-771, a PROTAC that targets BET proteins for degradation,
shows promising results in preclinical cancer models (Fiskus et al. 2021).

Cyclin-dependent kinase 7 (CDK7) is involved in the transcription initiation and
elongation of SE-associated genes (Chipumuro et al. 2014). CDK7 inhibitors reduce
the phosphorylation of RNA polymerase II, leading to a decrease in transcription of
SE-driven genes. THZ1, a selective CDK7 inhibitor, has shown efficacy in several
cancer cell lines (Chipumuro et al. 2014).

Cyclin-dependent kinase 9 (CDK9) regulates transcription elongation by
phosphorylating the carboxyl-terminal domain of RNA polymerase II. CDK9 inhibitors
can disrupt the transcription of SE-associated genes by reducing RNA polymerase II
phosphorylation. For example, Flavopiridol and Dinaciclib have demonstrated
activity against different cancers including hematologic malignancies (reviewed in
(Toure and Koehler 2023)).

Abemacicilib, a CDK4/6 inhibitor primarily used in the treatment of breast cancer,
has recently been found to affect SEs by increasing the level of the Activator
Protein-1 (AP-1) transcription implicated in the SE activity (Watt et al. 2021). Despite
its activity in preclinical models (Gelbert et al. 2014), Abemaciclib did not have any
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significant effect as a second-line therapy for relapsed MCL (Morschhauser et al.
2021).

Minnelide, a water-soluble derivative of the compound triptolide found in the
thunder god vine (Tripterygium wilfordii), is a general transcriptional inhibitor and a
potent antitumor agent that has shown promising results in targeting SEs in cancer
cells (Noel et al. 2020). Triptolde was shown to inhibit CDK7 and XPB subunits of the
TFIIH complex (Titov et al. 2011; Manzo et al. 2012) thus disrupting the SE activity. It
has passed phase I clinical trial in patients with advanced gastrointestinal cancers
(Borazanci et al. 2024) and is now undergoing Phase II in patients with advanced
adenosquamous carcinoma of the pancreas (Skorupan et al. 2022).

All these drugs offer a promising avenue for cancer therapy by specifically targeting
the regulatory mechanisms that drive the expression of critical genes involved in
disease progression by disrupting the function of SE.

1.3. 3D-genome architecture

1.3.1. General principles of the 3D-genome architecture
Chromatin organization within the nucleus is not random. In the 3D nuclear space,
chromosomes occupy defined territories conserved across multiple species and
taxons (T. Cremer et al. 1982; Zink et al. 1998; A. E. Visser and Aten 1999; Abranches
et al. 2000; Parada et al. 2002; Bolzer et al. 2005; Branco and Pombo 2006; Noma et
al. 2006; Sehgal et al. 2016). Chromosomes are further organized into active (A) and
non-active (B) compartments, with A-compartments being more accessible,
gene-dense, transcriptionally active and earlier replicated (Lieberman-Aiden et al.
2009; Pope et al. 2014; C. Y et al. 2018). Active and accessible compartments
protrude further into the nuclear interior (C. Y et al. 2018; Su et al. 2020b; Mota et al.
2022b), while inactive compartments are more often localized at the nuclear
periphery, close to the nuclear lamina (Kind et al. 2015; Su et al. 2020b).
Compartment A and compartment B loci tend to spatially segregate in single cells (S.
Wang et al. 2016; Su et al. 2020b), and active compartments also tend to be proximal
to the nuclear condensates, such as nuclear speckles (C. Y et al. 2018; Su et al.
2020b), which may represent the driving force for nuclear condensate formation
through phase-separation (Schede et al. 2023). At higher resolution, chromosomes
are organized into topologically associated domains (TADs) defined by increased
intra-domain chromatin contacts (Dixon et al. 2012) and believed to coordinate the
interactions between promoters and their cis-regulatory elements (Lupiáñez et al.
2015). Highly transcribed gene-dense regions can also extrude from their
chromosome territories to form interchromosomal contacts (ICCs) (Mahy, Perry, and
Bickmore 2002; Su et al. 2020b), which are though much less studied, mainly due to
the fact that they are less readily detectable by HiC, a standard method to explore
the 3D genome in a population of cells. Finally, centromeres occupy specific
positions in the chromosome territories distinct from that of other regions (Ollion et
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al. 2015).

1.3.2. 3D-genome alterations and editing in pathology
The 3D organization of the cell nucleus is crucial for both normal cellular function
and the development of pathological conditions. 3D organization of the genome is
altered in many pathological processes. Disruptions in this architecture are linked to
various pathological conditions, including cancer, developmental disorders,
neurological diseases, and immune system dysfunctions. Understanding the
complexities of nuclear organization can provide insights into the mechanisms
underlying these diseases and inform potential therapeutic strategies. The review of
which I am a co-author (Tiukacheva et al., Mol. Ther., 2023) discusses these
alterations in detail. My role in writing this review was to describe and discuss 3D
genome alterations associated with cancer and facioscapulohumeral dystrophy
(FSHD).
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1.3.3. Interchromosomal contacts
Increasing evidence suggests that interchromosomal contacts represent an
important regulatory and structural layer of the genome. The most well-known and
widely-conserved ICC is the nucleolus, where the ribosomal genes from five different
acrocentric chromosomes coalesce within a defined nucleolar compartment for
ribosome biogenesis. Multiple interchromosomal contacts have been reported to
play a regulatory or fate-defining role, frequently in a stochastic manner (Spilianakis
et al. 2005; Lomvardas et al. 2006; Horta et al. 2018; Apostolou and Thanos 2008;
Johnston and Desplan 2014; Harada et al. 2015; Fitz-James et al. 2023; Tchurikov et
al. 2023). For example, the choice of one out of a thousand of olfactory receptor
genes in a single olfactory neuron is determined by a stochastic interchromosomal
contact with a trans-acting enhancer on chr 14 (Lomvardas et al. 2006; Horta et al.
2018). The subset of cells that express IFN-β in response to viral infection was shown
to be stochastically determined by the presence of ICCs with three distinct genetic
loci that could mediate binding of the limiting transcription factor NF-κB to the IFN-β
enhancer (Apostolou and Thanos 2008). The developmental pathway followed by a
CD4+ T-cell is also influenced by an interchromosomal interaction between the
promoter region of the IFN-γ gene on chromosome 10 and the regulatory regions of
the TH2 cytokine locus on chromosome 11 (Spilianakis et al. 2005). The loci from
different chromosomes may also come into contact following recruitment to the
same transcription sites (Jackson et al. 1993; Osborne et al. 2004; Razin et al. 2011).
This is the case for the active globin genes (Schoenfelder et al. 2010; Simonis et al.
2006), plasma cell identity genes (Bortnick et al. 2018), immediate early genes in B
cells upon stimulation of the B cell receptor signaling pathway (Osborne et al. 2007)
and the heat shock response genes in yeast (Chowdhary et al. 2019). In general, ICCs
were shown to form predominantly between transcriptionally active and accessible
loci rather than between the silent ones (Kalhor et al. 2012). Being a more stochastic
process than an intrachromosomal contact, partially predefined by the 2D distance
between the loci, a particular ICC is likely present in a fraction of cells in a population
(Noordermeer et al. 2011), and an increase in transcriptional activity and accessibility
of a locus might favor its participation in an ICC.

Transcription activity and chromatin accessibility are generally inversely correlated
with the proximity of the loci to the nuclear periphery (Sadoni et al. 1999; M. Cremer
et al. 2001; Kind et al. 2015; C. Y et al. 2018; Mota et al. 2022b) and experimental
repositioning of chromosomes in the nuclear space leads to gene expression
changes (Finlan et al. 2008). Chromosomal translocations inevitably lead to the
repositioning of at least one of the translocated loci. Inversely, the frequency of a
certain translocation may be influenced by the temporal spatial proximity of the
potential translocation partners (Canoy et al. 2023; Engreitz, Agarwala, and Mirny
2012). For example, MYC and IGH, the genes involved in one of the most frequent
oncogenic translocations causing Burkitt lymphoma, were shown to be preferentially
recruited to the same transcription factory upon induction of the B cell receptor
signaling pathway, which may explain the high rate of this translocation in B
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lymphocytes (Osborne et al. 2007). An inverse, yet similar phenomenon, was
observed in Mantle Cell Lymphoma, where the translocated CCND1 allele relocated
closer to the nucleolus, to the vicinity of active Pol II sites (Allinne et al. 2014b).
Interchromosomal contacts likely follow a similar dependency, where an increase in
loci proximity leads to an increase in the probability of an ICC formation.
Simultaneous increase in accessibility and transcription further escalates the ICC
chance (Kalhor et al. 2012), as the transcriptional machinery and co-factors
associated with the actively transcribing chromatin can form condensates thus
prompting the interaction (Cho et al. 2018; Chong et al. 2018; Gibson et al. 2019; H.
Lu et al. 2018; Sabari et al. 2018). This is in line with the observation that A
compartments have a stronger predisposition to form ICCs with the likelihood to
interact in trans- decreasing sequentially from A-A > A-B ≈ B-B (Branco and Pombo
2006; Rao et al. 2014; Yaffe and Tanay 2011; Su et al. 2020b), as well as with the
tendency of A-compartments to be speckle-associated (C. Y et al. 2018; Su et al.
2020b).

A and B compartments can be relatively well-predicted using epigenetic data (Fortin
and Hansen 2015). The loss of cohesin, one of the proteins responsible for the
formation of chromatin loops, causes the pattern of long-range contacts to match
that of the histone marks (Rao et al. 2017); notably, it results in the colocalization of
super-enhancers (SEs) (Rao et al. 2017) - large stretches of enhancer elements
marked by high levels of H3K27 acetylation (Parker et al. 2013), which suggest the
involvement of SEs in the formation of long-range chromatin interactions. This
process might be facilitated by condensate formation through phase-separation, as
acetylated chromatin was shown to phase separate in vitro upon binding of the
multi-bromodomain proteins, such as BRD4 (Gibson et al. 2019), which is typically
present at SEs (Chapuy et al. 2013). Interestingly, ICCs associated with nuclear
speckles, ubiquitous nuclear condensates, were found enriched for the common
super-enhancer domains (Joo et al. 2023) (SEs showing persistent and ubiquitous
H3K27ac signals across different cell and tissue types (Ryu et al. 2019)), allowing to
speculate that the rearrangement of super-enhancer landscape, common for
multiple cancers (Betancur et al. 2017; Ke et al. 2017; Wong et al. 2017; Y.-Y. Jiang et
al. 2017; Cohen et al. 2017; Yohe et al. 2018), might induce aberrant ICC formation in
certain circumstances.

73

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?zKwrFq
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?KcdQUO
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?1X79gp
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Qvy3xa
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Qvy3xa
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Id3aYS
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Id3aYS
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?HlQryn
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?HlQryn
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?nFHEEM
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?nFHEEM
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?U1rNwZ
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?0wt2EF
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?8AOESJ
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?P2GCLp
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?n1HWsM
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?AYO2me
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?Yzl0s5
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?VzVh8j
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?VzVh8j


2. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

T(11;14) translocation is the most specific characteristic of Mantle Cell Lymphoma
present in the vast majority of patients. Among the consequences of this
translocation, CCND1 upregulation is the most studied. Nevertheless, data from
animal models argue that CCND1 overexpression alone is not enough to cause MCL
(Lovec et al. 1994; Bodrug et al. 1994). Efforts have been made to uncover other
molecular mechanisms and pathways deregulated in MCL, but, with the exception of
BTK inhibitors, the therapeutic agents targeting those pathways exhibited limited
clinical success. The therapeutic response and life expectancy of MCL patients
remain modest, making MCL a B cell lymphoma with one of the worst prognosis.
Thus, further insights into the pathogenesis of the disease bringing up new
treatment strategies are urgently needed.

Chromosomal translocation inevitably alters the 3D-genome of the cell, which, in
turn, may alter its epigenetic and transcriptional landscape, potentially affecting
cancer-related genes and pathways. Still, the 3D-genome and the epigenome of MCL
are largely underexplored. In this work, we aimed to study the 3D-genomic,
epigenomic and associated transcriptomic changes happening in MCL cells to
uncover some previously unknown mechanisms driving MCL oncogenesis after the
t(11;14), other than CCND1 upregulation. Through this study, we aimed to contribute
to the advancement of knowledge in the field and provide a basis for future therapy
development, specifically in the rapidly growing field of epigenetic drugs.
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3. RESULTS

3.1. Der14 relocates to the nuclear center in MCL cells

Chr11-chr14 translocation is a major hallmark of MCL cells, and its effect on the
CCND1 gene expression is well-studied. Meanwhile, chromosomal translocation also
alters the 3D-organization of the genome and inevitably affects the nuclear
positioning of one or both of the translocated loci. To explore the changes in the
nuclear positioning of the t(11;14) translocation partners, we performed 3D-FISH
with the fluorescent probes allowing us to distinguish the intact chromosomes 11
and 14, and the derivative chromosome 14, resulting from the chr14-chr11 fusion
(Figure 7a). The red probe was complementary to the region downstream of the
translocation breakpoint and encompassed the CCND1 locus, while the green probe
was complementary to the region upstream of the translocation breakpoint and
encompassed the locus immediately upstream of the variable IGH region; in this
set-up, the derivative chromosome 14 could be distinguished by the overlap of the
green and red signals (Figure 7ab).

Figure 7. Nuclear positioning of the translocated loci.

a, Schematic representation of the fluorescent probes used for the detection of the intact
CCND1 and IGH loci and the derivative chromosome 14, and the approach used for the signal
quantification. Briefly, for each cell, the distances from the intact and translocated signals to
the nuclear center were measured and normalized to the nuclear radius. The resulting
values for all quantified cells were then plotted to show the distributions of the signals in a
population of cells. b, Representative image of a B cell with the t(11;14) translocation;
maximum projection z-stack of three 0.5 µm confocal slices. c, Density plots showing the
distributions of the intact (red or green) and translocated (yellow) CCND1 and IGH loci in the
nuclear volume in the B cells from five MCL patients and three MCL cell lines (UPN1, UPN2
and GRANTA). Statistical significance is determined using the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for
the equity of distributions; pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***, 0.0001****.
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The 3D-FISH experiment was performed in the B cells from five MCL patients and
three MCL cell lines (GRANTA-519, UPN1, UPN2), and the distance of each signal to
the nuclear center was measured and normalized to the nuclear radius (Figure 7a).
In all patients and most of the MCL cell lines, the intact IGH locus was more centrally
located than the intact CCND1 locus, consistent with their reported chromosome
territories (Bolzer et al. 2005). Nevertheless, while the position of the translocated
IGH locus was almost unaffected by the translocation, the distribution of the
translocated CCND1 allele was shifted to the nuclear center when compared to the
intact CCND1 copy (Figure 7c). Thus, in MCL cells, the translocated CCND1 allele
relocated to the nuclear center, closer to the translocation partner locus.

3.2. Active epigenetic signature is globally altered in MCL cells

Relocalisation of the loci in the nuclear space may bring about the changes in their
epigenetic and transcription profiles. Notably, centrally located genomic regions are
generally characterized by being epigenetically accessible and transcriptionally
active. To explore the changes in the epigenetic and transcriptional landscape of
mantle cell lymphoma cells, we analyzed the profiles of transcription and chromatin
accessibility, as well as the distribution of the activating H3K27Ac mark, known to
label active enhancers and promoters, in the B cells from MCL patients and control
naive B cells from healthy donors.

More than 1000 sites with increased chromatin accessibility and more than 13000
sites with increased H3K27Ac binding were identified in MCL cells compared to the
control naive B cells (Figure 8a). The genes nearest to the upregulated ATAC and
H3K27Ac sites were functionally enriched for a number of categories relevant for
lymphoma, including B cell activation, positive activation of cytokine production and
cell adhesion, as well as for some categories indicating epigenetic reprogramming,
e.g. histone modification (Figure 8b). Consistent with the increased transcriptional
activity of many genes in MCL vs control B cells (Figure 8d), most (80%) of the sites
with increased H3K27Ac binding were located in gene promoters, while
approximately 20% of those sites mapped to other locations (Figure 8c) and likely
represented the newly active enhancers.

To further explore the deregulation of the enhancer landscape in MCL cells, we
applied the activity by contact (ABC) model (Fulco et al. 2019) that infers the
enhancer-gene interactions from the ATAC-seq, H3K27Ac ChIP-seq, HiC and
expression data (see Materials and Methods). We identified 939 enhancers that were
novel or more active in MCL cells compared to the control B cells, as determined by
the increased H3K27Ac binding. Those overactive enhancers were predicted to
regulate more than 370 genes that were highly upregulated in MCL (Figure 8d),
including the MYCN oncogene, MECOM and SRC proto-oncogenes, and several
proliferation or growth-stimulating genes, such as CCNE1, RASGRF1 and PIK3R2.
CCND1 gene was also predicted to be regulated by an overactive enhancer on

76

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?rLcAjg
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?64XwhW


chromosome 11, though in MCL context such interaction could only occur for the
intact CCND1 copy, as the translocated one is found in a different genomic context.

Figure 8. Epigenetic deregulation in MCL cells.

a, ChIP-seq/ATAC-seq profiles for the H3K27Ac and ATAC peaks with the significantly
different H3K27Ac/ATAC signal in the MCL patients vs control naive B cells from healthy
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donors (FDR < 0.05). b, Gene Ontology enrichment analysis for the ATAC/ H3K27Ac peaks
with the significantly different ATAC/H3K27Ac signal in the MCL patients vs control naive B
cells from healthy donors (FDR < 0.05). Top 10 enriched categories. c, Distributions of the
up/down ATAC/H3K27Ac peaks relative to genomic features. d, Differentially expressed
genes (DEGs) in the MCLpatients B cells vs control naive B cells from healthy donors.
Upregulated genes (log2FC >1, padj < 0.05) are colored red, downregulated genes (log2FC >1,
padj < 0.05) are colored blue. The genes predicted to be regulated by an enhancer with the
significantly increased (FDR < 0.05) H3K27Ac signal in MCL patients vs control naive B cells
are colored green. The gene-enhancer pairs were inferred using the ABC model (see
Materials and methods). e, Rank Ordering of Super Enhancers (ROSE) graphs for the MCL
patients and control naive or germinal B cells (representative graphs for one biological
replicate). Each dot represents an enhancer region ranked by increasing cumulative
H3K27Ac signal. The dashed line demarcating the shaded region to the right represents the
threshold of calling a region a super-enhancer. f, Venn diagram showing the numbers of SEs
consensus between the biological replicates for each condition (MCL, control naive B cells,
control germinal B cells) and the overlap of those consensus SEs between the conditions. g,
Size distributions of the consensus SEs in the MCL patients and control naive or germinal B
cells from healthy donors. The dashed lines indicate the median values. h, A novel
MCL-specific super-enhancer formed due to the extension of the IGH enhancer into the
CCND1 locus. Representative tracks for the ATAC-seq, H3K27Ac and H3K4me1 ChIP-seq
signal scaled to one million mapped reads are shown. The blue bars indicate that an
H3K27Ac peak (“enhancer”) or a ROSE super-enhancer were detected in the region.

Considering a large number of overactive enhancers in MCL cells, we also explored
their super-enhancer landscape. Using the rank-ordering of super-enhancers (ROSE)
algorithm on the H3K27Ac ChIP data, we detected 1121 superenhancers to be active
in at least two MCL patient samples, compared to 752 and 520 for control naive and
germinal B cells respectively (Figure 8e, Supplementary figure 1a). 26% (294) of
MCL SEs were shared between all the three groups (Figure 8f) and represented the
SEs defining the core B cell identity. Those SEs were associated with the genes
encoding the components of the MHC II complex (e.g. HLA-DOA, HLA-DPB1), Ig
proteins (IGL, IGK, IGH) and the core genes of the BCR signaling pathway (e.g. SYK)
(Supplementary figure 8c). Consistent with the presumed origin of MCL from naive
B cells, 17% (189) of MCL SEs were shared exclusively with the naive B cells group,
while for the germinal B cells this overlap was only 1.7% (19) (Figure 8f). The genes
associated with the SEs unique for MCL were mainly involved in immune-response
signaling and lymphocyte activation (Supplementary figure 1d) and were also
enriched for lymphoma-related genes (Supplementary figure 1b). Several of them
have been previously described in the context of MCL, including CD5, WEE1 and IL2RA
(Alaggio et al. 2022; Chilà et al. 2014; Bassam et al. 2013). Others included known
oncogenes (PIM1), pro-survival genes (MAP4K1, PIM1, IL2RA) or have been linked to
other relevant processes, such as chromatin remodeling and transcription regulation
(PRDM8, ETV6). We have also observed an increase in the size of super-enhancers in
MCL cells: the median SE size of the control or germinal B cells was 17.7 - 26.2 kb,
while in MCL this value was approximately twice as large (40.9 kb) (Figure 8g). All
together, this data suggested the large-scale remodeling of the active enhancer
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landscape in MCL cells.

3.3. MCL cells develop a novel superenhancer in the translocation
breakpoint region

We next explored the local epigenetic changes in the breakpoint adjacent region on
the derivative chromosome 14. Consistent with the known involvement of the IGH
enhancer in the CCND1 upregulation, we detected high levels of the H3K27Ac and
H3K4me1 signal in the IGH locus (Figure 8h). This locus was classified as a
super-enhancer in both the control and the MCL B cells. Importantly though, the
level of the activating H3K27Ac mark in the region was more than twice as high in
MCL compared to the control naive B cells. Moreover, in MCL cells, the
enhancer-characteristic marks were largely extended into the adjacent region on
chr11, including the CCND1 locus, and this phenomenon was unique for MCL cells
(Figure 8h). Thus, MCL cells formed a novel IGH-CCND1 super-enhancer spanning the
translocation breakpoint region.

3.4. Chromosome 19 is enriched for active promoters and
deregulated genes in MCL

CCND1 overexpression is not sufficient for Mantle Cell Lymphoma development. Still,
the t(11;14) translocation is a hallmark and likely the founding event of MCL. We
have observed that, apart from the CCND1 overexpression, the translocation induces
the relocalisation of the CCND1 locus on the derivative chromosome 14 to the
nuclear center, which is accompanied by the formation of a novel MCL-specific
super-enhancer in the breakpoint region. We thus searched for the genes other than
CCND1 that might be regulated by this novel SE using bulk RNA-seq data from a total
of nine MCL patients and a cultured cell line GRANTA-519 (see Materials and
Methods).

Contrary to what was expected, the largest number of upregulated genes in MCL
samples was not located on chromosomes 11 or 14 (Figure 9a). Instead, it was
chromosome 19 which was most enriched for the upregulated genes in MCL vs
control cells (Figure 9ab). This phenomenon was reproducible between the patient
samples and the MCL cell line (Supplementary figure 2c), and was evident with or
without normalization of the upregulated gene numbers to chromosome size or to
the number of genes per chromosome (Figure 9a, Supplementary figure 2ac). The
genes upregulated on chromosome 19 were mostly enriched for the
immune-response signaling pathways and leukocyte-mediated immunity, the
categories relevant for MCL (Figure 9b). Many of those genes have been previously
associated with mantle cell lymphoma, e.g. BAX, CD70 (Beltran et al. 2011; Balsas et
al. 2021), other lymphomas and leukemias, e.g. BCL3, ELANE, MAP2K7 (Y. Shen et al.
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2017; Manfroi et al. 2018; Seaton et al. 2024), or have been reported to have a
pro-tumorigenic effect on the tumor microenvironment, e.g. CD70, TYROBP and
CEACAM1 (L. Guo et al. 2023; J. Lu et al. 2021; Gerstel et al. 2011; Balsas et al. 2021).

Figure 9. Chromosome 19 is enriched for overexpressed genes and active promoters in
MCL.

a, The numbers of upregulated genes per chromosome in MCL patients B cells vs control
naive B cells from healthy donors (padj <0.01, log2FC > 1) normalized to chromosome sizes.
b, Differentially expressed genes (DEGs) in the MCL patients B cells vs control naive B cells
from healthy donors. Upregulated genes (log2FC >1, padj < 0.05) are colored red,
downregulated genes (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05) are colored blue. The upregulated genes on
chr19 are colored violet. c, Gene Ontology Biological Process enrichment for the genes
upregulated on chr19 in the MCL patients B cells vs control naive B cells from healthy donors
(padj <0.01, log2FC > 1). Top 10 enriched categories. d, The numbers of up H3K27Ac per
chromosome in MCL patients B cells vs control naive B cells from healthy donors (FDR <0.05)
normalized to chromosome sizes. e, Distribution of the H3K27Ac peaks differentially
enriched in MCL on chr19 relative to genomic features. f, Positions of the H3K27Ac peaks
differentially enriched in MCL on chr19 relative to the transcription start sites (TSS).

In line with the upregulated gene expression, chr19 also bore the largest number of
up H3K27Ac peaks (Figure 9d, Supplementary figure 2b) and most of those peaks
represented the overactivated promoters (Figure 9ef). The number of overactive
enhancers was also relatively high on chr19, but this chromosome was not
consistently at the top of the rank (ranked first, 12th or 13th depending on the
method) (Supplementary figure 9d). Most of the up H3K27Ac peaks on chr19 were
also not a part of SEs unique for MCL, and no prominent enrichment for the unique
SEs was observed for chr19 (ranked first, 5th or 6th depending on the normalization)
(Supplementary figure 9e). All together, chr19 was the most enriched for the
overexpressed genes and overactivated promoters in MCL vs control B cells, but this
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phenomenon was not directly correlated with a similar increase in the enhancer
activity on this chromosome.

3.5. A superenhancer in the translocation breakpoint region
interacts with chromosome 19

We found that chromosome 19 is most enriched for the overexpressed genes and
overactive promoters in MCL. This was not directly related to the aberrant enhancer
activity on this chromosome and no recurrent genetic aberrations are known to
occur on chr19 in MCL. Meanwhile, chromosome 19 is known to occupy the territory
in the nuclear center (Bolzer et al. 2005; Thomas Cremer and Cremer 2010). We
observed the relocalisation of the breakpoint adjacent region of the derivative 14 to
the nuclear center (Figure 7c) and the formation of an extended IGH-CCND1
super-enhancer in this region (Figure 8h). We thus hypothesized that an
interchromosomal contact might be present between this SE and some regions on
chr19, which could explain the large-scale upregulation of gene expression in this
chromosome.

To check this, we have performed HiC in the MCL cell line GRANTA and control
lymphoblastoid cell line RPMI8866 without the t(11;14) translocation; we also
explored the previously published HiC data from five MCL patients and three control
samples of naive B cells from healthy donors (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021). We have
observed that the contacts between the chr19 and the SE-containing locus on chr11
were indeed present in the MCL and control B cells (Figure 10a). Moreover, similar
contacts were present on the other chromosomes enriched for the overexpressed
genes, chr17 and chr22, potentially suggesting a grouped interchromosomal
interaction. As all these chromosomes are relatively small and mobile, we had a look
at another chromosome of a similar size, which was yet not enriched for the
upregulated genes (chr21), and no contacts with the SE region were detected on this
chromosome (Figure 10a). Chr21 was thus used as a negative control for further
experiments. Apart from the contacts with the chr11 SE region, a drastic change in
the chromatin compartments state on chr19 was observed in MCL patient cells.
While in the control B cells from healthy donors most of the compartments on chr19
were classified as inactive, they switched to an active state in MCL cells (Figure 10a),
indicating the large-scale chromatin activation on this chromosome and in line with
the substantial upregulation of gene expression on chr19.

Although HiC is not a reliable quantitative method, the intensity of the chr19-chr11
interaction relative to the background seemed higher in MCL patient samples
compared to the controls (Figure 10a). To further confirm the presence of the
chr19-chr11 SE contact and quantify its prevalence in a population of cells, we
performed 3D-FISH with the already described probes for the IGH and CCND1 loci,
and the probe overlapping the most intense chr19-chr11 contact hotspot on chr19
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(site 1 in Figure 10a). The contact of interest was detected in 30-50% of MCL cells
(depending on the patient or the cell line) (Figure 10bc), which was highly above the
probability of random colocalization of two spheres of 1 μm diameter inside the 8
mkm diameter nucleus (~ 2%). In accordance with the HiC results, the contact was
also detected in the control B cells from healthy donors, but only in 15% of cells
(Figure 10c). As an internal negative control, the contacts of the CCND1 locus and
chr21, for which no interaction was detected by HiC, were also quantified; as
expected, the frequency of the chr11-chr21 interaction was equally low in all
conditions (Figure 10c). Finally, in MCL cells, the contact formed predominantly with
the derivative chromosome 14 and not the intact CCND1 copy, suggesting that the
interaction was facilitated by the presence of the IGH-CCND1 super-enhancer.

Figure 10. Interchromosomal contacts in MCL cells.

a, HiC maps of the regions of the interchromosomal contacts between the chr11 (CCND1
locus) and the top 3 chromosomes by the number of upregulated genes - 19, 17 and 22.
Chromosome 21, which is not enriched for the upregulated genes, is shown as negative
control. For chromosome 11, only the region of interest is shown; CCND1 locus is marked by
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a dashed horizontal line. Black arrows demarcate the six contact hotspots referred to in the
text. The arrow with the asterisk marks the contact region covered by the FISH probe in b-d.
The tracks on the sides show the eigenvector values assigning the region to either active
(positive scores, red) or inactive (negative scores, blue) compartments. N patients = 5
(representative maps for the two patients with conventional MCL are shown); N control B
naive samples = 3 (merged replicates map is shown). b, The representative image of a
contact between the derivative chromosome 14 and the locus on chr19 detected by 3D-FISH
in the cells of an MCL patient. CCND1 locus is colored red, IGH locus is colored green and the
chr19 locus is colored magenta. A maximum projection Z-stack of three 0.5 µm confocal
slices is shown. The location of the chr19 FISH probe is marked by an arrow with the asterisk
in a. c, The percentages of cells bearing the CCND1 - chr19 contact in a population of cells as
detected by 3D-FISH in two MCL patients, three MCL cell lines (UPN1, UPN2, GRANTA) and a
control lymphoblastoid cell line from a healthy donor (BLAS). The data is shown as median ±
SD, each dot represents a technical replica. Statistical significance is determined using
ordinary one-way ANOVA with Dunnett's correction for multiple comparisons. The
colocalization of chr11 with the chr21 for which no contact was detected by HiC is shown as
negative control. d, The percentages of cells bearing the contact between chr19 and the
intact (black) or translocated (red) CCND1 loci in two MCL patients and three MCL cell lines
(UPN1, UPN2, GRANTA). The data is shown as median ± SD, each dot represents a technical
replica. Statistical significance is determined using paired t-test.

3.6. The chr19-SE contact colocalizes with the upregulated genes
and active RNApol II

Following the confirmation of the contact presence, we explored the epigenetic and
transcriptional states of the detected interaction sites on chr19. The genome regions
in the vicinity of the detected contacts were generally characterized by an increased
chromatin accessibility and H3K27Ac levels in MCL patients vs control cells (Figure
11a; representative sites are shown). The genes overexpressed in MCL vs control
naive B cells on chr19 also tended to cluster around the interaction hotspots (Figure
11b). Some of those genes have been previously associated with MCL or other
malignancies. For example, the ABCA7 gene (interaction site 1; >3 fold upregulation)
encoding for the ATP-binding cassette transporter of the brain and immune system
was found frequently mutated in the asian MCL patient population (Jeong et al. 2020)
and its overexpression was associated with poor prognosis in ovarian carcinoma
(Hedditch et al. 2014; Elsnerova et al. 2017). ARID3A (interaction site 1, >7 fold
upregulation) encodes for a transcription factor involved in embryogenesis and B cell
differentiation. It was shown to ensure the development and maintenance of the
CD5+ B1a cells, and increased Arid3A levels supported the ability of those cells to
develop B cell tumors with age (Hayakawa et al. 2019). CD5 is one of the most
specific markers of MCL cells (Alaggio et al. 2022), and a subpopulation of the
B1-derived B cells was reported to localize to the mantle zone and give rise to the
MCL-like neoplasia in aged mice (Hayakawa et al. 2018). Some other genes included
KEAP1 (interaction site 2, >4.5 fold upregulation), one of the key oxidative stress
sensors, whose expression was associated with the advanced stages in diffuse large
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B cell lymphoma (X. Yi et al. 2018); PIN1 (interaction site 2, >2 fold upregulation),
encoding for the peptidyl-prolyl cis–trans isomerase highly expressed in the majority
of cancers and negatively related to the clinical prognosis (Yang Chen et al. 2018) and
the proto-oncogene BCL3 (interaction site 5, > 4 fold upregulation) well-known for its
role in lymphoma development (Seaton et al. 2024).

Figure 11. Transcriptional and epigenetic state of the chromatin around the
der14-chr19 contact sites.

a, ATAC-seq, H3K27Ac and H3K4me1 ChIP-seq signals on chr19 around the chr19-chr11
contact hotspots in the MCL patients cells and the control naive B cells from healthy donors.
Representative tracks scaled to one million mapped reads are shown. Chr19-chr11 contact
hotspots identified by HiC are marked by violet bars. b, Differentially expressed genes
(DEGs) on chr19 in the MCL patients B cells vs control naive B cells from healthy donors (up)
or GRANTA-519 MCL cell line vs control naive B cells from healthy donors (down).
Upregulated genes (log2FC >1, padj < 0.05) are colored red, downregulated genes (log2FC >1,
padj < 0.05) are colored blue. Chr19-chr11 contact hotspots identified by HiC are marked by
violet bars. c, Immuno-3D-FISH with the three hybridisation probes (CCND1 - red, IGH -
green, chr19 - violet) and the antibodies against the RNApolII-ser5 (blue); representative
images (one Z section) and the intensity profiles across the quadruple colocalization sites are
shown. d, The frequencies of colocalization of the chr19-der14 contacts, chr19-intact chr11
contacts and non-colocalized chr19 with the RNApolII-ser5. The data is shown as median ±
SD, each dot represents a technical replica. Statistical significance is determined using
ordinary one-way ANOVA with Dunnett's correction for multiple comparisons.
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Given the large number of upregulated genes in the vicinity of the contacts, we next
performed the immuno-3D-FISH with the IGH, CCND1 and chr19-site1 probes and the
antibodies against the RNA pol II CTD phospho Ser5, which is an activated form of
RNApol II confined to promoters and necessary for transcription initiation. Almost all
of the chr19-der14 contacts (triple IGH-CCND1-chr19 colocalization events) also
colocalized with the active RNApol II staining (Figure 11c), suggesting the presence of
the active transcription hub around the interaction. The intact CCND1-chr19 contacts
also colocalized with the RNA-pol II, but with a lower frequency, and this frequency
was even lower for the chr19 signals non colocalized with either of the chr11 probes
(Figure 11d). All together, these data demonstrated that the der14-chr19 contacts
were characterized by increased transcriptional activity, involving the genes relevant
for lymphoma development.

3.7. Minnelide modifies the chromatin landscape and transcription
profile of MCL cells

We have observed the general activation of the enhancer landscape in mantle cell
lymphoma cells, both in the translocation breakpoint/ on chr19 and genome wide.
Those newly active enhancers contributed to the upregulation of the genes
potentially involved in lymphomagenesis. We thus tried to revert this pathological
enhancer activation with the drugs reported to modify the enhancer landscape. We
used Minnelide, a water-soluble pro-drug of a natural compound triptolide, which
was shown to inhibit the super-enhancer activity in pancreatic cancer cells (Noel et
al. 2020), likely by targeting the XPB subunits of the TFIIH complex (He et al. 2015;
Noel et al. 2020). In parallel, we used a CDK4/6-dependent kinase inhibitor
Abemaciclib reported to remodel the chromatin architecture in breast cancer cells
(Watt et al. 2021). In this cells, Abemaciclib reduced chromatin accessibility over gene
promoters regulating progression through G1, consistent with its cell cycle inhibitor
function, but at the same time induced widespread enhancer activation at other
regions, including the super-enhancers driving luminal differentiation and apoptotic
evasion. As the MCL-specific super-enhancer at the translocation breakpoint
overlaps the CCND1 gene that drives the G1/S progression, and the cell cycle
deregulation is present in MCL, Abemacilib was considered a potential treatment
candidate.

To assess the effect of Minnelide and Abemaciclib on the chromatin landscape of
MCL cells, we performed ATAC-seq in the MCL (GRANTA-519) and control (BLAS) cells
treated or not with 50 nM Minnelide and 500 nM Abemaciclib for 3 and 7 days
respectively. The times of treatment were chosen based on the previous studies
(Noel et al. 2020; Watt et al. 2021), while the concentrations were additionally
optimized through titration on the cell lines used in this work (Supplementary
figure 3a) and turned out to be similar to those previously reported for the
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pancreatic (20-100 nM Minnelide) (Noel et al. 2020) or breast cancer cells (500 nM
Abemaciclib) (Watt et al. 2021).

Minnelied induced widespread chromatin remodeling mostly characterized by the
new regions of reduced chromatin accessibility (22742 down, 830 up peaks) (Figure
12a). In contrast, the effect of Abemaciclib was almost negligible with only 44 and
217 down and up ATAC peaks respectively (Figure 12a). In the PCA analysis, the cells
treated with Abemaciclib were almost indistinguishable from the non-treated cells,
while Minnelide treatment was a clear source of variation (Figure 12b).

The sites decreasing their accessibility following Minnelide treatment were located
both in gene promoters and within distal intergenic regions or introns (Figure 12c),
suggesting that Minnelide caused the reduction in the activity of both enhancers and
their corresponding promoters. Those sites overlapped substantially with the sites
over-accessible in GRANTA-519 (MCL) vs BLAS (control) cells and the MCL patient cells
vs control naive B cells from healthy donors (Figure 12de), suggesting that Minnelide
treatment counter-balanced some of the MCL-associated epigenetic deregulation.
Importantly, Minnelide also reduced the accessibility of the super-enhancer region
around the translocation breakpoint (Figure 12f), and the regions around the
putative chr11 contact hotspots on chr19 (Figure 12g).

Functionally, the genes associated with the sites of decreased accessibility after
Minnelide treatment were enriched for the processes related to transcriptional
coactivator activation and RNApolI-dependent transcription factor binding (Figure
12h), consistent with the Minnelide being an enhancer disruptor (Noel et al. 2020)
and an inhibitor of RNA pol II-dependent transcription (Vispé et al. 2009). Those
genes encoded for the subunits of the mediator complex (MED13, MED14, MED16,
MED24, MED25, MED30, MED4), general transcription factors (GTF2A1, GTF2A2, GTF2I),
lysine acetyltransferases (KAT2B, KAT5, KAT6A), as well as the transcription factors
reported to facilitate the enhancer-promoter looping (YY1, SP1) (Weintraub et al.
2017; Mastrangelo et al. 1991). Biological processes associated with the down peaks
included positive regulation of lymphocyte activation and cell-cell adhesion (Figure
12h), while the associated pathways included the Th17 differentiation, Rap1
signaling, regulating cell adhesion, and TNF signaling, known to promote
inflammation and proliferation of lymphoma cells (Figure 12h).
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Figure 12. Minnelide reprograms the epigenetic landscape of MCL cells.

a, Differentially accessible ATAC peaks in GRANTA-519 MCL cells treated or not with
Minnelide (left) or Abemaciclib (right); up peaks (log2FC >0.5, FDR < 0.05) are colored red,
down peaks (log2FC < -0.5, padj < 0.05) are colored blue. b, Principal Component Analysis
(PCA) for the treated and non-treated control (BLAS) and MCL (GRANTA-519) cells performed
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on the ATAC-seq peaks. c, Distributions of the up/down ATAC peaks relative to genomic
features in GRANTA-519 + Minnelide vs non-treated GRANTA-519 cells. d, Venn diagrams
showing the intersections between the ATAC peaksets upregulated in the MCL patients’ cells
vs control naive B cells, GRANTA-519 MCL cells vs control BLAS cells comparison, and the
peakset downregulated in the GRANTA-519 MCL cells treated with Minnelide or Abemaciclib.
e, ATAC/ChIP-seq profiles within the sites of significantly increased chromatin accessibility in
the GRANTA-519 MCL cells vs control BLAS cells; the H3K27Ac profiles are shown for the
non-treated cells, the ATAC profiles are shown for the non-treated cells and the cells treated
with 50nM Minnelide or 500nM of Abemaciclib. f, Representative tracks of the ATAC (red)
and H3K27Ac (green) signal within the super-enhancer (SE) region in the t(11;14)
translocation breakpoint in the cells treated or not with 50nM Minnelide or 500nM of
Abemaciclib. The signals scaled to one million mapped reads are shown. g, Representative
tracks of the ATAC-seq signal within the regions of the putative chr11-chr19 contacts on
chr19 in the cells treated or not with 50nM Minnelide or 500nM of Abemaciclib. The
approximate contact sites are indicated as S1-S6. The signals scaled to one million mapped
reads are shown. h,i, Gene Ontology (h) or KEGG pathway (i) enrichment analysis for the
ATAC peaks significantly increasing (up) or decreasing (down) their accessibility in
GRANTA-519 MCL cells following Minnelide treatment (50nM, 3d), (FDR < 0.05). Top 10
enriched categories.

We next investigated the transcriptional changes associated with the Abemaciclib
and Minnelide treatment in GRANTA-519 MCL cells, control lymphoblastoid cells
BLAS and the PBMCs from an MCL patient in a leukemic phase. The immortalized
cells were treated as described for the ATAC-seq; the patient PBMCs were treated
with two concentrations of Minnelide, 25nM or 50nM, and the lower concentration
was retained for the RNA-seq analysis due to high cellular mortality following the
50nM Minnelide treatment.

Minnelide caused pronounced changes in gene expression with a large number of
both upregulated and downregulated genes (Figure 13a). Among the genes that
were downregulated by Minnelide, approximately 40% were predicted to be
regulated by enhancers active in the MCL patients’ B cells, supporting the presence
of an epigenetic component in the mechanism of action of the drug (Figure 13b). In
the patient PBMCs, the downregulated genes were functionally enriched for the
leukocyte migration and immune-response associated signaling pathways (Figure
13c). Some examples included the chemokines and their receptors (CCL5, CCL18,
CXCL16, CXCL3, CXCL10, CXCL9, CCR1, CCR2, CCR5, CXCR3, CX3CR1), growth factors
(PDGFB, VEGFA), the components and the downstream effectors of the BCR-signaling
pathway (HCK, YES1, TXK, SH2D1A), as well as several known proto-oncogenes (SRC,
KIT, SPI1, YES1). All of the above-mentioned genes were upregulated in the B cells
from MCL patients compared to the naive B cells from healthy donors, and roughly
30% of the overall genes upregulated in MCL were reciprocally downregulated by
Minnelide (Figure 13b). Thus, Minnelide decreased the expression of many
immune-related genes highly relevant for MCL.
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Figure 13. Transcriptomic changes following Minnelide and Abemaciclib treatment.

a, Differentially expressed genes (DEGs) in the MCL patient cells (left) / MCL cells
GRANTA-519 (right) treated with Minnelide vs corresponding not-treated controls.
Upregulated genes (log2FC >1, padj < 0.05) are colored red, downregulated genes (log2FC <
-1, padj < 0.05) are colored blue. b, The intersection between the genes upregulated in MCL
patients vs control naive B cells/ GRANTA-519 MCL cells vs control lymphoblastoid cells
BLAS, the genes predicted to be regulated by enhancers by the ABC model in MCL patients,
and the genes downregulated by Minnelide in MCL patient/MCL cell line GRANTA-519. c,
Gene Ontology enrichment analysis for the genes upregulated (log2FC > 1, padj < 0.05) or
downregulated (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05) following Minnelide treatment in the MCL patient
(left) and the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 (right). d, Differentially expressed genes (DEGs) in
the MCL patient cells (left) / MCL cells GRANTA-519 (right) treated with Abemacilib vs
corresponding not-treated controls. Upregulated genes (log2FC >1, padj < 0.05) are colored
red, downregulated genes (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05) are colored blue. b, The intersection
between the genes upregulated in MCL patients vs control naive B cells/ GRANTA-519 MCL
cells vs control lymphoblastoid cells BLAS, the genes predicted to be regulated by enhancers
by the ABC model in MCL patients, and the genes downregulated by Abemacilib in MCL
patient/MCL cell line GRANTA-519. c, Gene Ontology enrichment analysis for the genes
upregulated (log2FC > 1, padj < 0.05) or downregulated (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05) following
Abemacilib treatment in the MCL patient (left) and the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 (right).

The genes downregulated by Minnelide in the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 were less
enriched for the immune-related categories, likely due to the lack of environmental
stimulation in the monoculture. Instead, they provided insights into the mechanisms
of action of the drug, with the most enriched biological processes being the DNA
replication and DNA conformation change (Figure 13c) and one of the most
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enriched molecular functions being the methyltransferase activity (Supplementary
figure 4a). These downregulated genes included chromatin remodelers associated
with transcription activation (CARM1, HMGA1, INO80), cancer-associated histone
methyltransferases (CARM1, SMYD2, SMYD5, PRMT2, PRMT3), cell-cycle regulators
(CDK2, FBXO5, CCNE1) and multiple genes essential for the initiation and maintenance
of DNA replication and repair (MCM3, MCM7, DDX11, POLD2, POLD1, LIG3, NBN,
TIMELESS, GINS2, GINS3, RTEL1, CDC45, CDC6, CDC7, TRAIP, DNA2, ZRANB3). All together,
Minnelide strongly affected the expression of epigenetic remodelers and the genes
maintaining DNA replication and genome stability, consistent with its observed effect
on the chromatin landscape and its reported anti-cancer properties.

Abemaciclib treatment also caused pronounced changes in the transcriptomic
profile of MCL cells (Figure 13d). In patients’ PBMCs, it downregulated the
expression of the genes related to leukocyte migration (CCL3, CCL4, CCL22, CX3CR1,
CXCL13), interleukin-1 production (IL1R2, TNFAIP3, SPHK1) and energy metabolism,
e.g. (PKM, ENO1, LDHA, HIF1A), while in the MCL cell line GRANTA-519, the most
enriched downregulated categories were related to the mitotic nuclear division
(TOP2A, PRC1, TPX2, KIFC1, BIRC5, CENPF, PLK1, AURKA, RAD21) and cell cycle (MKI67,
CCNB1, CCNG1, CDC20, CDK1, CDK2, CDC25A, CKS2, GTSE1, KLF4) (Figure 13f), as
expected. Combined with the lack of effect on the chromatin landscape, these
results allowed us to conclude that the effect of Abemaciclib on MCL cells was mostly
not linked to epigenetic reprogramming and was rather explained by its known
mechanism of action as a CDK4/6 inhibitor.

We also explored the per chromosome distribution of the genes downregulated by
Minnelide and Abemaciclib. For Abemaciclib, no consistent enrichment for any
chromosome was found (Supplementary figure 4cd). For Minnelide, enrichment
was found for chromosome 19, which was top 1 chromosome by the number of
downregulated genes in GRANTA-519 cells independent of the normalization
method (Supplementary figure 4e). At the same time, the chr19 enrichment in
patients’ PBMCs was less consistent (top 1-8 depending on the normalization)
(Supplementary figure 4f). This suggested that the effect of both substances was
rather spread genomewide.

All together, these results demonstrated a strong inhibitory effect of Minnelide on
the chromatin landscape of MCL cells and the expression of genes involved in
epigenetic remodeling, DNA replication, genome stability and immune signaling. In
contrast, Abemaciclib did not significantly affect the epigenetic state of the MCL cells
and primarily downregulated the genes related to cell cycle and mitosis, suggesting
that it could not be considered an epigenetic drug in the MCL context.

3.8. Minnelide is effective against MCL cells in vitro and in vivo

We next tested the effect of Abemaciclib and Minnelide on the viability, proliferation
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and apoptosis rates of MCL cells in-vitro. Both Abemaciclib (500nM) and Minnelide
(25, 50 or 100nM) were able to reduce the viability of MCL cells, as measured by the
MTT assay (Figure 14a). Minnelide was more potent with the effect visible already
from the second day of treatment with 25nM of the drug, while Abemacilib had a
milder effect with the IC50 achieved only on day 7 of the treatment. The viability of
the control lymphoblastoid cell lines established from healthy donors (BLAS, BLIT,
BLYaK) was also affected by Minnelide treatment, but the effect on MCL cells was
more pronounced and occurred more rapidly across all tested MCL cell lines
(GRANTA-519, UPN1, UPN2, Jeko, Mino, NCEB). Interestingly, neither of the drugs
was effective against the chronic myelogenous leukemia cell line RPMI8866,
suggesting the relative specificity of the effect.

Figure 14. The effect of Abemaciclib and Minnelide on the viability, apoptosis and
proliferation of MCL cells.

a, MTT assay of the viability of MCL and control cells treated with 500nM of Abemaciclib or
25-100nM Minnelide for 0-7 days. MCL cell lines are plotted in red, control lymphoblastoid
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cell lines from healthy donors are plotted in blue, chronic myelogenous leukemia cell line
RPMI8866 is plotted in gray. Data are shown as mean +/- SEM, N=3-9. b, Annexin V-PI
apoptosis assay for the MCL (red) and control (blue) cells treated with 0-50nM of Minnelide
for 3 days or 0-1000nM Abemaciclib for 7 days. Mean values of total apoptotic and necrotic
cells +/- SEM are shown. The colors of the bars indicate the proprotin of early apoptotic
(Annexin+, PI-) cells in red, late apoptotic (Annexin+, PI+) cells in blue and necrotic (Annexin-,
PI+) cells in gray. Statistical significance was determined by one-way ANOVA with Dunnett’s
correction for multiple comparisons. pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***, 0.0001****, N = 3-6. c,
CFSE proliferation assay for the MCL cells treated with 0-50nM of Minnelide for 3 days or
0-1000nM of Abemaciclib for 7 days. The percentage of non-divided cells in the population at
the end of the treatment is shown. The data are presented as means +/- SEM. Statistical
significance was determined by one-way ANOVA with Dunnett’s correction for multiple
comparisons. pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***, 0.0001****, N = 2-5. d, Mice tumor volumes
on days 15-29 following subcutaneus injections of GRANTA-519 MCL cells. The treatment
groups (N = 5) recived daily injections of 0.5 mg/kg of Minnelide starting from days 20 or 24
post tumor injection. Control group (N=6) received daily PBS injections starting from day 20.
Data are shown as mean +/- SEM. Statistical significance was determined for the values at
day 29 using one-way ANOVA with Dunnett’s correction for multiple comparisons. pval
<0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***.

Minnelide also caused a dose-dependent increase in the apoptosis rates in all of the
tested MCL cell lines (Figure 14b). Depending on the cell line, the percentage of
apoptotic cells increased 2-6 fold following the treatment with 50nM of the drug
(Figure 14b). The pro-apoptotic effect of Abemaciclib was milder and less consistent.
At the highest tested concentration (1000nM), Abemacilib affected the apoptosis
rates of four out of six MCL cell lines with the size of the effect of 1.5-2.5 fold (Figure
14b).

Finally, both of the drugs reduced the proliferation of the MCL cells, as measured by
the CFSE assay (Figure 14c). The effect was dose-dependent, with approximately
80% of the cellular population not dividing at maximum concentrations of any of the
drugs (1000nM Abemaciclib, 50nM Minnelide).

We next proceeded with the testing of a more potent drug, Minnelide, in-vivo in
xenografted NSG mice. MCL cells GRANTA-519 were injected subcutaneously into the
right flanks of the mice and the treatment with Minnelide was started on day 20 or
day 24 following the injection. In both set-ups, Minnelide was able to reduce or
completely stop the tumor growth (Figure 14d).

All together, Minnelide exhibited a strong anti-tumor effect against mantle cell
lymphoma cells both in-vitro and in-vivo.
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4. DISCUSSION

Balanced chromosomal translocations, a main cause of lymphomas, lead to
significant changes in gene expression although the gene dosage remains the same
as in normal cells. This is partially caused by enhancer hijacking, a mechanism
whereby a control element from one chromosome becomes juxtaposed with an
oncogene from another chromosome following translocation (reviewed in (Canoy et
al. 2023)). This is the case of mantle cell lymphoma where CCND1 is overexpressed
following the t(11;14) translocation. At the same time, CCND1 overexpression alone
can not induce the oncogenic transformation in vitro (Fiancette et al. 2010) or in
animal models (Lovec et al. 1994; Bodrug et al. 1994). To gain insight into additional
mechanisms of MCL lymphomagenesis, we explored other possible consequences of
chromosomal translocations, e.g. changes in the genome architecture and epigenetic
marks.

Indeed, the position of a gene or a gene locus within the nucleus plays a critical role
in regulating its activity. Genes located in regions of euchromatin are generally more
active because the DNA is more accessible to transcription machinery. Conversely,
genes in heterochromatin are typically silenced or less active, as the dense packing
restricts access to transcription factors and RNA polymerase. In the nucleus,
euchromatin typically occupies a more interior position. The interior is generally
more euchromatic and rich in transcription factors and machinery, which facilitates
gene expression.

Therefore, we first examined whether the position of the 11q13 locus involved in the
translocation changed in the MCL cell lines and MCL patients’ cells. We observed that
the position of the translocated IGH locus was almost unaffected by the
translocation while the distribution of the translocated 11q13 allele was shifted to
the nuclear center when compared to the intact 11q13 (Figure 7). Thus, in MCL cells,
the translocated allele relocated to the nuclear center, closer to the 14q32
translocation partner locus, and not vice versa.

As centrally positioned euchromatic regions may have distinct transcription patterns,
chromatin marks and chromatin accessibility, we next used RNA-seq, ATAC-seq and
ChIP-seq to examine the potential changes after the t(11;14) translocation in B cells
from MCL patients vs. the control naive B cells from healthy donors. We selected the
activating H3K27Ac mark, known to label active enhancers and promoters as a
landmark of epigenetic changes. More than 13000 sites with increased H3K27Ac
binding were identified in MCL cells compared to the control. Most of these sites
were located in gene promoters (Figure 8). We also identified over 1000 sites with
altered chromatin accessibility as revealed by ATAC-seq (Figure 8). We next applied
the activity by contact (ABC) model (Fulco et al. 2019) that infers the enhancer-gene
interactions from the ATAC-seq, H3K27Ac ChIP-seq, HiC and expression data (see
Materials and Methods). We identified almost 1000 enhancers that were more active
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in MCL cells compared to the control B cells. These enhancers potentially regulated
~370 genes including the MYCN oncogene, MECOM and SRC proto-oncogenes, and
several proliferation or growth-stimulating genes, such as CCNE1, RASGRF1 and
PIK3R2 (Figure 8).

Using the rank-ordering of super-enhancers (ROSE) algorithm on the H3K27Ac ChIP
data, we also identified 1121 superenhancers to be active in at least two MCL
patient samples, compared to 752 and 520 for control naive and germinal B cells
respectively. SEs unique for MCL were mainly involved in immune-response signaling
and lymphocyte activation and also regulated many lymphoma-related genes
including CD5, WEE1 and IL2RA implicated in MCL pathogenesis. We have also
observed an increase in the size of super-enhancers in MCL cells, suggesting the role
of superenhancers in this lymphoma. Indeed, a superenhancer regulating SOX11
oncogene expression was recently identified in MCL (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2022).

We next focused our attention to local epigenetic changes in the translocation
breakpoint region and found that a new superenhancer (SE) emerges upstream and
inside of the CCND1 locus after the t(11;14). We tried to search for the potential
targets of this SE by mapping the genes differentially expressed in MCL vs. the
controls to their corresponding chromosomal locations. To our surprise,
chromosome 19, and not chromosomes 11 or 14, was most enriched in genes
upregulated in MCL (Figure 9). These genes included those involved in
immune-response signaling pathways and oncogenesis. Several of these genes were
already known to be associated with MCL, e.g. BAX and CD70 (Beltran et al. 2011;
Balsas et al. 2021).

Chromosome 19 is preferentially located in the nuclear center. As the derivative
chromosome 14 relocated to the nuclear center in MCL cells, we hypothesized that it
could develop an interaction with chromosome 19 in trans via the novel SE in the
11q13 locus, which would explain the upregulation of gene expression on
chromosome 19. To check this hypothesis, we carried out HiC in the control and MCL
cell lines and observed an interaction between chromosomes 19 and 11 (Figure 10).
This interaction was confirmed by the analysis of published HiC data from five MCL
patients (Vilarrasa-Blasi et al. 2021) and by 3D-FISH experiments. It should be noted
that although this interaction was observed both in normal and MCL cells, the
superenhancer was presumably present only in the translocated 11q13 locus; thus
transcriptional upregulation on chromosome 19 could occur only upon the
interaction with the derivative chromosome 14 and not the intact chromosome 11.
To ascertain this, we carried out immuno-FISH analysis with probes covering specific
loci on chromosomes 11, 14 and 19 and the antibodies against the RNA pol II CTD
phospho Ser5, an activated form of RNApol II. We observed that in MCL cells the
chr11-chr19 interchromosomal contact formed predominantly with the derivative
11q13 locus, and most of the chr19-der14 contacts also colocalized with the active
RNApol II staining (Figure 11), suggesting the presence of the active transcription
hub around the interaction. The intact chr11-chr19 contacts also colocalized with the
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RNA-pol II, but with a lower frequency, and this frequency was even lower for the
chr19 signals non colocalized with either of the chr11 probes (Figure 11).

Superenhancer-targeting drugs emerge as a new class of anticancer compounds (see
section 1.2 for details). Treatment with I-BET151, a drug targeting a superenhancer
protein component BRD4, has already demonstrated an antiproliferative effect
against MCL cell lines in vitro (Tsukamoto et al. 2020). We thus decided to test the
effect of another SE-targeting drug, Minnelide, on the viability of MCL cells in vitro
and in vivo. Minnelide inhibits SE by targeting the XPB subunit of the TFIIH complex
(He et al. 2015; Noel et al. 2020) and has demonstrated cytotoxic activity in multiple
cancer cell lines (reviewed in (Shiwei Bao et al. 2024)). We also used Abemaciclib, a
CDK4/6-dependent kinase inhibitor reported to remodel the chromatin architecture
in breast cancer cells (Watt et al. 2021). In in vitro experiments, Minnelide has shown
a much higher cytotoxic activity against MCL cell lines vs. the controls (three
lymphoblastoid cell lines) compared to Abemaciclib (Figure 14). We thus chose this
drug for the subsequent in vivo experiment. In NSG mice xenografted with the
GRANTA-519 MCL cells, Minnelide significantly diminished or completely stopped the
tumor growth when injected at 0.5 mg/kg starting from day 24 or day 20 after tumor
inoculation (Figure 14).

To gain insight into the mechanisms of action of Minnelide, we carried out ATAC-seq
on the control and MCL cells treated with Minnelide and Abemaciclib. In contrast to
Abemaciclib, Minnelid significantly reduced chromatin accessibility in treated cells,
particularly in sites that were initially more accessible in MCL cells than in the
controls. This included the novel superenhancer in the breakpoint region, which
drastically reduced its accessibility following Minnelide treatment. We then used
RNA-seq to analyze transcriptional changes induced by Abemaciclib and Minnelide
in GRANTA-519 MCL cells, control lymphoblastoid cells and the PBMCs from an MCL
patient. Approximately 40% genes downregulated by Minnelide, were predicted to
be regulated by enhancers active in the MCL patients’ B cells (Figure 13), and many
of the downregulated genes were related to chromatin remodeling, DNA replication
and stability, confirming the epigenetics-mediated mechanism of action of the drug.
Importantly, Minnelide also decreased the expression of many immune-related
genes and proto-oncogenes highly relevant for MCL. When per chromosome
distribution of the genes downregulated by Minnelide and Abemaciclib was
analyzed, no consistent enrichment for any chromosome was found in the case of
Abemaciclib. For Minnelide, enrichment was found for chromosome 19, which was
top 1 chromosome by the number of downregulated genes in GRANTA-519 MCL
cells.

All together, our results demonstrated the role of a novel superenhancer on the
derivative chromosome 14 in the MCL pathogenesis and the potential utility of the
SE-targeting drugs as a new MCL treatment strategy.
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5. CONCLUSIONS AND PERSPECTIVES

In this work, we have shown that t(11;14) translocation, a landmark of MCL, brings
about large-scale changes in the 3D genome and the epigenome of MCL cells. In
particular, it leads to the appearance of a novel superenhancer on derivative
chromosome 14 that can activate the expression of lymphoma-related genes in
trans. Targeting this and other superenhancers with an SE-inhibiting drug Minnelide
significantly reduced the viability of MCL cells in vitro and in vivo, suggesting the
potential utility of this drug for MCL treatment.

Our work stresses the importance of epigenetics and 3D genome organization in the
oncogenesis of MCL and potentially other malignancies associated with large
chromosomal aberrations. It also highlights the potential of epigenetic drugs as
possible treatments for these malignancies.

In perspective, we will study other lymphomas (e.g. Burkitt lymphoma and follicular
lymphoma) to assess their 3D organization and epigenetic landscape with a special
focus on a potential in trans regulation of gene activity. Also, while demonstrating a
potent pre-clinical activity in our data, Minnelide was reported to induce several side
effects in clinics, including reversible leukopenia, neutropenia, and cerebellar
toxicities (Borazanci et al. 2024). In collaboration with our colleagues from the Lviv
Medical University, we are currently developing and testing less toxic Minnelide
analogs for potential future clinical applications.
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6. MATERIALS AND METHODS

6.1. Cells
MCL cell lines GRANTA-519, UPN1, UPN2, Jeko, Mino and NCEB, chronic
myelogenous leukemia cell line RPMI8866 and control cell lines BLAS, BLIT and
BLYaK were used in this study. BLAS, BLIT and BLYaK cells were freshly established
from the B cells of healthy donors collected in the laboratory with the donors’
informed consent; these cells were immortalized by the EBV (B95-8) transformation
and characterized by Genethon (Evry, France). All cells were maintained at 37 °C and
5% CO2 under high humidity and cultured in high-glucose RPMI-1640 medium
supplemented with 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS), 2% glucose, 2 mM L-Glutamine, 1
mM Pyruvate, 1000 units/mL of penicillin and 1000 µg/mL of streptomycin (all from
Gibco, Thermo Fisher Scientific).

6.2. Patients
Blood samples from hospitalized MCL patients who signed a written informed
consent for the study were collected in Gustave Roussy Institute, VIllejuif, in
accordance with the French legislation. B cells from patients 1-4 were used in the
FISH experiments (see FISH and ImmunoFISH) and the RNA-seq experiment without
treatments (see RNA-seq library preparation and sequencing). B cells from patients 4-5
were used in the FISH experiments. B cells from patient 6 were used for the RNA-seq
experiment with Minnelide and Abemaciclib treatments (see RNA-seq library
preparation and sequencing).

6.3. Blood collection and primary B cell isolation
Peripheral blood mononuclear cells (PBMCs) were purified by Pancoll (PAN biotech)
density gradient centrifugation. PBMCs derived from the MCL patients in a leukemic
phase and containing >80% of B cells were used right away. Other samples were
subjected to the B cell enrichment by negative cell selection with the MagniSort
Human B cell Enrichment Kit (Thermo, cat. # 8804-6867-74) prior to downstream
applications.

6.4. FISH probe preparation
The probes for the fluorescent in situ hybridisation (FISH) were prepared from the
backmids ordered from BACPAC Genomics. The following backmids were used:
RP11-1021J3 (chr11, CCND1 locus), RP11-346I20 (chr14, upstream of the IGH locus),
CTD-2589F14 (chr19) and RP11-1056O16 (chr 21). The backmids were received as
stab cultures, amplified in the DH5α E.coli and purified using the QIAGEN
Large-Construct Kit (cat. no. 12462). After purification, the backmids were labeled
with fluorophore-dUTPs using the Nick Translation DNA Labeling System 2.0 (Enzo,
ENZ-GEN111) according to the manufacturer’s instructions. SEEBRIGHT® Orange 552
dUTPs (ENZ-42842), SEEBRIGHT® Green 496 dUTPs (ENZ-42831) and SEEBRIGHT®
Red 650 dUTPs (ENZ-42522) were used to label the chr11, chr14 and chr19/chr21
probes respectively.
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6.5. FISH and ImmunoFISH
The cells were pelleted and resuspended in the FBS-free RPMI-1640 medium to a
concentration of 8x106 cells/ml. 80µl of cell suspension was put onto the glass
coverslips covered with 0.25mg/ml Poly-L-lysine hydrobromide (Mol. Wt.:
150000-300000) (Merck P1399) and the cells were left to attach at 37 °C for 30
minutes. The non-attached cells were washed with 0.3X PBS. The attached cells were
then fixed in 4% PFA in 0.3X for (10 min, RT), washed three times with PBS,
permeabilized in 2% Triton X-100 in PBS (10 min, RT) and left in 20% glycerol in PBS
overnight at 4°C . Next day, the coverslips with the cells were subjected to 3
freeze-defreeze cycles in liquid nitrogen, each cycle followed by incubation in the
20% glycerol. The coverslips were then washed 3 times with PBS, incubated in 0.1M
HCL (20 min, RT), washed 2 times with 2X SSC and incubated with RNAse (200µg/ml
in 2X SSC) for 1h at 37 °C. Following the RNAse treatment, the coverslips were
washed 3 times in 2X SSC, equilibrated in 50% formamide/2X SSC and stored at 4°C
for up to 6 months before the hybridisation with the fluorescent probes.

For one hybridisation reaction (two coverslips), the nick-translated probes mixed
with 3µg of COT Human DNA (Roche 11581074001) were purified using ethanol
precipitation according to the instructions from the Nick Translation DNA Labeling
System 2.0 (Enzo, ENZ-GEN111). The probes of different colors intended to be used
in one hybridization reaction were mixed together at the precipitation step. The DNA
pellet was then resuspended in 10µl of the in situ hybridisation buffer (Empire
Genomics) to obtain the hybridisation mix.

For hybridisation, two coverslip with cells were put onto a glass slide into drops
(50µl) of 70% formamide in 2X SSC, cells oriented towards the drop. The slide and
the hybridisation mix were then incubated at 80°C for 5 min on the appropriate
worming plates. Immediately following the incubation, the hybridisation mix was
transferred on ice. Next, the hybridisation sandwich was prepared: one of the
coverslips was turned on the other side, so that the cells were facing up, 10µl of the
hybridisation mix was put onto this coverslip, and the second coverslip was put onto
the first one, so that the cells were between the coverslips, both touching the
hybridisation mixture. The edges of the sandwich were sealed with the silicon glue
and the sandwich was put into the humid chamber at 37 °C for three days.

Following this incubation, the glue was removed and the coverslips were detached
from each other and put into the wells of a 6-well plate, cells facing up. The
coverslips were then washed two times with 2X SSC for 5 min and three times with
PBS for 5 min. In case of regular FISH, this was the last step before the mounting. In
case of ImmunoFISH, the cells on the coverslips were further saturated in 0.5% BSA
in PBS, washed with PBS two times for 5 min and incubated with the antibodies
against RNA pol II CTD phospho Ser5 (Active Motif, 39233) diluted 1:2000 in 0.5% BSA
for two hours at RT. The coverslips were than washed three times with PBS for 5 min,
and incubated with the secondary Goat anti-Rabbit IgG (H+L) Cross-Adsorbed
Secondary Antibody, Alexa FluorTM 405 (ThermoFisher, A31556) for one hour at RT,
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followed by three washes in PBS for 5 min. At this step, the ImmunoFISH coverslips
were ready for mounting.

The prepared coverslips were mounted onto glass slides in the Vectashield mounting
medium (Eurobio scientific, H-1000-10). For regular FISH, the mounting medium was
pre-mixed with 1.5 µg/ml of DAPI (ThermoFisher, D1306) to stain the nuclei. For
ImmunoFISH, the mounting medium was non-stained as the fluorescent secondary
antibodies absorbing/emitting at the same wavelength as DAPI were used.

The FISH slides were observed on the Leica TCS SP8 Multiphoton Confocal
Microscope (Leica Microsystems). Ten random 291 x 291 µm (lower magnification) or
185 x 185 µm (higher magnification) fields per slide were acquired for each sample.
The Z-step size was set to 0.5 µm. All images within the experiment were captured
with the same laser intensity, gain and exposure settings.

6.6. Analysis of the FISH images
The 3D images from the Leica TCS SP8 Multiphoton Confocal Microscope were
analyzed in the Imaris software (Bitplane).

The colocalization of the FISH signals was analyzed as follows. The FISH signals in the
corresponding channel were first detected using the “Create spots” function with the
estimated spot diameter set to 1 µm. The debris wrongly classified as spots was
manually deleted. The procedure was repeated for all channels of interest. For
further analysis, only the “complete” cells with the two strong signals present in each
channel of interest were retained. The colocalization between the spots was
determined using the “Collocalize spots” function with the colocalization threshold
set to 1 µm. The percentage of cells with a certain colocalization was calculated
relative to all “complete” cells in the field. The procedure was performed separately
for each of the ten acquired fields in each experiment, and the numbers obtained
from one field were considered a technical replica if no less than 50 “complete” cells
were present. The statistical significance was determined on technical replicates
using ordinary one-way ANOVA with Dunnett's correction for multiple comparisons
or paired t-test, depending on the comparisons performed (specified in Figure
legends); pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***, 0.0001****.

The distribution of the signals relative to the nuclear center was analyzed as follows.
The nuclei were detected in the DAPI channel using the “Add cells” function with the
filter width of 2 µm and the estimated diameter for nuclei splitting of 8-12 µm
depending on the cell line or patient sample. The FISH signals in the corresponding
channel were detected as described above. The non-complete nuclei and the debris
misclassified as nuclei or spots were manually deleted. The spots were next
imported inside the nuclei using the “Import spots to vesicles” function. For each
spot, the statistics “Distance to Cell Membrane” was exported and subtracted from
the mean radius of the nuclei in the field to get the estimated distance of the spot to
the nuclear center. In the set-ups where the der14 chromosome was analyzed, the
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chr11-chr14 colocalization was first detected as described above and the distance to
the nuclear center was measured relative to the colocalized chr11 allele. The
distances from the spots to the nuclear center from one field were then normalized
to the mean radius of the nuclei in the same field. No less than 100 cells were
analyzed for the MCL patients (range 100-500 depending on the material availability)
and no less than 200 cells for the MCL and control cell lines (range 200-500). The
distributions of the resulting values for each cell were plotted as density plots.
Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the equality of the distributions was used to determine
whether the distributions were significantly different; pval <0.05*, <0.01**,
<0.001***, 0.0001****.

The colocalization of the FISH signals with the RNApol II was analyzed as follows. The
regions occupied by RNApol II were detected in the blue channel using the “Add new
surface” function with the surface detail set to 0.1 µm. The spots and their
colocalization were determined in the channels of interest as described above. The
spot was considered colocalized with the RNApol II if it presented an overlap with the
RNApol II surface. The analysis was performed for all the spots inside the “complete”
cells for each field. The percentage of colocalization relative to the “complete cells” in
each field was determined and considered a technical replica. Statistical analysis was
performed on the technical replicates using the ordinary one-way ANOVA with
Dunnett's correction for multiple comparisons; pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***,
0.0001****.

6.7. MTT cell viability assay
The cells were seeded to 96-well plates (100µl per well) in a concentration of 0.5
million/ml (GRANTA, UPN2, RPMI8866) or 1 million/ml (UPN1, Jeko, NCEB, Mino,
BLAS, BLIT, BLYaK) and treated with 500nM Abemaciclib, 25nM, 50nM or 100nM
Minnelide for 1-7 days in three technical replicates. At the end of the treatment, the
cells were supplied with 0.1 mg of MTT reagent A (Merck Millipore, CT01-5) per well,
incubated for 2h at 37 °C and lysed in the MTT lysis buffer (25 mM HCl, 2% acetic
acid, 3% DMF, 5% SDS, pH 4.7; 100 μL per well) overnight. Next day the absorbance
at 570 nm was measured on a Tecan Infinite F200 PRO plate reader. The acquired
numerical data was analyzed using Excel software, wherein the average value of
three technical replicates was determined. To eliminate the background noise, the
value obtained by measuring the cells not supplemented with the MTT reagent was
subtracted. The average absorbance values at different time points were then
normalized to the average absorbance value of the non-treated control. The
experiment was performed in 3-6 biological replicates. Statistical significance was
determined using the ordinary one-way ANOVA with the Dunnett’s multiple
comparisons test. The samples treated for 1-7 days were compared to the untreated
sample.

6.8. Annexin V - propidium iodide apoptosis test
0.5×106 cells were seeded to the 24-well plates and treated with 0, 500 or 1000nM of
Abemaciclib for 3 days or 0, 10, 25 or 50 nM of Minnelide for 7 days. After treatment,
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the cells were pelleted and resuspended in 300 μL of Annexin buffer (100 mM Hepes
(pH 7.4), 150 mM NaCl, and 2.5 mM CaCl2), incubated with 3 μL of APC-conjugated
Annexin-V (Biolegend, cat. #640920) and 3 µL of 1 mg/ml propidium iodide (PI,
#P4170-10MG, Sigma-Aldrich) for 5 minutes, and analyzed on the BD Accuri C6 Plus
Flow Cytometer (BD Biosciences, San Jose, CA, USA). Flow cytometry data were
analyzed using FlowJo software (BD Biosciences). The same gating was applied to all
the samples within one experiment. Annexin V-positive PI-negative cells were
considered early apoptotic; Annexin V-positive PI-positive cells were considered late
apoptotic; Annexin V-negative PI-positive cells were considered necrotic. The
percentage of apoptotic cells was defined as the sum of the early apoptotic, late
apoptotic and necrotic cells divided by the total number of cells within a gate * 100%.
The experiment was performed in 3-6 biological replicates. Statistical significance
was determined using the ordinary one-way ANOVA with the Dunnett’s multiple
comparisons test.

6.9. CFSE proliferation test
The cell proliferation was analyzed using 5- (and 6-) carboxyfluorescein diacetate
succinimidyl ester (CFSE) staining (CFSE Cell Division Tracker Kit, 423801; BioLegend,
San Diego, CA, USA) according to the manufacturer’s instructions. Briefly, 1×106 cells
were washed with PBS, resuspended in 1% FBS/PBS to a final concentration 1×106
cells/mL and labeled with 1 μL of 5 mM CFSE solution for 4 min at room temperature
under shading. After incubation, 9 mL of 5% FBS/PBS was added to stop the labeling
reaction. Cells were then washed once with 5% FBS/PBS and resuspended in a
regular growth medium to a final concentration of 5×105 cells/mL. Following the
labeling, the cells were treated with Abemaciclib (10, 25, 50, 100, 200, 500 and 1000
nM) or Minnelide (1, 5, 10, 25 and 50 nM) for 7 and 3 days respectively. After the
treatment, CFSE fluorescence was measured on the BD Accuri C6 Plus Flow
Cytometer (BD Biosciences, San Jose, CA, USA). Flow cytometry data were analyzed
using FlowJo software (BD Biosciences), the same gating was applied to all samples
within one experiment. The percentage of cells that have not undergone division
(EGFP+) was calculated and compared with that of an untreated sample. The
experiment was performed in 3-5 biological replicates. Statistical significance was
determined using the ordinary one-way ANOVA with the Dunnett’s multiple
comparisons test.

6.10. Xenograft studies in NSG mice
GRANTA-519 MCL cells (1×106) were suspended in 200 μl of mixture
Dulbecco-modified phosphate buffered saline (DPBS, Sigma-Aldrich, Cat#: 59331C)
and BD Matrigel Matrix (BD Biosciences; Cat#: 356234) in a ratio of 1∶1, and injected
subcutaneously into the right flanks of NSG mice. Tumor growth was monitored
every third day using digital calipers. Tumor size was calculated as: Tumor_volume =
(length × width2)/2. Treatment with Minnelide was started on day 20 or 24 following
the injection of the cells. Mice in the treatment groups (N = 5 for each group)
received daily intraperitoneal injections of a volume of 0.1 mg/mL Minnelide that
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achieved a final dose of 0.5 mg/kg of mouse weight. Minnelide was dissolved in PBS.
Control animals (N=6) were injected with the equivalent volume of PBS that mirrored
the volume of Minnelide per dose. All mice were euthanized on day 29 following the
cells injection, tumors were dissected and fixed in 10% formalin for subsequent
immunohistochemical analysis.

6.11. RNA-seq library preparation and sequencing
The RNA-seq samples were prepared for the two experimental set-ups. In the first
set-up, total RNA was extracted from the purified B cells from MCL patients 1-4 (N=1
for each patient) and the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 (N=3) without prior
manipulations. This data was used for the comparisons between the MCL cells and
the control B cell from healthy donors (EGAD00001002315).

In the second set-up, the cells from an MCL patient (patient 6), MCL cell line
(GRANTA-519) and control cell line (BLAS) were first treated with Minnelide (25nM,
50nM) for three days or Abemaciclib (500nM) for seven days in three technical
replicates and than subjected to the RNA extraction. This data was used to compare
the MCL cells with or without treatment .

In both set-ups, total RNA was extracted using a NucleoSpin RNA isolation kit
(Macherey-Nagel, Germany) following manufacturer’s instructions. The quantity and
quality of total RNA were measured using NanoDrop2000C Spectrophotometer
(Thermo Fisher Scientific). The cDNA libraries were constructed in Novogene, UK,
using the Novogene NGS RNA Library Prep Set (PT042) with the polyA mRNA
enrichment on the Illumina Novaseq6000 platform in the paired-end mode.

6.12. ATAC-seq library preparation and sequencing
Control (BLAS) and MCL (GRANTA-519) cells were treated or not with Minnelide
(50nM, 3 days) or Abemaciclib (500nM, 7 days). The ATAC libraries were prepared
using the ATAC-Seq Kit (Actif Motif, 53150) according to the manufacturer’s
instructions. The libraries were sequenced on the Novaseq6000 platform at the
sequencing facility of the Gustave Roussy Institut or in Novogene.

6.13. ChIP-seq library preparation and sequencing
Chromatin immunoprecipitation was performed on the control (BLAS) and MCL
(GRANTA-519) cells using the ChIP-IT Express kit (Active Motif, 53008) according to
the manufacturer’s instructions. Briefly, 50 million cells per condition were fixed with
formaldehyde. The nuclei were extracted and the chromatin was sheared via
sonication in the 12x24mm glass tubes (Covaris 520056) on the Covaris S220
instrument with the following programme: duty factor 2%, CPB 200, PIP 105, 10 min.
The sheared chromatin was immunoprecipitated with 5µg of antibodies against
H3K27Ac (Active Motif 39133). The antibodies against normal rabbit IgG (Cell
Signaling, 2729) was used as a negative control. The target enrichment was verified
using real-time qPCR according to the instructions from the ChIP-IT Express kit
(Active Motif, 53008). The Human Negative Control Primer Set 1 (Active Motif, 71001),
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the Human Positive Control Primer Set GAPDH-2 (Active Motif, 71006) and the
PowerUp SYBR Green Master Mix (Thermo Fisher, A25741) were used in the qPCR
reaction.

The ChIP-seq libraries were prepared from the 5-10 ng of the immunoprecipitated
and input chromatin using the NEBnext Ultra II DNA Library Prep Kit for Illumina
(NEB, E7645) with Multiplex Oligos for Illumina (NEB, E6440s) according to the
manufacturer’s instructions. 11 amplification cycles were used. The libraries were
sequenced in Novogene, Germany on the NovaSeq PE150 platform.

6.14. HiC library preparation and sequencing
Hi-C libraries were prepared as described elsewhere (Zakharova et al. 2022). In brief,
107 of control (BLAS) or MCL (GRANTA-519) cells were crosslinked for 10 min at room
temperature by addition of formaldehyde (Sigma-Aldrich) to a final concentration of
1% followed by addition of glycine to a final concentration of 125 mM. Cells were
washed in PBS, snap-frozen in liquid nitrogen and then stored at -80°. Thawed cells
were washed and treated with the DpnII restriction endonuclease (NEB) overnight.
After washing, DNA ends were biotinylated by addition of the Klenow enzyme (NEB)
and the nucleotide mixture containing biotin-14-dATP (Invitrogen). After washing,
DNA ends of chromatin fragments were ligated by addition of T4 DNA ligase
(Thermo Fisher). Then cross-links were reversed by incubation at 65°C in the
presence of Proteinase K (Sigma-Aldrich) and DNA was purified by
phenol-chloroform extraction. After ethanol precipitation, the samples were treated
with RNAse and purified on Agencourt AMPure XP beads (Beckman Coulter) and
AMICON Ultra Centrifugal Filter Units (Millipore). The samples were A-tailed using the
Klenow enzyme (NEB), then the ligation junctions were purified by biotin pulldown
and the Illumina TruSeq adapters were added using T4 DNA ligase. The obtained
libratiers were amplified by PCR and sequenced on an Illumina Novaseq 6000 in a
paired-end mode.

6.15. RNA-seq analysis
RNA-seq samples from MCL patients and the control and MCL cell lines (BLAS,
GRANTA-519), treated or not with Minnelide and Abemacilib, were prepared and
sequenced as described above. Additionally, raw transcriptomic data for five more
MCL patients and six control naive B cell samples from healthy donors were
downloaded from EGA (EGAD00001002336, EGAD00001002315) and processed
together with the other samples. Raw sequencing data was processed using the
nf-core/rnaseq pipeline (v3.10.1) (Patel et al. 2024) with default parameters unless
stated otherwise. Briefly, the fastq files were trimmed from the sequencing adapters
using TrimGalore (v 0.6.7) and aligned to the reference human genome (GRCh38)
using STAR (v 2.6.1d). The reads mapping to different genomic features were then
quantified by Salmon (v 1.9.0). The resulting count tables were used for the
downstream analysis in RStudio.
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Differential expression analysis was performed with DESeq2 (Love, Huber, and
Anders 2014). The threshold of adjusted p-value (padj) of less than 0.05 was used to
determine statistical significance. The genes with padj < 0.05 and I log2fold I > 1 were
considered deregulated. The plotting of the differentially expressed genes against
their chromosomal locations was performed using the karyoploteR package (v
1.26.0) (Gel and Serra 2017).

The enrichment analyses were performed on the significantly deregulated genes
using the over-representation test (ORA) against the Gene Ontology Database from
the clusterProfiler R package (v 4.8.2) (T. Wu et al. 2021). All the genes detected to be
expressed in the corresponding RNA-seq experiment were used as the universe. The
Benjamini-Hochberg correction was used to adjust the p-values. Top 10 enriched
categories by adjusted p-value are shown in the figures.

6.16. ATAC-seq analysis
ATAC-seq samples from the control and MCL cell lines (BLAS, GRANTA-519) were
prepared and sequenced as described above. The sequencing data from MCL
patients and healthy donors was downloaded from EGA (EGAD00001002902,
EGAD00001002918). Raw sequencing data was processed using the nf-core/atacseq
pipeline (v 2.0) (Patel et al. 2023) with default parameters. Briefly, the files were
trimmed to get rid of the sequencing adapters using TrimGalore (v 0.6.7) and aligned
to the reference human genome (GRCh38) using BWA (v 0.7.17-r1188). The PCR
duplicates were marked using Picard MarkDuplicates function (v 2.27.4). The
alignments were filtered for duplicates, unmapped reads, reads not marked as
primary alignments, multi mapping reads, reads mapping to the GRCh38 blacklist
regions and mitochondrial DNA using SAMtools (v 1.16.1); for soft-clipped reads,
reads with more than 4 mismatches and reads with the insert size of >2kb using
BAMtools (v 2.5.2). The bigWig files with the ATAC-seq signal scaled to 1 million
mapped reads were generated using BEDtools (v 2.30.0) and UCSC
BedGraphToBigWig (v 377) and visualized in the IGV Genome Browser.

Peak calling was performed using MACS2 (v 2.2.7.1) with the default pipeline
parameters. The procedures post-filtering were performed separately for each file
and for the merged replicates. The bigWig tracks for the merged replicates are
shown in the figures. The matrices for profile plotting were generated from the
merged replicate files using the deepTools computeMatrix function in the reference
point mode.

The aligned reads and the peaks called by MACS2 separately on each sample were
subjected to the differential accessibility analysis in RStudio using DiffBind (v3.10.1)
(Stark and Brown, n.d.). The peaks with the false discovery rate (FDR) of less than
0.05 were considered differentially accessible. The differentially accessible peaks
were annotated to genomic features and the nearest genes using the ChIPseeker R
package (v1.36.0) (Yu, Wang, and He 2015). The genes associated with the
differentially accessible peaks were subjected to the enrichment analysis with the
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over-representation test (ORA) against the Gene Ontology Database from the
clusterProfiler R package (v4.8.2) (T. Wu et al. 2021). All the genes detected to be
expressed in the MCL and control naive B cells in the RNA-seq experiment were used
as the universe for the ORA test. The Benjamini-Hochberg correction was used to
adjust the p-values. Top 15 enriched categories by adjusted p-value are shown in the
figures.

6.17. ChIP-seq analysis
ChIP-seq samples from the control and MCL cell lines (BLAS, GRANTA-519) were
prepared and sequenced as described above. The sequencing data from MCL
patients and healthy donors was downloaded from EGA (EGAD00001001502,
EGAD00001001519, EGAD00001002397). Raw sequencing data was processed using
the nf-core/chipseq pipeline (v2.0.0) (Ewels et al. 2022) with default parameters
unless mentioned otherwise. Briefly, the files were trimmed to get rid of the
sequencing adapters using TrimGalore (v 0.6.7) and aligned to the reference human
genome (GRCh38) using BWA (v 0.7.17-r1188). The PCR duplicates were marked
using Picard MarkDuplicates function (v 2.27.4). The alignments were filtered for
duplicates, unmapped reads, multi mapping reads, reads mapping to the GRCh38
blacklist regions and reads mapping for different chromosomes using SAMtools (v
1.15.1); for reads with more than 4 mismatches and the insert size of >2kb using
BAMtools (v 2.5.2). The bigWig files with the ChIP-seq signal scaled to 1 million
mapped reads were generated using BEDtools (v 2.30.0) and UCSC
BedGraphToBigWig (v 377) and visualized in the IGV Genome Browser.

Peak calling was performed using MACS2 (v 2.2.7.1) with the mappable genome size
set to ‘hs’, and q-value cutoff set to 0.05. NarrowPeak mode was used for the
H3K27Ac mark and broadPeak mode was used for the H3K4me1 mark. The peaks
consistent between the replicates/patient samples were identified using ChipR
(Newell et al. 2021) with the minimum peaks between replicates required to form an
intersection set to 2.

Differential H3K27Ac enrichment analysis was performed in RStudio using DiffBind
(v3.10.1) (Stark and Brown, n.d.) on the aligned reads and the peaks called by MACS2.
The peaks with the false discovery rate (FDR) of less than 0.05 were considered
differentially enriched. The differentially enriched peaks were annotated to genomic
features and the nearest genes using the ChIPseeker R package (v1.36.0) (Yu, Wang,
and He 2015). The genes associated with the differentially enriched peaks were
subjected to the enrichment analysis with the over-representation test (ORA) against
the Gene Ontology Database from the clusterProfiler R package (v4.8.2) (Wu et al.
2021). All the genes detected to be expressed in the MCL and control naive B cells
in a parallel RNA-seq experiment were used as the universe for the ORA test. The
Benjamini-Hochberg correction was used to adjust the p-values. Top 15 enriched
categories by adjusted p-value are shown in the figures.
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6.18. Identification of enhancers and their targets
Enhancers and their target genes were identified using the activity-by-contact model
of enhancer–promoter regulation (ABC) (Fulco et al. 2019), which integrates the
ATAC-seq, ChIP-seq, RNA-seq and HiC data. First, the model identifies potential
enhancer elements by calling peaks on the aligned ATAC-seq data using MACS2.
Then, potential enhancer-gene pairs are formed: for a given element, all expressed
genes within the 5Mb of the enhancer are considered potential partners. For each
candidate enhancer (E) - gene (G) pair, the model calculates the ABC score which
equals the Activity of E × Contact frequency between E and G / Sum of (Activity ×
Contact Frequency) over all candidate elements within 5 Mb. The activity A of an
element E is calculated as the geometric mean between the ATAC-seq and and
H3K27Ac ChIP-seq signals in this element. The contact frequency between E and the
promoter of G is inferred from the Knight-Ruiz normalized Hi-C contact map. The
element-gene pairs where the element is itself a promoter are excluded, and all the
remaining pairs passing the set ABC score threshold are considered valid
enhancer-gene interactions.

The ABC model was run on the aligned ATAC-seq and ChIP-seq files obtained as
described in the ChIP-seq analysis and ATAC-seq analysis sections of Materials and
Methods, the expression data given as DESeq2-normalized counts and obtained as
described in the RNA-seq analysis section, and the average HiC data for the
lymphoblastoid cell line GM12878 downloaded from
ftp://ftp.broadinstitute.org/outgoing/lincRNA/average_hic/average_hic.v2.191020.tar.
gz. The default threshold of 0.02 was used for the ABC score.

The enhancers that are more active in the MCL cells were defined as the ones that
overlap with the regions with the significantly (FDR < 0.05) increased H3K27Ac signal
(see Differential enrichment analysis) by at least 50%.

6.19. Super-enhancer identification
All consistent H3K27Ac peaks passing the MACS2 q-value threshold of 0.05 were
considered enhancers. As promoters can also act as enhancers, the regions within
the TSS were not excluded from the regular enhancer definition. Super-enhancers
were identified from the consistent H3K27Ac peaksets using rank ordering of
super-enhancers (ROSE) as described in (Whyte et al. 2013). Enhancers occurring
within 12.5kb of each other were stitched into a single larger enhancer domain to
accurately capture dense enhancer clusters. The regions within ±2.5 kb of TSS were
excluded from the analysis this time to avoid the stitching in the dense regions with
the H3K27Ac signal within the TSS only. All enhancers (stitched and non stitched
except those within ±2.5 kb of TSS) were then ranked by increasing total
input-subtracted H3K27Ac occupancy and for each enhancer the total
input-subtracted H3K27Ac in rpm/bp (reads per million per bp) was plotted to obtain
the enhancer-distribution curve. A geometric point where a line with a slope of 1 was
tangent to this curve marked the transition from low to increasingly high H3K27Ac
signal density and was used as a threshold for super-enhancer definition. For each
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sample, all enhancers above this point on the x axis were considered
super-enhancers, and all the enhancers below this point were considered regular
enhancers.

Overlapping super-enhancer regions were identified using the ChIPeakAnno package
(Zhu et al. 2010). SEs with at least 80% region overlap in the samples within one
condition were considered consensus SEs. Consensus SEs were further compared
between the conditions with the same 80% overlap threshold to identify the SEs
unique for each condition.

The genomic features nearest to the center of an SE were assigned to the respective
SE and the enrichment analyses were performed on the assigned features using the
ChIPeakAnno package (v 3.34.1) (Zhu et al. 2010) with the default parameters.

6.20. HiC analysis
Raw sequencing reads were obtained as described above or downloaded from EGA
(EGAD00001006485). The raw fastq files were processed using the nf-core/hic
pipeline (v2.1.0) (Servant et al. 2023) with the default parameters and the -digestion
set to dpnii. The resulting contact maps in the mcool format were visualized using
HiGlass (Kerpedjiev et al. 2018).

6.21. Statistical analysis
Statistical analyses were performed using Graphpad Prism software (v9.0.0) and R.
Specific tests used to determine statistical significance are indicated in the
corresponding figure legends.

6.22. Code availability
All code used to analyze the data in this study is available on GitHub
(https://github.com/annaschwager/mcl_interchrom/).
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ANNEXES

Supplementary figures

Supplementary figure 1. Functional enrichment analysis of
superenhancer-associated genes.
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a, The numbers of SEs detected by ROSE in each individual sample of MCL patients,
control naive and germinal B cells. The data is presented as mean ± SD. b, The
Network of Cancer Gene enrichment for the genes associated with the
super-enhancers unique for MCL distance-wise. Top 10 enriched categories. c,
DisGeNET enrichment for the genes associated with the superenhancers unique for
MCL distance-wise. Top 10 enriched categories. d, Gene Ontology enrichment
analysis for the genes associated distant-wise with the super-enhancers common for
all the three groups of B cells. e, Gene Ontology enrichment analysis for the genes
associated distant-wise with the super-enhancers unique for MCL.
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Supplementary figure 2. Per-chromosome distributions of the upregulated
genes, up H3K27Ac peaks, overactive enhancers and unique super-enhancers in
MCL cells.

a, The numbers of upregulated genes per chromosome in MCL patients B cells vs
control naive B cells from healthy donors (padj <0.01, log2FC > 1), raw, normalized to
chromosome size or to the number of genes on each chromosome. b, The numbers
of up H3K27Ac per chromosome in MCL patients B cells vs control naive B cells from
healthy donors (FDR <0.05), raw, normalized to chromosome size or to the number
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of genes on each chromosome. c, The numbers of upregulated genes per
chromosome in MCL cell line GRANTA-519 vs control naive B cells from healthy
donors (padj <0.01, log2FC > 1), raw, normalized to chromosome size or to the
number of genes on each chromosome. d, The numbers of enhancers overlapping
with the up H3K27Ac peaks (FDR < 0.05) by at least 50% in MCL patients B cells vs
control naive B cells from healthy donors; raw, normalized to chromosome size or to
the number of genes on each chromosome. e, The numbers of super-enhancers (SEs)
unique for MCL per chromosome; raw, normalized to chromosome size or to the
number of genes on each chromosome.

Supplementary figure 3. Minnelide and Abemaciclib titration.

a, MTT assay of the viability of MCL (red) and control (blue) cells treated with 0-100nM
of Minnelide for 3 days or 0-2000nM of Abemaciclib for 7 days. The data are shown as
means +/- SEM, N=3-6. Statistical significance is determined relative to the untreated
sample using the two-way ANOVA with Dunett’s correction for multiple comparisons.
pval <0.05*, <0.01**, <0.001***, 0.0001****.
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Supplementary figure 4. Molecular function enrichment and per-chromosome
distributions of the genes downregulated by Minnelide and Abemacilib.

a,b, Gene Ontology enrichment analysis for the molecular function of the genes
upregulated (log2FC > 1, padj < 0.05) or downregulated (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05)
following Minnelide (a) or Abemaciclib (b) treatment in the MCL cell line GRANTA-519.
c,d, The numbers of genes downregulated by Abemaciclib (log2FC < -1, padj < 0.05)
per chromosome in the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 (c), and the PBMCs of an MCL
patient (d); raw, normalized to chromosome size or to the number of genes on each
chromosome. e,f, The numbers of genes downregulated by Minnelide (log2FC < -1,
padj < 0.05) per chromosome in the MCL cell line GRANTA-519 (e), and the PBMCs of
an MCL patient (f); raw, normalized to chromosome size or to the number of genes on
each chromosome.
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Articles

Article 2. Breakage first drives generation of chromosomal translocations
upon targeted induction of double-stranded breaks in different cell types

Canoy R.J.†, Shmakova A.†, Karpukhina A., Lomov N., Tiukacheva E., André F.,
Germini D., Vassetzky Y. Breakage first drives generation of chromosomal
translocations upon targeted induction of double-stranded breaks in different
cell types. NAR Cancer. 2023. V. 5, № 3, P. zcad049. doi:
10.1093/narcan/zcad049.

Most cancer-related chromosomal translocations are specific to certain cell
types. It's not clear why different translocations happen in different cells. This
could be because specific translocations occur only in certain cell types or
because these translocations give a survival advantage only to specific cells.

We explored this question by inducing double-strand breaks (DSBs) at MYC,
IGH, AML, and ETO gene locations in the same cell, aiming to create
chromosomal translocations in different cell lineages. Our findings show that
any translocation can potentially occur in any cell type. We examined various
factors that could influence the frequency of these translocations and found
that only the spatial proximity of gene loci after DSB induction was correlated
with the frequency of resulting translocations, supporting the 'breakage-first'
model.

Additionally, after culturing cells with these induced chromosomal
translocations for 60 days, only the oncogenic MYC–IGH and AML–ETO
translocations persisted. Overall, our results suggest that while chromosomal
translocations can be generated in any type of cell after DSB induction, the
persistence of these translocations in a cell population depends on whether
the translocation confers a selective survival advantage to the specific cell
type.

In this research paper, I carried out some experiments, statistical,
bioinformatic and image analysis and also participated in writing and revision
of the manuscript.
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Article 3. Factors That Affect the Formation of Chromosomal
Translocations in Cells

Canoy R.J., Shmakova A., Karpukhina A., Shepelev M., Germini D., Vassetzky Y.
Factors That Affect the Formation of Chromosomal Translocations in Cells.
Cancers. 2022. V. 14, № 20, P. 5110. doi: 10.3390/cancers14205110. (Review)

In this review, we discuss how chromosomal translocations are formed, their
mechanisms and consequences.

My role was writing a chapter on the natural sources of double strand breaks
and the experimental systems for modeling translocations.
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Title: Epigenomic and 3D-genomic changes in Mantle Cell Lymphoma

Keywords: MCL, chromosomal translocations, 3D genome, epigenome.

Abstract: Mantle cell lymphoma is an aggressive B cell
malignancy with poor prognosis. More than 90% of MCL
cases are associated with a recurrent chromosomal
translocation t(11;14) that results in the overexpression
of cyclin D1 (CCND1), a potent cell-cycle regulator.
Nevertheless, CCND1 overexpression alone does not
lead to malignancies in animal models. Thus, the
development of MCL should be triggered by additional
factors, which may guide the development of new
therapies once discovered.

A chromosomal translocation can trigger large-scale
changes in the 3D genome organization, as well as the
transcriptional and epigenetic changes in the
translocated loci. Here we demonstrated that the
translocated CCND1 locus on derivative chr14 is
relocated to the nuclear center in MCL cells. This is
accompanied by the appearance of a new
super-enhancer (SE) inside this locus. Surprisingly, the
region around the novel SE was not significantly
enriched for the genes upregulated in MCL. Instead,
most of the overexpressed genes were located on chr19
in both the MCL cell lines and the B cells from MCL
patients.

Among these genes, there were many related to
lymphoma or other cancers. Using HiC, we detected
the presence of an interchromosomal contact between
chr11 and chr19, which was further confirmed by
3D-FISH. The contact colocalized with the active
RNApolII and formed predominantly with the derivative
CCND1 locus.

We hypothesize that the deregulated chr19 genes
contribute to the MCL oncogenesis, and their
upregulation is at least partially explained by the action
of an MCL-specific SE inside the CCND1 locus. Thus,
inhibiting super-enhancer activity may represent a new
treatment strategy for MCL. We tested two substances
with such properties, Abemaciclib and Minnelide, in
MCL cell lines and the B cells from MCL patients.
Minnelide had a strong inhibitory effect on the
chromatin landscape of MCL cells, including the novel
SE, and was effective against mantle cell lymphoma
cells in vitro and in vivo. Our results provide valuable
preclinical data and novel insights into the mechanisms
of MCL pathogenesis.
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Abstract: Le lymphome à cellules du manteau (LM) est
une tumeur maligne agressive à cellules B, caractérisée
par un mauvais pronostic. Plus de 90 % des cas de LM
sont associés à une translocation chromosomique
récurrente t(11;14) qui entraîne la surexpression de la
cycline D1 (CCND1), un puissant régulateur du cycle
cellulaire. Néanmoins, la surexpression de la CCND1
seule ne suffit pas à provoquer des tumeurs malignes
dans les modèles animaux. Par conséquent, le
développement du LM doit être déclenché par d'autres
facteurs, ce qui pourrait guider le développement de
nouvelles thérapies une fois ces facteurs découverts.

Une translocation chromosomique peut entraîner des
modifications à grande échelle dans l'organisation 3D du
génome, ainsi que des changements transcriptionnels et
épigénétiques dans les loci transloqués. Nous avons
démontré que le locus CCND1 participant à la
translocation est déplacé vers le centre nucléaire dans
les cellules de LM. Cela s'accompagne de l'apparition
d'un nouveau super-enhancer (SE) à l'intérieur de ce
locus. De manière surprenante, la région autour du
nouveau SE n'était pas enrichie avec des gènes
surexprimés dans les cellules de LM.

En revanche, la plupart des gènes surexprimés dans
les cellules de LM étaient situés sur chr19. Parmi ces
gènes, beaucoup étaient liés au lymphome ou à
d'autres cancers. En utilisant le Hi-C, nous avons
détecté la présence d'un contact interchromosomique
entre chr11 et chr19, confirmé par 3D-FISH. Ce contact
se colocalise avec l'ARN polymérase II active et se
forme principalement avec le locus CCND1 dérivé.

Nous émettons l'hypothèse que les gènes dérégulés
sur chr19 contribuent à l'oncogenèse du LM et que leur
régulation est influencée par l'action d'un SE spécifique
au LM à l'intérieur du locus CCND1. Ainsi, l'inhibition de
l'activité du super-enhancer pourrait représenter une
nouvelle stratégie thérapeutique pour le LM. Nous
avons testé deux substances possédant de telles
propriétés, l'Abemaciclib et le Minnelide, sur des
lignées cellulaires de LM et sur les cellules B de
patients atteints de LM. Le Minnelide a eu un fort effet
inhibiteur sur le chromatine des cellules de LM, y
compris le nouveau SE, et a été efficace contre les
cellules de lymphome à cellules du manteau in vitro et
in vivo. Nos résultats fournissent des données
précliniques précieuses et de nouvelles perspectives
sur les mécanismes de la pathogenèse du LM.
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